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Israeli jets raid South Lebanon 

***** m Sundav raktal 
^pasl HisMah labels ,uvl lu ,h rfl**! * s™.h Uta™ J~! 

latiifl 7«ie. swuniy Svmxs said They -.aid ihe jets fired ik-Lck inm 
M &»fi i" Iqjjm Al Tiwlah a mountain ri J J STSiEE 

fighjflsto laanclt attacks gainst hm and allied niil ilia in the 
Iwder toiler ahk. Then- w:l< no immediate word on casualties or 
damaiw ui iho air attack. the 2Uh into Lebanon this year. In Israel, the 
,irTn - ahi ™ a ”!“? J ha f a,r attacked ‘lenurist taisets” 

I A?™"* ■^ al1 The (*» reported xcuraw hit" and 

3 |i plants returned sulclv to haw. ihe statement added The air raid 

V 7 [vnA-,i ** “W ** wund kvl 
*■????? " UC ' Tli ^ >,Wlll ' d lhdr P« lh« ante on FriduvFour 
H^Mlah Itphien. «nt L.lk-d in ihme dashes. Hours later Israeli 
planes rawed HuMfah targets north of the zone but no one « as hun. 
HbMfcilus fijltiing hioiw I .flQO Israeli troops and lheir3Jtm0Sswih 
Lx-hiiBin Anm- militia allies from the Snuh Lebanon zone the Jewish 
state said it set up to prevent raid*, on its nonhem herder. 
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Egyptian leftists oppose Netanyahu visit 

CAIRO (Rl — Egypt's main leftist party said on Sunday 
it opposed a visit to Cairo this week by Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu. “Our party calls on the Egypt- 
ian people to reject this visit- In their name it says ‘no wel- 
come to Netanyahu, the enemy of peace and the enemy of 
the .Arabs'," said a statement from the Tagammu Party, 
which has a few members of parliament. Mr. Netanyahu 
will come to Cairo on Wednesday for talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. It will be his first visit since last 
July, though the two leaders did meet in the Swiss resort 
of Dav os a month ago. The Tagamniu said it opposed the 
visit because of Israel's policy of settling Jews in 
Jerusalem and the West Bank, iLs refusal to withdraw from 
the Golan Heights and its attacks on guerrillas in South 
Lebanon. But it added: "The Tagammu Party is confident 
that the president of the republic and the foreign minister 
will honestly express the will of Egypt and the Arabs." 
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^ Algerian council 
\h adopts election rules 

hj ALGIERS lAFP) — .Algeria's 
^ National Transition Council 
^ adopted Sunday n law spelling 
j, our new arrangements for the 
country's two ruling chambers 
to be elected in three months’ 

, feii me. Under the new rules, the 
National Assembly will have 
,lt 38(1 seals while tlie Higher 
IK National Council will have 
1,1 144. Eight seals in the Nation- 

■1 al Assembly are reserv ed for 
Algerians abroad. Tlte arrange- 
h ments are die latest batch of 
w rules adopted by the National 
jI Transition Council, a special 
It body set up by President 
2 Liamine Zeroual to prepare for 
t elections later this year. Laws 
5 on political parties and a pro- 
j portional voting system have 
already been approved by the 
council which Mr. Zeroual set 
up on Jan. 25. 

Kuwait sets 
up national 
security council 

KUWAIT ( API — Kuwait has 
set up a national security coun- 
cil that will be trusted with 
guaranteeing the state's securi- 
n'. the official Kuwait News 
Agency t KUNA i reported 
Sunday KUNA quoted Abdul 
Aziz Al Pakhil. die minister of 
state for cabinet affairs, as say- 
.-.line the council would formu- 
laic die policies and pro- 
grammes needed for safe- 
guarding Kuwait's security. 
The council was necessitated 
by the development?, in die 
area and lite consequences they 
could have on Kuwait he said 
without elaboration. The pro- 
posed council w ill be headed 
by the crow n prince and prime 
minister. Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah A) Sabah and will 
comprise the minister* of for- 
eign affairs, defence, finance, 
information, and the minister 
of slate for cabinet affairs. The 
council will be officially 
formal when tlte emir. Sheikli 
Jaher Al Ahmad Al Sabah, 
signs a decree to dial effect at a 
yet unspecified date. 

Kuwaiti prince 
killed in DAE race 

ABU DHABI lAFP) — A 
Kuwaiti prince uns killed in an 
international powerboat race in 
the United Arab Emirates 
lUAE) v»n Sunday when his 
speeding hsit flew into the air. 
otganiseiN said. Sheikh Khalcd 
Al Sahah. a member of the 
™ Kuwaiti royal family, suffered 
u fractured skull when his head 
hit the hut's deck after it 
rumed over several times in the 
air, they said. “His skull was 
broken and he bled profusely. 
We did our best to rescue him 
and doctors could not do any- 
thing to save his life.” >aid 
Ahmad Al Qubaisi. cliuirman 
of the committee organising 
tire second phase of tlte race. 
The body ol Sheikh Khaled. a 
contestant in several regional 
boat races, would be Mown to 
Kuwait after medical examina- 
tions are completed- he told 
reporters. Sheikh Khaled was 
among 42 contestants in Sun- 
day's race, which was won by 
Finnish participants. 

Cars torched in 
, National Front town 

* VTTROLLES. France iAFP» 
— Six vehicles and a motor- 
cycle were torched here 
overnight on Sauudav in this 
southern French town with a 
heavy immigrant population 
and now ruled by the extreme 
right National Front. Last 
Tuesday nine vehicles were set 
ablaze following racist 
remarks by Front Mayor 
Catherine Meg ret. w ho 
claimed in the German news- 
paper Berliner Zcilung dial 
"crime i.x a synonym for immi- 
gration." Saturday night * 
arson attacks occurred in 
working class neighbour- 
hoods with u strong 

grant presence. Ms- MegKl 
won control of the city i n u 
municipal by-c lection on 
Feb. 9. which was marked by 
. two nights of violence in 

* Which vehicles were burned 
and petrol bombs thrown at 
shop windows. 


Israel hints it will not 
meet pullout schedule 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agen- 
cies I — Tension mounted Sunday as 
Israel warned the Palestinians not to 
declare an independent state and hint- 
ed it might not meet Friday's deadline 
for a troop withdrawal in the West 
Bank. 

Four Palestinian workers were 
injured in a clash wirh Israeli troops 
manning a roadblock, and gravestones 
were smashed at an ancient Jewish 
cemetery in Hebron. 

The Palestinian legislature called for 
a general strike Monday to protest an 
Israeli decision to build a new Jewish 
settlement in Arab East Jerusalem. 

It was the First general strike called 
by the Palestinian autonomy govern- 
ment since September clashes that 
killed 80 people. 

Israeli cabinet secretary Dannv 
Naveh warned Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat not to carry out a threat 
to declare an independent Palestinian 
state. 

During a visit to Cairo on Saturday. 
Mr. Arafat suggested he might declare 
a state in response to the Israeli gov- 
ernment's decision to build the 6.500- 
unii settlement on Jabal Abu Ghneim 
in Arab East Jerusalem. 

“Such a unilateral declaration by the 
Palestinian side of a Palestinian state 
will be a very grave violation of 


agreements signed by them with the 
government of Israel.” Mr. Naveh told 
Israel Radio. 

However, he refused to specify how 
Israel would respond. 

■*AU I can say is that Israel is cer- 
tainly ready for such a step, and it will 
be a grave error on the part of the 
Palestinians if they do it,” he said. 

The interim Israel-Palestinian peace 
agreements give the Palestinians 
autonomy in West Bank cities and sur- 
rounding areas, but leave the final sta- 
tus of the Palestinian entity for talks 
on a permanent peace settlement 
scheduled to start later this month. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has said he is opposed to a 
Palestinian state. 

Israel is also committed to making 
three unspecified troop withdrawals 
from rural areas of the West Bank, the 
First of which is supposed to be com- 
pleted by Friday. 

But Israel Radio reported Sunday 
that the withdrawal cannot possibly be 
completed on time, mainly because of 
opposition within Mr. Netanyahu's 
coalition government. 

Mr. Naveh said he did not know 
exactly when the pullout would be 
completed, and David Bar-IJIan. a 
senior aide to Mr. Netanyahu, con- 
ceded there might be delays. 


Mr. Netanyahu’s cabinet was to 
have met Tuesday to decide how 
much land Israel will hand over to the 
Palestinians in the first withdrawal, 
but the meeting was postponed to 
Thursday. 

There is strong resistance to the 
withdrawal within Mr. Netanyahu's 
Likud Party, and also among its coali- 
tion partners. 

Another likely delaying factor is Mr. 
Netanyahu’s planned visit to Cairo on 
Wednesday to meet with Egypt's Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak. 

It may also take some time for the 
army to implement the withdrawal, 
Mr. Bar-IIlan said. "There might be 
logistical delays,” he told the Associ- 
ated Press. “It's a military' matter.” 

“Our desire is not to delay the mat- 
ter.” Mr. Naveh told Israel Radio. “I 
can't tell you the exact date. The 
important thing is that the decision 
will be taken this week." 

Mr. Naveh dismissed media reports 
that Israel had promised a larger first- 
stage withdrawal in return for Mr. 
Arafat's restrained response to the 
Israeli decision to build the settle- 
ment. 

“There is no connection between the 
decision the government took on Har 



His Majesty King Hussein on Sunday receives former Israeli Foreign Minister Ehud 
Barak (photo by Yousef Allan) 

King, Crown Prince and Kabariti 
discuss peace process with Barak 

Likud should have consulted Arabs over 
settlement plan, says fanner Israeli minister 


(Continued on page 7) 


Netanyahu told Clinton he accepts 
242 applicable to Golan — report 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
told U . S . Pres idem Bill 
Clinton he is ready to make 
concessions on the Golan 
Heights, whose return Syria 
is demanding in exchange 
for peace, a newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

The English-language 
daily the Jerusalem Post 
said Mr. Netanyahu had 
informed Mr. Clinton he is 
prepared to eventually 
make "territorial conces- 
sions” on ihe strategic 
plateau seized by Israel 
during the 1967 war. 

Mr." Netanyahu had 
accepted the application of 
U.N. Security Council Res- 
olution 242 to the Golan, 
the newspaper said. 

The prime minister's 
Likud Party has refused to 
say whether it considers 
Resolution 242. based on 
the principle of trading land 
for peace, applicable to the 
strategic plateau. 

Netanyahu spokesman 
Dav id Bar Ulan told AFP he 
could neither confirm nor 
deny whether there had 
been a change in the Likud 
position. 

"During his recent trip to 
Washington last month. Mr. 
Netanyahu did not publicly 
mention the application of 
242 to the Golan, but it is 
possible that the prime min- 
ister spoke of it during his 
talks with President Clin- 
ton." Mr. Bar Ulan said. 

The Israeli media said Mr. 
Nelanvahu had refrained 


during the visit from reject- 
ing any "territorial conces- 
sion" on the plateau. 

Mr. Bar Ilian said Israel 
wanted to resume negotia- 
tions with Syria, which 
were broken off in Febru- 
ary 1996, on the basis of the 
1991 Madrid peace confer- 
ence letter of invitation. 

“This letter makes explic- 
it reference to resolutions 
242 and 338, but we have 
our own interpretation of 
their texts," he said. Reso- 
lution 338 calls for the 
implementation of 242. 

Israel interprets the reso- 
lutions as calling for a with- 
draw^ from some of the 
territory seized in 1967. 
while the .Arabs and Euro- 
peans say the resolutions 
call for a retreat from all 
such territory. 

Mr. Netanyahu's prede- 
cessors as prime minister. 
Labour Party leaders 
Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon 
Peres, reportedly verbally 
accepted the idea of an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan in exchange for 
peace and normalised rela- 
tions with Syria. 

Damascus says it will not 
return to the negotiating 
table with the current 
Israeli government unless it 
first agrees to pull out of 
the Golan. 

The Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz reported Sunday 

Russia has agreed to a 
Syrian request made two 
weeks ago to upgrade its 
armed forces. 

Citing information 


obtained through "diplo- 
matic channels." the news- 
paper said Syria had identi- 
fied three priority areas for 
modernisation: its air 

defences, army and air 
force. 

The Syrian military' is jet- 
tisoning “old equipment” 
but is still “capable of 
launching surprise attacks.” 
a senior Israeli official was 
quoted by the Hebrew-lan- 
guage daily as saying. 

Haaretz said that before 
the modernisation pro- 
gramme can go ahead. 
Syria will have to settle the 
debt of S10 to S15 billion it 
owes the former Soviet 
Union for previous arms 
purchases. 

The newspaper said the 
two countries are working 
out a compromise under 
which Damascus would 
repay its debts with hard 
currency, goods and invest- 
ments in joint ventures in 
Syria. 

Russia would also write 
off part of the debt and 
reschedule another portion 
of it to be paid over 10 
years. 

Mr. Netanyahu is sched- 
uled to visit Russia next 
week. According to 
Haaretz. he will discuss 
with Russian officials 
I sraefs concern over 
renewed nuclear coopera- 
tion between Russia and 
Iran. 

The prime minister has 
not yet decided whether he 

(Continued on page 7) 



Sheikh Jassem Ben Hamad 

Qatari crown 
prince arrives 
Wednesday 

AMMAN (Petra) — Qatari 
Crown Prince Sheikh 
Jassem Ben Hamad Ben 
Khalifa Al Thani is due 
in Amman Wednesday on 
the head of a high level del- 
egation on a rwo-day visit 
to Jordan during which he 
is due to meet His Majesty 
King Hussein. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan and senior govern- 
ment officials. 

Sheikh Jassem has 

assumed his post last 

Ocrober upon a decree 
issued by the Qatari emir 
with approval of the Qatari 
ruling family. 

Qatari Ambassador to 
Jordan Nasser Abdul Aziz 
Al Nasser said that Sheikh 
Jassem’s visit here is part 
of on going endeavours by 
Qatar and Jordan to bolster 
brotherly ties and it will 

(Contiuued on page 7) 


AMMAN tJ.T.j — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday received at the A I 
Nadwa Palace Israeli Knes- 
set member nnd deputy 
leader of the Labour Party 
Ehud Barak and discussed 
with him' the latest develop- 
ments in the peace process 
and other issues of common 
concern. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan also 
held talks with Mr. Barak at 
the Royal Court. 

Earlier Mr. Barak held 
talks with Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti on 
the developments in the 
Middle East peace process. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said that Mr. kabari- 
ti reaffirmed Jordan's stand 
with regard to Israeli Jewish 
settle mem programmes in 
the occupied territories and 
their adverse effect on the 
peace process. 

Mr. Barak said that Israel 


should have consulted the 
Arabs on its plans in build 
homes for Israelis in Arab 
East Jerusalem to avoid 
causing anger in the Arab 
World. 

"Even- single step, every 
subject should be considered 
in a very careful and sensi- 
tive manner" concerning 
Arab East Jerusalem, said 
Mr. Barak, a former foreign 
minister and a strong candi- 
date for leadership of the 
Labour Party tsee page' 12). 

Mr. Barak, a former armed 
forces chief, told reporters 
on arriving here by road 
from Israel that he planned 
to discuss "ways to revive 
the peace process and bilat- 
eral relations." 

His visit comes amid stem 
Jordanian condemnation of a 
decision by the right-wing 
Israeli government of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu to build a new 
Jewish settlement in Arab 


East Jerusalem. 

"We discussed the bilateral 
relationship with Jordan and 
the issues in the trilateral tri- 
angle. Israel. Jordan and the 
Palestinians and the overall 
issues of the Middle East." 
Mr. Barak told reporters 
after meeting Mr. Kabariti. 

Mr. Barak said he saw 
“Jordan as a major contribu- 
tor to the peace process and 
to the chances of having a 
Middle East which is stable, 
blooming and with a cooper- 
ative environment." 

Mr. Barak also said he lis- 
tened to "Jordanian sensitiv- 
ity to the timing" of last 
week's Israeli government 
plan to boost Jewish settle- 
ments in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

King Hussein has urged 
Mr. Netanyahu to reconsider 
the decision to build a set- 
tlement for Jews at Jabal 
Abu Ghneim. called Har 
Homa by Israel. 


Israeli plan endangers peace process, 
violates all agreements — Kabariti 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
on Sunday reiterated its 
firm and principled stand 
with regard to Arab 
Jerusalem and Israel's Jew- 
ish settlement programmes 
in the city, describing the 
Jewish state's plans to set 
up a Jewish settlement on 
Jabal Abu Ghneim as pos- 
ing real danger to the peace 
process and contravening 
agreements signed with the 
Palestinians as well as with 
the Jordanian and Egyptian 
governments. 

In a statement at Parlia- 
ment's regular session. 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said: 
"Israel's settlement expan- 
sion plans in Arab 
Jerusalem display the Jew- 
ish state's total disregard of 
the feelings of the Chris- 
tians and Muslims as well 


Plight of four-year-old girl exposed conditions at orphanage in Jordan “ 

Rejection of orphan by three hospitals and tip-off to Royal Court triggered King's sweeping action 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Spcchil the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Nuha, a four- 
year-old orphan, is now 
"recovering after surgery 
that removed an egg-sized 
sione from her bladder at 
Al Hussein Medical Centre, 
hardly knowing that it was 
her predicament that trig- 
gered a chain of events that 
will completely change the 
condition of orphaned chil- 
dren in Jordan. 

The problem that faced 
Nuha, one of IS6 children 
beins brought up at Al 
HusCein Welfare Institute, 
was u conMsicm refi '-al by- 


three hospitals in Amman 
to trear her, the first hospi- 
tal did not have the right 
equipment to treat her: the 
second could not spare a 
bed for her; and the third 
demanded a Ministry' of 
Health waiver of all costs of 
her treatment. 

Suhaila Rahal, a long- 
time staffer at Al Hussein 
Welfare Institute, had 
knocked almost every hos- 
pital door in Amman for 
Nuha and had almost given 
up hope that her protege 
could be saved. 

Then a nurse at the Italian 
Hospital tipped off the 
Rovul Court of Nuha's 


predicament. prompting 
His Majesty King Hussein 
to order that she be admit- 
ted immediately to Al Hus- 
sein Medical Centre and be 
treated at the expense of the 
Royal Palace. 

Then came the repercus- 
sions; the King and Her 
Majesty Queen Noor decid- 
ed to take a first-hand look 
ui how the situation was at 
the orphanage in 
Ashrafiyeh. 

“I saw wkh my own eyes 
that the place was crowded 
and old, lacking qualified 
persons to run it and help 
the children." said the King 
in a letter to Prime Minister 


Abdul Karim Kabariti. 

~I also witnessed the low- 
standard of health care, 
malnutrition. lack of clean- 
liness. shortage of clothes 
and lack of basic require- 
ments that should exist in 
such foundations." the 
King said in the letter, 
which also gave instruc- 
tions that Al Hashemiveh 
Palace be turned into a 
home for orphans. 

The King also called on 
“all Jordanians to offer 
whatever they can and ro 
improve conditions at such 
centres so that the children 
there could enjoy life, grow 
up and be raised in the man- 


ner they deserve.” 

The Jordan Times visited ' 
Al Hussein Welfare Insti- 
tute on Sunday and met 
Rania Khasawneh. who 
rook charge on the same 
day as director of the insti- 
tute after having worked 
there for one year in 1993 
as its deputy director and 
social worker seconded by 
the Ministry of Social 
Development. 

She took over along with 
Roula Mohta^eb. who _ was-., 
serving as acting director in" 
the absence of the former 
director. Rubiha Ghazi. 

(Continued on page 7) 


as Arab people and peace- 
loving nations every- 
where." 

"Jordan considers Arab 
Jerusalem as pan of Arab 
territory occupied since 
1967 and one that should be 
returned to Palestinian sov- 
ereignty in conformity with 
international legitimacy 
and U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 242. which 
rejects the annexation of 
other territories by force." 
he said. 

Mr. Kabariti said that any 
unilateral change in the sta- 
tus of Jerusalem before the 
conclusion of a final agree- 
ment constitutes a real dan- 
ger to the entire peace 
process. 

“Jordan considers the 
Israeli government's deci- 
sion to set up the settlement 
ax contravening U.N. reso- 
lutions and all agreements." 
he added. 

“Indeed, the Israeli deci- 
sion violated agreements 
Signed with the Palestinian 
National Authority as well 
as with the Jordanian and 
Egyptian governments, 
and. as such, we will insist 


that Arab Jerusalem will 
remain an Arab city despite 
this decision and that the 
Israeli measure, if it is 
implemented, will harm the 
credibility of the entire 
peace process and arouse 
feelings of anger." stressed 
the prime minister. 

Referring to Jordan's 
efforts on this issue. Mr. 
Kabariti said that His 
Majesty King Hussein had 
sent a message to the for- 
mer Israeli prime minister. 
Yitzhak Rabin, in 1995 
when his government had 
decided to confiscate lands 
within the Jerusalem area 
for tlte purpose of establish- 
ing a Jewish settlement. 
Rabin rescinded the deci- 
sion following the King's 
intervention. 

Mr. Kabariti also noted 
that King Hussein used his 
good offices ro overcome 
obstacles that delayed the 
Isrueli-Palestinian agree- 
ment over Hebron, adding 
that the King's diplomacy 
achieved major successes 
in that particular issue. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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PROTEST IN AMMAN: Jordanians protest in front of the United Nations headquarters in Amman on 
Sunday against Israeli plans to build a new settlement on Jabal Abu Ghneim in Arab East Jerusalem 


(AFP photo) 


UNRWA seeks Gulf assistance 


DOHA I AFP) — The Unit- 
ed Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNWRA) 
for Palestinian refugees has 
urged Gulf Arab states to 
contribute more to its bud- 
get to help ease a financial 
crunch. 

UNRWA's Chief Peter 
Hansen told the official 
Qatari news agency during 
a visit here that growing 
financial problems were 
undermining the organisa- 


tion's relief efforts for 
Palestinian refugees. 

UNWRA provides educa- 
tion as well as social and 
health services. 

"We will remain responsi- 
ble for the refugees while 
waiting for a settlement to 
their problem." Mr. Hansen 
was quoted as saying Satur- 
day after talks with the emir 
of Qatar. Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa AI Thani. 

His visit to Qatar was pan 


of a dialogue between 
UNRWA and the donor 
countries about the organi- 
sation's priorities, said the 
head of the organisation 
who is on a tour of Gulf 
states. 

With an annual budget of 
around $350 million, 
UNRWA provides relief for 
more than three milllion 
Palestinian refugees who 
are living in Jordan, in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Syria and Lebanon. 

Hansen said in December 
in Amman that Gulf coun- 
tries contributed about only 
one per cent of the organi- 
sation's budget and its 
deficit would be eliminated 
if iheir countribution was 
raised to 15 per cent. 

Saudi Arabia gives 
UNRWA 5 1. 2 million and 
Kuwait provides it with 
S I _5 million, he said. 


Turkish military spearheads 
campaign against militancy 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
Turkish military is spear- 
heading a legal campaign to 
combat extremism, and has 
presented the government 
with a 20-point plan, press 
reports said Sunday. 

The steps are designed to 
thwart alleged Iranian 
efforts to destabilise the 
Turkish government, impr- 
ove the functioning of the 
judicial system, prevent pro- 
paganda for Sharia on pro- 
Islamic television and radio 
and ban forms of dress seen 
as contrary to the principles 
of a secular state. 

The proposals were pre- 
sented Friday at a meeting of 
the National Security Coun- 
cil (MGK), which groups 
the highest civilian and mil- 
itary leaders of the country, 
who issued a stem warning 
to Prime Minister Necmetiin 
Erbakan for his govern- 
ment's pro-Islamic slant. 

The MGK chief. General 


llhan Kiiic. met Sunday with 
Mr. Erbakan and Tansu 
Ciller, head of the conserva- 
tive True Path Party that 
shares power with Welfare 
in the government coalition. 

No statement was made 
after the talks. 

The wide-circulation Hur- 
riyet on Sunday said a high- 
ranking military official had 
expressed confidence that 
the measures would be 
applied, and quoted him as 
saying: “We have done what 
parliament should have 
done." 

The plan, published in all 
Sunday papers, calls for 
light surveillance of finan- 
cial organisations controlled 
by religious fraternities. 

It also seeks strict applica- 
tion of eight laws regarding 
Turkey's secular foundation 
and the prevention of infil- 
tration by militants into the 
government, particularly in 
cities controlled by Mr. 


Erbakan's pra-lslamic Wel- 
fare Party. 

The military would also 
like to see some of what it 
regards as a surplus of reli- 
gious schools converted into 
professional schools, and the 
closure of Koranic teaching 
institutions under the control 
of fundamentalist groups. 

The plan proposes that 
town halls controlled by the 
Welfare Party be prevented 
from hiring former officers 
who were expelled from the 
army for their fundamental- 
ist sympathies. 

The military is also seek- 
ing a ban or strict controls 
on the sale of pump-action 
shotguns and a register list- 
ing owners of these suns, 
sales of which have surged 
in recent months, allegedly 
to Welfare militants. 

The MGK had said after a 
marathon meeting Saturday 
that unspecified measures 
would be taken to defend the 


secular principles of the 
Turkish republic, charging 
that “subversive groups are 
trying to divide the state into 
secular and non-secular ele- 
ments.” the MGK — in the- 
ory a consultative body but 
whose resolutions are 
always implemented to the 
letter by the government — 
is believed to have opted to 
give Mr. Erbakan a last 
chance to rein in the extrem- 
ists. and hence defuse per- 
sistent speculation about an 
impending military take- 
over. 

The MGK denied that the 
military might be preparing 
to stage a coup against the 
Islamist-led government. 

Tensions flared in Turkey 
in early February after a 
controversial rally by radi- 
cals in an Ankara suburb and 
a bill put forward by Welfare 
to allow women to wear 
Islamic head scarves at gov- 
ernment offices. 


U.S., Saudi defence 
ministers plan hotline 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia and the United States 
have agreed to set up a 
hotline" between their 
defence ministers to boost 
cooperation, a leading 
Saudi-owned newspaper 
said on Sunday. 

Saudi Defence Minister 
Prince Sultan told the 
London-based Asharq Al 
Awsat that agreement on 
the telephone link was 
reached at his talks in 
Washington last week. 

Prince Sultan “noted the 
importance of the hotline 
which he said reflected 
American confidence in 
Saudi Arabia,” it quoted 
him as telling accompany- 
ing newspaper editors. 

“It also shows that the 
United States is very* con- 
cerned with the kingdom's 
security, the security of 
the Gulf and vital U.S. 
interests in the region". 

Prince Sultan, who met 
U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen. Secretary 
of State Madeleine 
Albright and other top 
officials, said the hotline 
would “prevent confusion 
in disseminating informa- 
tion.” 

The countries operated a 
hotline during die Gulf 


Firefighters preempt 
explosion in Bahrain 


MANAMA (Agencies) — 
Bahraini firefighters 
averted a potential explo- 
sion when they removed a 
gas cylinder from a car 
which had been set on fire 
near the Finance Ministry, 
an official said Sunday. 

Firefighters were extin- 
guishing a blaze in a 
stolen car Saturday when 
they discovered the gas 
cylinder and removed it 
before it could explode, 
the official said. 

The incident occurred as 
some 81 members of an 
Iranian-backed group 
known as Hizbollah- 
Bahrain went on trial here 
accused of plotting to 
overthrow the Bahraini 
government lawyers said. 

Political unrest erupted 
in Bahrain in December 
1994 with mainly Shiite 
Muslim demands for the 
restoration of the parlia- 
ment which the Sunni 
Muslim government dis- 
solved in 1975. 

At least 26 people, 
including police officers, 
have been killed in the 
violence which the 
authorities have blamed 
on Iran. Tehran has con- 
sistently denied the 
charges. 

Lawyers, said 54 of the 
accused Hizbollah mem- 
bers have been arrested 
but another 27 who are 
still at large will be tried 
by the state security court 
in their absence. 

If found guilty, they 


could face the death 
penalty, and there is no 
appeal from the state 
security court. There has 
been no official confirma- 
tion of the trial. 

“The trial began on Sat- 
urday and is continuing." 
an official, who requested 
anonymity, told Reuters. 
“It is open only to the 
defendants' families and 
their lawyers-'.^., , .j,.,; «- 
- 'Bahraini n Juae acctised 
Iran of plotting with . a 
“terrorist" group to over- 
throw the Gulf Arab 
state's government by 
force. It also said it arrest- 
ed around 60 people in 
connection with the 
alleged plot. 

Iran denied interfering 
in the internal affairs of 
Bahrain. 

At least 28 people have 
been killed and hundreds 
have been detained since 
the unrest, involving 
bombings, arson attacks, 
sabotage and riots, erupt- 
ed. 

The suspects were 
accused of joining the 
military wing of the 
Bahraini Hizbollah 
group, creating an organi- 
sation aimed at toppling 
the government. 

They were also accused 
of illegal possession of 
weapons and contacts 
with a foreign country. 

Political parties are 
banned in Bahrain. 
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crisis, sparked by Iraq's 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. A U.S.-led West- 
ern military alliance based 
in Saudi liberated Kuwait 
six months later. 

During his visit. Prince 
Sultan renewed pledges of 
cooperation with die Unit- 
ed States in the investiga- 
tion of a truck bombing 
that killed 19 U.S. troops 
last June near Dhahran — 
a sour point in bilateral 
ties. 

Since then, the 5.000 
U.S. troops and 35.000 
U.S. civilians in Saudi 
Arabia have been told to 
act as though another 
attack was imminent 

Asked if the hotline 
reflected U.S.-Saudi fears, 
Prince Sultan said: “There 
is no great concern but we 
cannot guarantee that 
some party could not 
carry out incidents that 
could create concern in 
the region, whether for us 
or forothers.” 

“The oil-rich Gulf Arab 
countries are envied for 
the blessings they enjoy 
and are hated, therefore 
they may try attrition 
...and this is what we fear 
and what we have to 
guard against." 


Nateq-Nomri’s Russia visit delayed 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


14:0S Tihe Muppet Show 

14:30 Cartoon — Captain 

Planet 

15:00 French Programmes 

16:00 Nature's Inventions 

16:30 Deep Water Haven 

17:00 News Flash 

17:02 ...Doc. — Extra Dimensions 

18:00 French Programmes 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Roseanne 
20:00 Doc. — Discover Magazine 
20:30 Drama — Murder She 
Wrote 

21:10 Extreme 

22:00 News in English 

1 22:25 Under Suspicion 

23:00 Police Drama — Hunter 
23:59 Comedy — Dad's Army 


PRAYER TIMES 


Church of the Armunication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church 

Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
054931 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Amman .0 7/13 

Aqaba 13/21 

Deserts 05/15 

Jordan Valley 1 1/19 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 19. Aqaba 26 Humidity 
readings: Amman 32 per cenL 
Aqaba 31 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


04:41 Fajr 

05:58 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:48 Dhuhr 

15:05 Asr 

15:37 Maghreb 

18:54 Tsha 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
SweifidLTel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Temperatures are expected to drop 
significantly with skies cloudy to 
partly cloudy. Rainfall is also 
expected in all parts of the King- 
dom and winds becoming westerly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba. 
thunder showers are expected, 
winds northerly moderate and seas 
cairn. 

MJnJMax. temp. 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim 885446 

Dr. Arafat AI Ashbab 602507 
Dr. Ayman Al Muhtaseb 87574S 

Dc Jamal Jbarah 847351 

Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 
Al Asema pharmacy.. 637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ..623672 
Al Salam pharmacy... 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy S47632 

UR BID; 

Dc Ahmad Qanu 38148+ 

Al Quds pharmacy (— ) 


Gvil Defence Depanmert 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Bailee — 192. 621 1 1 1.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police -.896390 

Public Security Dept 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 605S00 

Price Complaints..... 66 1 1 76 

Wier & Sewerage Ccrrpbints -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.. 787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs...:.....- 661101 

Jordan Television -.—..7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co..—. 636381 

RJ Right Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport '38-53200 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Ya'coub Khatib ...99 1 772 
Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 
EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .'....637 ) 1 1 


HOSPITAL 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ,„„8U8UV32 

KhaJidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity . -642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 


Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital .845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital ..-667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali ....666126/37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali .664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir..- ......775111/26 

Army, Marka .891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital —602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery .865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

... .(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

- - .(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

— 109)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

.(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

-(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hay a Hospital 
(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department ar the Queen 


Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

08 J5 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

09:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

10:10 New Delhi (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 .London (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

19:05 Bangkok (RJ) 

23:15 Casablanca (RJ) 

03:40 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 


Other Flights 

Khartoum (SD) 

Cairo (MS) 

Doha (Q7) 

Bahrain (GF) 

— Vienna (OS) 

....Paris, Damascus (AF) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

Athens, Beirut (OA) 

.. London. Damascus (BA) 
Amsterdam, Damascus 


.London (KJ) 


TEHRAN (R) — A visit io Russia by Inin’s Parliament 
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq-Nouri, a strong candidate in 
presidential elections in May. has been delayed because of 
an expected Russian cabinet reshuffle, the Iranian news 
agency IRN A said on Saturday. In a report from Moscow, 
the agency quoted an “informed source" as saying the 
three-day official visit due to be held in mid-April had 
been postponed “due to the likelihood of drastic changes 
in the Russian government". It was not clear if the post- 
ponement came at the initiative of Russian officials before 
the reshuffle widely believed ro be due next week. Mr. 
Nateq-Nouri. nominated by a conservative Islamic cleri- 
cal group that has a majority in parliament; has kept a high 
media profile ahead of the May 23 polls that will choose 
a successor to President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. 


Women demonstrate against Islamists in London 


Netherlands to help Egyptian archaeology 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Netherlands will help Egypt set up 
an archeology restoration center, the Egyptian Supreme 
Council of antiquities (SCA) said on Sunday. The center 
will be set up in the town of faqus in the northerrf Delta 
province of Sharqiyah, the SCA said in a statement, 
adding that the council will provide necessary funds for 
the building. The Netherlands, represented by its embassy 
in Egypt and the Cairo-»based Netherlands Institute of 
Archeology, will equip the center with sophisticated 
restoration material, it added. The Institute of archeology 
will also carry out three-month courses to train Egyptians 
in the technique of restoring “pottery and bones." the 
statement said. 


German dies in fail during Yemen visit 


SANA (AP) — A German woman apparently fell to her 
death during a camel expedition in a mountainous area in 
southern Yemen, the German embassy said Sunday. The 
Arabic daily Al Ayam reported that the 67-year-old 
woman disappeared last Tuesday during a camel ride in 
the mountains of Hadramawt province. The paper said the 
Yemeni government launched a wide search, even dis- 
patching helicopters. Her body was found Thursday, it 
said. .Embassy officials said the case was still under inves- 
tigation. The officials said the woman's family had been 
notified. They spoke on condition their names nor be 
used. The officials would not give her name or other 
details but said they did not suspect foul play. Yemen is 
drawing an increasing number of Europeans and other 
tourists looking for exotic and remote holiday destina- 

.tiOnp,,;.'. 1 1 p . J. ( . J«*» UHfV. IIISI J. I 


Fire set but fizzles at Cyprus radio station 


NICOSIA (AP) — Arsonists tried to set Fire to Radio 
Astra, the station of the Cyprus Communist Party Akel 
during the night, police reported Sunday. Astra director 
Takis Hajigeorgiou said petrol was poured under doors on 
two different floors and set on fire in the pre-dawn hours 
when the station was closed. The fire was extinguished 
before it could spread after the local fire brigade was 
alerted by automatic alarms. Mr Hajigeorgiou said. The 
cables of satellite receiver dishes on the roof of the build- 
ing were also cut. he added. A police statement said total 
damage was about 200 Cyprus pounds ($440). Mr. Haji- 
georgiou said Astra and its advertisers have gotten repeat- 
ed anonymous threats since the station was taken over by 
Akel two years ago. He and Akel Secretary-General Dim- 
itris Christofias said the incident could be related to the 
campaign for presidential elections next February. 


Hoax forces Air India plane to land in Oman 


MUSCAT (AFP) — A bomb hoax forced an Air India 
flight from the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to land in 
Oman and evacuate its passengers early Sunday, the com- 
pany said here. The plane, which was flying from Dubai 
to the southern Indian city of Trivandrum, landed ar 1 :50 
a.m. ( 1050 GMT) in Muscat after Air India's office in 
Trivandrum received an anonymous phone call claiming a 
bomb was on board. Muscat airport's security forces 
evacuated the aircraft's 9 1 passengers and searched lug- , 
gage but no bomb was found and the plane took off again 
at 6:20 a.m. (0320 GMT). ' 1 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

20:50 Aqaba ( RW) 


Ail Qimascus _5<X» pm ewsy Mcnduy 

Dep. Danuta* ,?3)am.oo> Sunday 

Ail Amman 500 pm ev«y Sunday 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


06:20 ......Beirut (RJ) 

UK)0 Casablanca (RJ) 

11:00— Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 
12:15 .Cairo (RJ) 

12:15 


12:30 

20:15. 

21:00 

21:15 

22:45 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

23:00 . 


06:00... 

Other Flights 

07:35.. 
07:45 .. 

....Beirut. London (BA) 

10:20 .. 


13:00 .. 


13:30 .. 


15:50 .. 
22:50 .. 
23:55.. 
02:30 .. 
03-00 

..Damascus, Paris (AF) 
Amsterdam (KL) 

07:30 .. 



Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09:50 Marka Airport (from 
QA1A) (RW) 

20:30 Aqaba (RW) 


fflJAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep. Amman — SXBamevoyMoreiay 


MARKET PRICES 
Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

Apple 

..7QQ/5Q0 


..600/601) 

Banana (imported) 

.1000/800 

Cabbage 

90/40 

Carrot 

170/90 

Cauliflower. 

.280/200 

Cucumber (large) 

.-240/100 

Cucumber (small).... 

J580/7AO 


Fava beans 

.-800/550 

Garlic 

.1150/800 

Grape fruit 

...200/100 

Lemon 

-.400/220 

Marrow (large) 

...260/150 

Marrow (small) 

460/280 

Onion (green) 

-.250/100 

Onion (dry) 

...200/120 

Oranee 

....650/450 

Peas 

. 900/500 

Pepper (hot) ... 

...320/140 

Pepper (sweet) 

-.380/220 

Potato 

Radish 

-.350/140 
- -90/40 

Spinach 

-320/150 

String beans 

- 800/500 

Tomato 

...260/120 


LONDON (AFP) — Several hundred women turned out 
night in London to demonstrate their opposition to Islam- 
ic fundamentalism, in response to a call by the Iranian 
opposition. The “women’s solidarity against fundamental- 
ism” meeting was organised by the Iranian National 
Resistance Council (INRC) in association with the Asso- 
ciation of Iranian women in Britain, an INRC spokesman 
said. The rally came a week before International Woman's 
Dav on March S. 
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ABJ sponsors training 
# course for PNA group 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Presi- 
dent of the Audit Bureau 
(ABJ) Abed Kharabsheh 
sponsored a joint training 
course at the ABJ training 
centre, in cooperation with 
the United Nations Devel- 
opment Programme 

(UNDP), for a group of 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) Ministry 
of Finance and General 
Auditing Institution 

employees, an ABJ state- 
ment Sunday said. 

The course was designed 
to provide a conceptual 
framework and suggest 
techniques for conducting 
audirs in various sectors. 

• Participants learned 

methodologies for planning 
and executing audits for a 
variety of economic sec- 
tors. the statement said. 

Classroom training was 
supplemented by on-site 


work at selected regional 
ABJ offices. 

One of the course’s stated 
goals was to train partici- 
pants to identity practical 
techniques of auditing rev-' 
enues and expenditures and 
to propose practical recom- 
mendations for improve- 
ments, according to the 
statement 

Participants also learned 
how to audit capital and 
development projects. 

In concluding remarks. 
Dr. Kharabsheh stressed the 
importance of continued 
cooperation between 
regional and international 
organisations. 

Human resources are the 
main element of develop- 
ment, he said, and, there- 
fore, attention should be 
paid to training employees 
and instilling ethical val- 
ues. 


Students participate in 
environmental contest 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Environmen- 
tal awareness and methods 
of combating pollution 
were the main" themes of a 
seminar/workshop held last 
Wednesday at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (RCC). 

The Friends of Environ- 
ment Society (FOE) organ- 
ised the annual event for 
high school students in the 
Kingdom to join together 
and submit projects in a 
competition covering envj- 
ronmenca! issues in Jordan. 
The students were between 
14-16 years of age and 
hailed from government, 
private and military 
schools. The first competi- 
tion was held in 1994 con- 
centrating on existing envi- 
ronmental problems that 
-the Kingdom faces. 

This year, 155 different 
schools participated io-ihe 
event, according to Head 
of Public and Financial 
Relations for FOE Rana 
Muhtasib. 

Students have been work- 
ing on their assorted entries 
since the beginning of the 
scholastic year, emphasis- 
ing different environmental 
problems facing society 
today, she affirmed. 

Ms. Muhtasib described 
students as discussing cur- 
rent environmental dilem- 
mas such as air. soil, water 
and agricultural pollution 
along with environmental 
problems incurred by 
refineries and factories. 

All projects were inten- 
sively studied and the stu- 
5 dents offered impressive 
suggestions [for the ame- 
lioration of environmental 
woesl, she said. 

The children's competi- 
tion continues throughout 
the year. Director of the 
Media Committee Rana 
Naber said. 

“Some written projects 
were combined with video- 
tapes and even samples, 
like water or soil, have been 
taken to labs and tested.” 
Ms. Naber said. 

“Some students studying 
water pollution went to 
wastewater treatment 
plants." she affirmed. 

The morning seminar 
involved a lecture given by 
an environmental special- 
ist. while, during the after- 
noon, workshops opened in 


which students were divid- 
ed into three main groups, 
water, air and soil, with 
specialists from the society 
to help them with questions 
they had. 

Each project is worked on 
by a group of two to seven 
students, Ms. Naber said. 

The FOE technical com- 
mittee will examine and 
analyse each project 
according to predetermined 
scientific and economic 
guidelines, Ms. Naber said. 

In May, eight winning 
schools will be announced 
and given prizes such as 
encyclopaedias, books and 
videos, she confirmed. 

The Ministry of the Envi- 
ronment in Venice. Italy 
visited the Kingdom three 
months ago and offered a 
scholarship to 15 Jordanian 
students, three supervisors 
and two environmental 1 Spe- 
cialists to visit Venice for 
two weeks as a means of 
exchanging cultural and 
environment awareness 
between the two countries. 

According to FOE offi- 
cials, the society is commit- 
ted to nurturing the private 
sector’s need to protect the 
environment and their 
efforts include the adminis- 
tration of the annual stu- 
dent competition funded by 
private sector contributions. 

The FOE’s main stated 
goal is to increase the envi- 
ronmental awareness of the 
younger generations. 

The society is an indepen- 
dent, non-governmental, 
non-profit organisation, 
whose founders are citizens 
interested in carrying out 
environmental community- 
based development pro- 
jects. 

It was formed in 1994 and 
officially registered in 1995 
and its main objectives are 
encouraging creativity and 
innovation, utilising natural 
energy like wind, water and 
sun. providing training for 
younger generations, 
enhancing the spirit of 
teamwork, creating envi- 
ronmental awareness, pre- 
serving and protecting the 
environment, encouraging 
participation of local firms 
and businesses and co- 
operating with other envi- 
ronmental societies to 
influence decision-makers 
to preserve the vast natural 
resources in Jordan. 


What’s Going On 


lectures 

■ * “The Arab Presence in Spanish Literature” by Rifaar 
Atefe£ at Instituto Cervantes. Jabal Amman at 6^00 p.m. 
’* -Why have the Arabs Been Defeated. Any 
by Dr. Burhan Al Danjani at Abdul Hameed Shornan 

Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

* “Draeula: the eternal appeal of the undead by Dn 
Noha Hommad and Mrs. Anna Obeidat at the British 

Council at 6:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

•+ performance by National Music Conservatory, 
directed by Rida Murtada, at the Royal Cultural Centre 

at 8:00 p.m. 


V 


Court of Cassation ratifies execution 


By Rana Hosseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Court of 
Cassation Sunday ratified a 
Criminal Court decision to 
execute a 26 year-old man 
for the murder of another in 
the Baqaa Refugee Camp in 
December of 1994. 

Montasser Rajab Abu 
Zeid was sentenced to 
death by the Criminal Court 
on Nov. 23 of last year after 
being declared guilty of the 
premedi fared murder of 
Anwar Ahmad Hass an in a 
cemetery in the Baqaa 
Refugee Camp on Dec. 3. 
1994. 

According to court tran- 
scripts, Mr. Abu Zeid heard 
from friends that the victim 
was engaged in an extra- 
marital affair with his 
mother-in-law. 

“The defendant began to 
monitor Mr. Hassan and his 
mother-in-law, and after 
seeing them together sever- 
al times he resolved to kill 
the man," the court said. 

On Dec. 3, 1994. the 
court said, Mr. Abu Zeid 
lured Mr. Hassan to a ceme- 
tery in Baqaa Refugee 
Camp at 9:00 p.m. claiming 
that he wanted to talk with 
him about an important 
matter. 

He then drew a gun he 
had purchased two weeks 
prior to the incident and 
shot the victim twice in the 


back of his head. 

“Subsequently, Mr. Abu 
Zeid shot Mr. Hassan a 
third time while the latter 
was falling to make sure 
that he died,” the court said. 
“He then fled the scene.” 

The following day, the 
court added. Mr. Abu Zeid 
' went to the victim’s family 
and offered his condo- 
lences. The family of the 
victim then offered a finan- 
cial reward to anyone who 
could lead the authorities to 
their son’s killer. 

Eight months later, court 
papers said. Mr. Abu Zeid 
informed his friend Ahmad 
Qaraqish that he killed Mr. 
Hassan and asked him not 
to disclose the matter to 
anyone. 

Mr. Qaraqish duly 
informed authorities and 
Mr. Hasson’s family of 
what he had learned, the 
court said, adding that Mr. 
Abu Zeid was immediately 
apprehended by police and 
confessed the same night. 

In his confession, Mr. 
Abu Zeid reportedly told 
police that he did not regret 
what he did and that he 
killed Mr. Hassan to 
cleanse his family's and 
mother-in-law’s honour. 

The court maintained that 
its ruling was based on Mr. 
Abu Zeid's confession to 
the authorities and the 
weapon seized in the pos- 
session of one of Mr. Abu 


Zeid's friends, which, it 
said, was the same used to 
kill Mr. Hassan. 

In December 1996. the 
human rights organisation. 
Amnesty International 
(Ail, quoted Mr. Abu Zeid 
as stating that he and his 
wife were tortured while in 
detention. 

The organisation further 
stated that during his trial. 
Mr. Abu Zeid reported the 
alleged tortures, “but the 
court did not order an 
investigation into these 
allegations." 

His wife, who is not a 
suspect in the case, was 
released from police cus- 
tody. the AI statement 
added. 

Amnesty International 
called for a full investiga- 
tion into the alleged torture, 
stating “Mr. Abu Zeid's 
conviction was reportedly 
based on a confession made 
after he and his wife were 
tortured in pre-trial deten- 
tion.” 

The verdict will be trans- 
ferred to the chief attorney 
general, the Ministry of 
Justice, the prime minister 
and finally His Majesty 
King Hussein for endorse- 
ment. 

In 1996, 10 people were 
executed in the Kingdom 
for various crimes. 


JPA council suspends weekly 
tabloid editor for four months 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Recent 
protestations against week- 
ly tabloids were the justifi- 
cation the Jordan Press 
Association (JPA) council 
Sunday gave for suspend- 
ing Editor of Al Urdun 
Musa Kilani from his post 
for four months. . .■ . : i 

: JPA .Director . Fakhri -Abu 
Hamda said the JPA disci- 
plinary council based its 
decision on a news item 
published in the Jan. 6 issue 
of the newspaper “which 
tarnished the reputation of 
two journalists at the JPA 
union.” 

The news item entitled “A 
reporter and a prostitute" 
accused the sister of two 
journalists. Yousef Gheis- 
han, the editor of the satiric 
weekly Abed Rabbo and his 
brother Nabil, a reporter at 
the Arabic Daily Al Aswaq, 
of running a brothel in 
Madaba. 

The two journalists filed a 
complaint to the JPA disci- 
plinary council in protest. 

‘This news item is inac- 
curate, lacks objectivity and 
honesty in reporting and 
tarnishes the reputation of 
two JPA members,” Mr. 
Abu Hamda said. 

In January 1997, the JPA 


AMMAN (Peira) — Minister 
of Education Munther Masri 
Sunday opened a three-day 
regional yourh training work- 
shop by issuing a call to encour- 
age young women to acquire 
vocational and technical train- 
ing. 

The workshop was organised 
by the United Nations Educa- 
tional Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO). 

The Ministry of Education 
has expanded vocational train- 
ing programmes in the schools 
and nearly 41 per cent of male 
students and 22 per cent of 
female students are currently 
enrolled in vocational training 
courses. Dr. Masri said. 

In the course of implementing 
the I9S7 national educational 
conference’s recommendations, 
the ministry has modified text- 
books. academic and vocational 
training programmes, school 
buildings and expanded techni- 
cal training programmes, the 
minister added. 

Director General of the Voca- 
tional Training Corporation 
(VTC) Ali Nasrallah informed 

the meeting that focus is being 
given to factory demands for 
skilled human resources. 

The workshop and subsequent 
round table meeting. Mr. Nas- 
rallah stated, will address a 
number of issues pertaining to 
vocational and technical train- 


Council issued a statement 
expressing its dismay over 
the performance of some 
weekly newspapers, stating 
that theses tabloids were 
abusing press freedoms and 
tarnishing the culture, val- 
ues and traditions of soci- 
ety. 

The union threatened 
tough sanctions against 
journalists who do not 
abide' hy m - -press; ethic?, 
stressing that violators will 
be referred to the union dis- 
ciplinary council, possibly 
resulting in their permanent 
expulsion from the union. 

Mr. Abu Hamda added 
that Dr. Kilani was entitled 
to appeal if he wishes. 

“We heard several wit- 
nesses including Dr. Kilani 
himself, who admitted that 
the news item published in 
his newspaper was inaccu- 
rate." he said. 

Dr. KiJani was not avail- 
able Sunday to comment on 
the JPA disciplinary coun- 
cil decision. 

But a close relative of Dr. 
Kilani informed the Jordan 
Times that he is intending 
to appeal the JPA decision 
to the Higher Court of Jus- 
tice. 

Journalist Nabil Gheishan 
told the Jordan Times Sun- 
day that he and his brother 
decided to file a complaint 


ing. vocational course frame- 
works. the preparation of pro- 
grammes for vocational centres, 
encounigemem of young 
women to acquire vocational 
and technical training and guid- 
ing students towards vocational 
education. 

UNESCO Representative 
Suleiman Awad Suleiman main- 
tained that unemployment is 
widespread among youths in the 
Arab World with adverse social 
and economic consequences. 

He added that recent statistics 
have demonstrated an increase 
in students dropping out of aca- 
demic and vocational centres 
with a serious parallel effect on 
general development. 

Mr. Suleiman maintained that 
the workshop and round table 
meeting will focus on difficul- 
ties and problems specific to the 
young as well a UNESCO pro- 
ject to attract youth towards 
vocational and technical train- 
ing. 

The U.N. organisation is 
spending nearly SI million of its 
1996-1997 budget for the imple- 
mentation of this project in 
cooperation with various Arab 
states, he affirmed, and the pro- 
ject is currently being imple- 
mented in Jordan. Tunisia. 
Bahrain and Lebanon in order to 
better encourage young women 
to enter technical training pro- 
grammes. 


at the union “for ethical, 
and not personal, motives." 

“His newspapers made 
false and scandalous accu- 
sations against our sister 
and, although Dr. Kilani 
settled the matter in accor- 
dance with tribal customs, 
we will not give up our pro- 
fessional rights.” he said. 

Mr. Gheishan charged 
that Dr. Kilani published 
the news item in question in 
response to his brother - 
Yousef Gheishan’s publish- 
ing a caricature in Abed 
Rabbo, describing Dr. 
Kilani’s brother. Islamist 
Deputy Ibrahim Zeid KiJani 
as a “hypocrite." 

Deputy KiJani. along with 
Minister of Public Works 
Abdul Hadi Majali, whom 
Abed Rabbo accused of 
stealing cars, filed a lawsuit 
in January against the 
newspaper and Yousef 
Gheishan. 

Mr. Abu Hamda told the 
Jordan Times that the JPA 
has contacted the Press and 
Publications Department to 
undertake necessary legal 
measures to assign a substi- 
tute editor for the four- 
month period. 

“If Dr. Kilani does not 
abide by the union's deci- 
sion. progressive fines will 
be imposed against him,” 
Mr. Abu Hamda said. 

RCC to host 
music events 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Under 
the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. three 
musical events are sched- 
uled to be held this week. 

Today the Conference of 
the Fourteenth .Arab Acad- 
emy of Music and the Sec- 
ond Arab Music Rostrum 
will be held at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (RCCl. 

The conference has been 
organised by the National 
Music Conservatory 
(NMC)/ Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation iNHF). Min- 
istry of Culture and the 
International Music Coun- 
cil. 

The NMC/ NHF is also 
convening on Mar. 4 at 3 
p.m. to discuss music pat- 
terns and performing styles 
in the Arab World at the 
RCC conference hall in 
cooperation with the Min- 
istry of Culture and the 
Arab Academy of Music. 

The Second Arab Music 
Rostrum, “Rhythms of 
Arab Music.’’ will be held 
at the RCC Conference 
Hail on Mar. 5 at I ! a.m. 

This programme has 
been developed in cooper- 
ation with the Ministry of 
Culture, the Arab Academy 
of Music and the 
UNESCO International 
Music Council. 


VTC training workshop 
focuses on role of women 


Local tourist enterprise wins 
global environment award 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A local 
tourism enterprise was 
selected last weekend as the 
most environmentally 
friendly hotel in the world 
by an international airline. 

Taybet Zaman Village 
and Hotel Resort was 
awarded British Airways' 
(BAj annual Tourism for 
Tomorrow Global Award, 
granted each year by BA 
for achievements in cultural 
heritage and environmental 
preservation, and in limit- 
ing pollution, controlling 
waste and minimising detri- 
mental environmental 
impact resulting from 
tourism. 

“Some people recycle 
paper and bottles." said Dr. 
David Bellamy, a promi- 
nent British environmental 
and conservation expert, 
and chair of the judging 
panel. “In Jordan, they’ve 
managed to recycle a whole 
village. 

“It’s good for the visitors, 
the local community and 
the environment, that’s w hy 
we felt that this project 
deserved to win.” 

Taybet Zaman was one of 
100 entries from around the 
world, judged by represen- 
tatives from international 
organisations such as the 
World Travel and Tourism 
Council, the World Conser- 
vation Union, the American 
Society of Travel AgenLs. 
the Smithsonian Institution, 
the New York Times, the 
British Tourist Authority 
and the Sunday Times. 

In winning the global 
award, the institution was 
consequently recognised as 
the most environmentally 
friendly resorr in the Mid- 
dle East and Africa, ahead 
of entries from Egypt and 


South Africa. 

The Taybet Zaman Hotel 
and Resort project, ow ned 
by Jordan Tourism Invest- 
ments. is a renovated 1 9th 
century village. 10 kilome- 
tres south of Petra. Prior to 
its renovation and reopen- 
ing in 1994, Taybet Zaman 
was a “semi -derelict” vil- 
lage representing one of the 
last vestiges of vernacular 
typical to Jordan’s rural 
southern regions. 

The principle of the vil- 
lage's resurrection was to 
preserve a pan of Jordanian 
heritage for the benefit of a 
small, local community, 
while simultaneously offer- 
ing tourists insight to local 
historic culture without 
being intrusive, says JT1 
managing director Yazid 
Abu Jaber. 

Former homes of the vil- 
lage are now 10S guesr 
rooms which are accompa- 
nied on the Taybet Zaman 
premises by several crafts 
and spice stores, restau- 
rants. bars, and one of its 
most popular attractions, an 
authentic Turkish bath. 

Management of the estab- 
lishment has trained staff to 
incorporate water and ener- 
gy conservation into the 
daily operation of the facil- 
ity, and uses recycled mate- 
rial tor ail public relations 
and publicity materials 
when possible, he said. 

“Another principle or phi- 
losophy that we have is that 
'these are things that should 
be done at home'." he said. 
“We hope that our employ- 
ees 'export' this knowledge 
to the rest of Taybet." 

"[Sound environmental 
practices] cannot be 
imposed." he said. “We 
would like to think that the 
best way to promote envi- 
ronmental sustainability is 
to convince people that it is 


the best wav by setring an 
example." 

Recipients of the award 

are also judged on their 

contribution ro susrainable 
tourism, described by BA 
as “development that meets 
the need^ of the present 
generation without compro- 
mising the ability of future 
generations to meet their 
own needs." 

JTI argues that it has con- 
tributed to sustainable 
tourism development not 
only through its environ- 
mental efforts but through 
its endeavours to provide 
employment opportunities 
to the local community. 

According to Mr. Abu 
Jaber. of approximately 200 
employees at the village, 
nearly three quarters are 
from the village of Taybet. 
and 99 per cent of the 
employees are from Jordan. 

“The employment issue 
was one of our agreed pri- 
orities from the very- begin- 
ning.” he said. “We want to 
see the facility run entirely 
by people from the area, but 
for reasons such as training, 
etc., this will take some 
time. 

“But in order to promote 
Jordanian culture and Jor- 
danian hospitality, it has to 
be done by Jordanians all 
the way." 

Taybet Zaman will he 
introduced to international 
travellers next month in 
BAs in flight magazine 
"Highlights" and received 
coverage in the last edition 
in the Sunday Times for its 
achievement. 

The Tourism for Tomor- 
row prize was presented to 
Mr. Ali Ghandour. chair- 
man of JTI board of direc- 
tors, at an awards ceremony 
in London last Friday. 


Muta University plans establishment 
of environmental impact centre 


By Sacha Baggiii 

Special to the Jordan Times. 

AMMAN — Plans for the 
establishment of an Envi- 
ronmental Impact Assess- 
ment Centre (EIACj to 
monitor pollution and 
develop the quality of 
environmental research in 
Jordan and the region are 
under way at Muta Uni- 
versity. 

According to Muta Uni- 
versity Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Abdul 
Rahim Hunaiti. the pro- 
ject. which has received 
an encouraging response 
from the Ministry of Plan- 
ning. will involve financ- 
ing from the Canadian 
International Develop- 
ment Agency (Cl DA) in 
Jordan and will be estab- 
lished in cooperation with 
Carlton University in 
Canada. 

Concerning the rele- 
vance of The proposed 
location of the E1AC in 
the south of the country. 
Dr. Hunaiti told the Jordan 
Times that the presence of 
potash, cement and con- 
crete factories in the area 
accentuates the need to 
expand environmental 
research in the Kingdom. 

In addition, he said that 
the centre will focus on 
topics related to the mis- 
use of chemicals in agri- 
culture. desertification 
research and arboreal 
issues. 

“Our Department of 
Agriculture maintains 


close ties with the agricul- 
tural community in Jor- 
dan. and the E1AC will 
enhance these ties.” Dr. 
Hunaiti asserted. 

Dr. Hunaiti last week, 
received a Canadian dele- 
gation headed by Canadi- 
an Ambassador to Jordan 
Michael Malloy. 

According to Dr. 
Hunaiti. during the visit it 
was decided that two dele- 
gations from the El AC al 
Carlton University should 
visit Muta in the next two 
months to further scruti- 
nise details concerning the 
centre’s establishment. 

It is estimated that the 
project for an El AC at 
Muta University will cost 
around JDI million. 

“We will not be con- 
structing any new build- 
ings to accommodate the 
new centre. Financial aid 
from Canada will enable 
us to develop our labora- 
tory facilities and supply 
the equipment necessary 
for it to serve its purpose.” 
Dr. Hunaiti affirmed. 

“As well as benefiting 
Jordan’s environment and 
the Karak community 
there will be a direct ben- 
efit for undergraduates at 
Muta studying related 
subjects,” he added. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Dr. Hunaiti 
described the efforts 
exerted by the university 
to develop external rela- 
tions and facilitate student 
and staff exchange pro- 
grammes with universities 


abroad. 

He said that during dis- 
cussions with (he Canadi- 
an delegates on Wednes- 
day. “agreemenLs were 
reached for further collab- 
oration between Muta 
University and institutions 
of higher education in 
Canada." 

Last month, the univer- 
sity received a donation of 
cultural, archaeological 
and scientific periodicals 
to cover a period of five 
years from the German 
Research Institute and the 
Economic Communica- 
tion Ministry in Germany. 

The university also 
recently received a contri- 
bution of scientific equip- 
ment from the Alexander 
Von Humbolt Foundation 
as a result of connections 
made by Muta Universi- 
ty's International Rela- 
tions Advisor Marwan 
Musa. 

“We have greatly bene- 
fited from our relations 
with German institutions 
and are delighted at bene- 
fits being reaped by our 
growing relationships 
with Canadian 

universities." said Dr. 
Hunaiti. 

He added that such 
external relations have 
begun to alleviate dilem- 
mas pertaining to the uni- 
versity’s sense of relative 
isolation in southern Jor- 
dan. 


Authorities arrest operators of eight illicit 
telecommunications firms in Kingdom 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Author- 
ities have arrested the own- 
ers/operators of eight 
telecommunications com- 
panies illegally conducting 
business in the Kingdom, 
according to a Department 
for Combating Corruption 
statement Sunday. 

The businesses set up 

telecommunications sta- 
tions in several private 
homes with connections to 
Israeli telecommunications 
firms. They then used 
mobile telephone equip- 


ment fitted with special 
aerials to make telephone 
connections abroad, the 
statement affirmed. 

It said that these “pirate 
«rnrions.” as they are called 
by the authorities, have 
been causing great finan- 
cial losses to the Jordanian 
Telecommunications Com- 
pany (JTCl by offering 
customers lower call rates. 

The department said that 
the sration equipment was 
smuggled into Jordan. The 
use of such equipment is 


banned in Jordan without 
official government 

approval. 

In January Minister of 
Post and Communications 
Jamal Saraireh. in an inter- 
view with the Jordan 
Times, warned private sec- 
tor companies against 
unlawful provision of 
telecommunications ser- 
vices. He noted thuL secu- 
rity forces had shut down 
several such operations 
and arrested rhe perpetra- 
tors. 
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Demonstrators pillage, torch 
Albanian president’s residence 


TIRANA (.AFP) — De- 
monstrators Sunday pil- 
laged and set fire to the offi- 
cial residence of Albanian 
President Saii Berisha in the. 
southern port of Vlore, wit- 
nesses said. 

The demonstrators burst 
into the villa, situated in the 
highest pan of the city, and 
seized paintings and furni- 
ture before setting fire to the 
building, the witnesses con- 
tacted by telephone said. 

The villa, which has a 
view out to sea, dates back 
to the era of Communist 
dictator Enver Hoxha. 

Protestors also set fire to a 
subsidiary of Albania’s sav- 
ings bank and a shop in the 
city centre. 

Daily anti -government 

protests began on Feb. 5 in 
Vlore following the col- 
lapse of Pyramid invest- 
ment schemes, and they 
have increasingly degener- 
ated into violence. 

Albanian protestors kept 
up the pressure on the 
authorities Sunday, staging 
new anti-government de- 
monstrations at the southern 
port city of Vlore after 
overnight violence at two 
other towns in the region. 

The seven-parry opposi- 
tion coalition Democratic 
Forum called for a new rally 
in Tirana’s Skanderbeg 
square, due to start at mid- 
day (1100 GMT) despite a 
police ban on demonstra- 
tions there. 

At Vlore. where nine peo- 
ple died in rioting Saturday, 
scores of armed men drove 
through the town, sounding 
their horns and firing shois 
into the air. despite an 
announcement late Saturday 
that the government had 
resigned. 

The protestors were unim- 
pressed by the televised 
statement by President Sail 
Berisha that Prime Minister 



An injured protester with bleeding face wounds 
receives assistance after violent clashes in the Albanian 
capital Tirana Saturday (Reuter photo) 


Aleksander Meksi and his 
government were to go and 
that a new team would be 
approved by parliament, 
dominated by the ruling 
Democratic Party. 

A spokesman for a group 
of around 40 students on 
hunger strike at Vlore Uni- 
versity said they were not 
satisfied with the latest 
measures. 

"We reject the idea of a 
new Democratic Party gov- 
ernment," the spokesman 
said. “We want all our 
claims to be accepted.” 

The srudents are demand- 


ing the formation of transi- 
tional government of ex- 
perts and reimbursement for 
hundreds of thousands of 
investors ruined by the col- 
lapse of pyramid investment 
schemes. 

Democratic Forum de- 
nounced Berisha's “dema- 
gogy” and dismissed his an- 
nouncement as "an attempt 
to deceive the people once 
again." The opposition has 
been demanding the forma- 
tion of an interim govern- 
ment that would prepare 
“early free and honest elec- 
tions." Mr. Berisha. who has 


refused to envisage coali- 
tion arrangements that 
would involved the Socia- 
list (ex-Communist) Party, 
the leading component of 
Democratic Forum, said he 
was calling a round table 
involving the authorities 
and opposition leaders Sun- 
day. By midday Democratic 
Forum had still not replied 
to the proposal. 

Vlore has been abandoned 
by the Albanian police for 
the past three weeks. Satur- 
day's rioting erupted after 
thousands of people 
stormed an army barracks, 
seized weapons and clashed 
with the SH1K secret police 
Friday. 

Meanwhile protesters at- 
tacked and torched public 
buildings in two southern 
Albanian towns overnight, 
residents said by telephone 
Sunday. 

About 1.000 people ran 
riot in Sarande, on the 
Adriatic Coast around 300 
kilometres southwest of 
Tirana, torching police and 
court buildings, while at 
Himara, between Sarande 
and Vlore. rioters torched 
the town hall and the police 
station, residents in the 
towns said. Police did not 
intervene during the rioting 
at Sarande and no injuries 
were reported. 

The disturbances began in 
the late evening when a 
group of men gathered in 
the town square, firing 
weapons into the air. They 
attacked police administra- 
tive offices and. meeting no 
resistance, looted weapons 
and set fire to the build- 
ing.They then set fire to a 
shop in the town centre and 
moved on to the port area 
where they ransacked sever- 
al buildings. Some 200 
prison inmates took advan- 
tage of the unrest and broke 
out of a local prison. 


€I4;4Fops over 1,0Q0 informants wprldwide 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) has dropped 
over 1,000 secret infor- 
mants after determining that 
many of them, especially in 
Latin America, were in- 
volved in human rights 
abuses, the Washington Post 
reported Sunday. 

Quoting unnamed sour- 
ces, the Post said that while 
the CIA dropped many of 
the informants because they 
were deadwood. “a dispro- 
portionately high number of 
informants dropped for (hu- 
man rights) abuses were 
employed in Latin America 
during the 1980s and early 
1 990s. but some were emp- 
loyed in the Middle East 
and Asia.” 

The paper said that “the 
magnitude of the cuts sue- 


gests the agency’s clandes- 
tine service had a broader 
problem with informants 
than the CIA has publicly 
acknowledged.’’ 

When the “agent scrub" 
began two years ago. the 
number of discharged infor- 
mants approached one-third 
of the total number of infor- 
mants employed bv the 
CIA. 

Officials said the purge 
was prompted by a smaller 
review in 1994 of CIA 
informants in Latin Ameri- 
ca. which the Post said 
“startled agency managers 
by turning up abundant evi- 
dence that the agency emp- 
loyed many foreigners imp- 
licated in human rights 
abuses." 

That review was sparked 
by the CIA’s discovery that 


ah 1 informant in El Salvador 
“had human rights prob- 
lems." a former official told 
the daily. 

As a result the CIA’s Latin 
America division in early 

1995 began dropping infor- 
mants. including some in 
Guatemala “credibly al- 
leged to have ordered, 
planned, or participated” in 
abuses, according to a June 

1 996 report. 

W’hile only about 10 per 
cent of the informants over- 
all were dropped because of 
human rights abuses, about 
50 per cent of those in Larin 
America were let go for that 
reason. 

Under a policy imple- 
mented by former CIA 
director John Deutch. CIA 
officers must now submit 
annual reports assessing the 


quality of their informants 
and generally are prohibited 
from recruiting new sources 
implicated in human rights 
abuses or criminal behavior, 
the paper said. 

The new policy has been 
controversial with some 
officers privately complain- 
ing to Republican politi- 
cians that they can no 
longer hire disreputable 
informants who may never- 
theless have valuable infor- 
mation. 

"Mother Teresa is not a 
helpful person if you want 
to find out about the Indian 
nuclear programme ... and 
you don't get to the top of a 
narcotics cartel or a terrorist 
group because you have 
kept the books well,” one 
source said. 


Oregon scientists cloned monkeys from embryos 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Scientists in Oregon have 
produced monkeys from 
cloned embryos, the first 
time a species that closely 
related to humans has been 
cloned, researchers told the 
Washington Post. 

The paper reported in its 
Sunday editions that scien- 
tists had used a technique 
similar to the one Scottish 
researchers used to clone 
sheep — the first time an 
adult animal had been suc- 
cessfully cloned. 

News’ of the Scottish 
cloning has caused a world- 
wide uproar, prompting 
some governments to pro- 
mise thorough checks on 
scientists and bans on car- 
bon-copy humans. 


Experts said the cloning 
success in Oregon, which 
has not yet been announced 
or published in a scientific 
journal, adds to a growing 
body of evidence that there 
are no insurmountable bio- 
logical barriers to creating 
human clones. 

The two monkeys, bom in 
August, were cloned from 
cells taken from embryos — 
not an adult animal, like the 
sheep Dolly. The cloned pri- 
mates are not genetically 
identical to any adult mon- 
key. the newspaper report- 
ed. quoting interviews with 
the researchers. 

Lead researcher Don 
Wolf, a senior scientist ai 
the Oregon Regional Pri- 
mate Research Centre in 


Beaverton, and director of 
the Human lnvitro Fertili- 
sation Laboratory at Oregon 
Health Services University 
in Portland, told the paper 
researchers do not plan to 
produce clones from adult 
monkeys. 

“This is really an effort to 
see if we can create geneti- 
cally identical monkeys for 
research,” he told the paper. 

Far fewer of these carbon- 
copy animals would be nee- 
ded for drug experiments 
because their sameness 
would eliminate much of 
the genetic variability that 
confounds such experi- 
ments. he said. 

The two monkeys are not 
identical to each other be- 
cause they were cloned 


from different embryos, but 
researchers said the tech- 
nique could be used to cre- 
ate eight or more identical 
monkeys from a single 
embryo. 

The same technique has 
already been used to clone 
embryos in ocher species. 
Scottish researcher Ian Wil- 
mur and his colleagues who 
created Dolly also used the 
technique last year to clone 
sheep embryos, an interme- 
diate step to their successful 
cloning of Dolly from an 
adult. 

Further advances could 
lead to the ability to make 
clones of adult monkeys as 
well, researchers told the 
Post. 


Death toll put at seven in China bomb blasts 


BELHNG (R) — The dearb 
loll from three time-bombs 
detonated on buses in Chi- 
na's far west region of Xin- 
jiang last week was seven, 
with more than 60 wound- 
ed. a local government offi- 
cial said on Sunday. 

Earlier, residents and offi- 
cials had said four people 
died in Tuesday's blasts in 
the Xinjiang capital of 
Urumqi. It was not known if 
the later figure counted peo- 
ple who were killed on the 
spot or who had died as a 
result of their injuries. 

The official, a member of 
the Muslim-dominated re- 
gion’s ethnic Uighur popu- 


lation, said most of the dead 
were studenrs. 

The blasts, the latest 
example of brewing unrest 
in the oil-rich region bor- 
dering central Asia, coincid- 
ed with funeral rites in 
Beijing for political patri- 
arch Deng Xiaoping, a time 
when Chinese leaders 
sought to present an image 
of stability. 

The Uighur official said 
Xinjiang authorities had not 
decided whether to trear the 
bombings as a criminal or 
political case. 

He said authorities were 
reluctant to label the attacks 
as politically- motivated for 


fear of aggravating ethnic 
tensions in the region, 
where Muslim separatists 
want to set up an indepen- 
dent “East Turkestan. 

Bur the Hong Kong newspa- 
per Ming Pao quoted Wang 
Lequan, the Xinjiang Com- 
munist Party Secretary, as 
calling the Urumqi bus attacks 
“typical terrorist activity.” 

The newspaper said Mr. 
Wang denied the attacks 
were directly linked to sepa- 
ratist groups or to anti-Chi- 
nese nots in the Xinjiang 
town of Yining earlier in 
February. 

“These terrorists are just 
terrorists. They have no 


other special background." 
he was quoted as saying. 

He said key perpetrators 
of both the Urumqi and the 
Yining incidents had been 
caught, and indicated he 
believed they should be put 
to death. 

“They have fought, 
smashed things, stolen things, 
burnt things and killed peo- 
ple. They should be severely 
punished." Ming Pao quoted 
him as saying. 

On the same days as the 
Urumqi attacks the Xinjiang 
daily published a long arti- 
cle that included a section 
on ethnic separatism and 
“illegal religious activities.” 



Three unidentified people lay dead in a hospital in the southern Albanian port town of More as a member of hos- 
pital staff looks on Saturday. Nine people were reported to have been killed after a bloody night-time exchange of 
gunfire between protesters and secret police (R euter photo) 

Indonesian AIDS cases, deaths drop in France 


army chief 
backs ruling 
party 

JAKARTA (AFP) — Indo- 
nesia’s armed forces chief 
has lent the military’s back- 
ing to the ruling Golkar 
Party ahead of May polls, 
breaking decades of tradi- 
tional neutrality, the state 
news agency reported 
Sunday. 

General Feisal Tanjung 
said here Saturday before 
the May 29 general elec- 
tions that “the big ABRI 
(armed forces) family” 
channels its “political aspi- 
rations” to Golkar. 

Gen. Tanjung’s state- 
ment, made at a leadership 
meeting of the United De- 
velopment Party (PPP), 
was in response to PPP 
members questions about 
the military’s closeness to 
Golkar. 

Under Indonesian law, 
the armed forces must re- 
main neutral in politics and 
not side with any political 
party. 

To guarantee this mem- 
bers of the armed forces do 
not vote, and 75 military 
representatives are picked 
by presidential appoint- 
ment to the 425-sear parlia- 
ment. 

Golkar, the party of Indo- 
nesian President Suharto, 
has won every election 
since 1971. 

Last year, army chief Ge- 
neral Raden Hartono was 
publically criticised when 
he maintained for the first 
time that the army and sol- 
diers’ families must throw 
their support behind Gol- 
kar. 

In January Defence Mi- 
nister Edi SudrajaL a re- 
tired army general, warned 
the military to remain inde- 
pendent and not to take 
sides. 

Gen. Tanjung said Satur- 
day that groups related to 
the armed forces such as 
organizations for veterans, 
soldiers’ wives and chil- 
dren. and military-affiliat- 
ed youths, were also sup- 
porters of Golkar. 

Meanwhile. Gen. Tan- 
jung said the military must 
crackdown on dissent to 
protect the nation's unity. 

The armed forces “cannot 
sacrifice the nation's very 
important integrity and sta- 
bility only to be tolerant 
towards concepts and 
actions which cannot be 
measured,” he told the PPP. 

He added that the mili- 
tary resorted to “limited 
repression” to maintain 
national stability. 

Its tough line was a “pre- 
ventive” measure against 
“destructive forces,” he 
said, adding that democra- 
cy was “not everything.” 
especially if it has “coun- 
terproductive” and “anar- 
chic” forms. He also dis- 
missed PPP complaints that 
the rules for the electoral 
procedures were too res- 
trictive, after the party ag- 
reed some of its chapters 
could boycott the election 
campaign. I 


PARIS (R) — The number 
of AIDS cases and deaths in 
France fell in 1996 for the 
first time since the start of 
the epidemic, tracking a 
trend in the United States, 
health officials said 
Saturday. 

A health ministry state- 
ment said 2,255 people died 
of acquired immune defi- 
ciency syndrome (AIDS) 
last year, a decline of about 
25 per cent from 1995. 

The number of new cases 
also fell sharply, tumbling 
to about 1,000 during the 
second half of 1996 com- 
pared to 1,228 during the 


first six months, said the 
statement. 

Health officials attributed 
the decline to improved 
drugs and preventive pro- 
grammes. 

U.S. Health officials this 
week reported a similar 
trend. ADDS deaths in the 
United States fell by 13 per 
cent during the first half of 
1996. said the Federal 
Centres for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). 

France's cabinet secretary 
of state for health and social 
security, Herve Gaymard, 
warned that the risk of 
infection was still present 


“These good results must 
not allow U.S. to forget the 
need to be careful... and to 
continue all necessary pre- 
vention efforts.” Mr. Gay- 
mard said. 

The disease was first 
detected in the United 
States in I9S1. 

The French government 
said last month that France 
was the European nation 
hardest hit by the epidemic, 
with 50.000 reported cases, 
30.000 deaths and 110.000 
people who had tested posi- 
tive for AIDS vims infec-j 
tion. 


Rebels vow to fight on unless 
Burmese junta resumes talks 


BANGKOK. (AFP) — The 
Karen National Union 
(KNU) vowed Sunday to 
battle on against a massive 
Burmese militaiy offensive 
which has displaced thou- 
sands of civilians unless the 
ruling junta resumes peace 
talks. 

"The fighting shall contin- 
ue, unless the SLORC can 
be brought back to the ne- 
gotiating table,” the sup- 
reme command of the KNU 
announced in a statement 
received here from the Thai 
border. 

SLORC, or the State Law 
and Order Restoration 
Council is the official name 
of the Burma junta, has 
reached ceasefire agree- 
ments with all major Bur- 
mese insurgencies except 
the rebel KNU. 

The rebel statement said 
more than 20.000 refugees 
bad escaped to Thailand 
since the attack on Karen- 
held territories in eastern 
and southern Burma by 
junta forces began on Feb. 
10 . 

The junta’s offensive be- 
gan only four days after a 
SLORC “pre-negotiating 
team” had offered a list of 
suggestions about how fur- 
ther peace talks could take 
place, it said. 

“Many thousands” of 
Karen and Burmese dis- 
placed people remain 
trapped inside Burma as 
SLORC troops have at- 
tempted to cut off access to 
the border, the statement 
said. 

“These people are in 
grave danger, and many 
families have been separat- 
ed causing much suffering 
to the refugees who sur- 
vived the hazardous journey 
to the border,” it said. 

A relief worker at the Thai 
border estimated that more 
than 8.000 Karen civilians 
could be trapped inside the 
KNU’s Fourth Brigade area 


in the Tenasserim division 
o f sou them Burma'. 

Many were believed to 
have been on the move from 
their homes in Tenasserim 
division for the past two 
weeks and could have been 
stopped in their tracks by 
rapid troop manoeuvres by 
the SLORC, border sources 
said. 

The KNU, which has been 
battling for greater political 
autonomy for almost 50 
years, expressed concern 
about the “precarious” 
security of refugee camps 
housing some 90.000 
karens in Thailand, which it 
said were under threat of 
attack from the “SLORC 
army and its followers.” 

It charged that civilian 
refugees have “recently 
been repatriated into war 
zones” — a reference to 
hundreds of Karen women 
and children reportedly 
pushed back into Burma 
this week by the Thai mili- 
tary. 

Despite the KNU’s call 
for talks to resume, there 
appeared little prospect of 
the SLORC holding off in 
its offensive which has 
swept through the rebel 
enclaves in its fourth and 
Sixth Brigade areas. 

One analyst said the 
Karens had already lost 
control of Sixth Brigade 
area, although it still had 
hideouts in densely forested 
areas, and would lose re- 
maining territories in 
Fourth Brigade area oppo- 
site Thailand's Ratchaburi 
province within two weeks. 

The KNU said in its state- 
ment that it had held four 
rounds of negotiations with 
SLORC between December 
1995 and November 1996 
and had requested a fifth 
round of talks. 

“Throughout the duration 
of these talks, the KNU was 
determined to resolve the 
existing political problems 


through political dialogue. 
But political dialogue was 
not on SLORC’s agenda.” 
the rebel statement said. 

Fifteen ethnic insurgen- 
cies have reached terms 
with the SLORC since 1989 
through a combination of 
military pressure and 
promised economic asssis- 
tance. 

The KNU came to the 
negotiating table after it lost 
its stronghold at Manerplaw 
in early 1995, when a Karen 
splinter group led SLORC 
forces into the rebel’s base. 

Bur the KNU maintains 
that giving up armed strug- 
gle and entering the junta’s 
legal fold is tantamount to 
surrender. 

The Thai army dealt 
another big blow to the 
beleaguered KNU when ii^ 
unearthed a cache of its' 
weapons at the Thai -Burma 
border and confiscated 
them, officials said Sunday. 

They told Reuters about 
200 Thai soldiers made a 
surprise raid late Saturday 
at Htee Ho Koh near Mae- 
chon village on the north- 
western border with Burma 
and found the weapons. 

Among weapons seized 
were 87 rocket launchers, 

1 1 recoilless rifles, nine 
machine guns and 1.239 
other rifles. 

The assortment of arms, 
the Thai miliraiy's biggest 
seizure of its kind in recent 
years, was believed to have 
been hidden by KNU guer- 
rillas fleeing the Burmese 
army offensive against them 
earlier this mouth, the offi-f 
cials said. 1 

“We informed our Bur- 
mese counterparts that our 
operation was only meant to 
search for the weapons of 
the rebels and not to pro- 
voke or confront them," 
said Colonel Suvit Maen- 
muan, commander of the 
Thai task force which un- 
dertook the operation. 


Diana settles libel suit out of court 


LONDON (AFP) — Prin- 
cess Diana and the Express 
have reached an out of court 
settlement in a libel action 
filed by the princess over a 
report claiming she would 
pocket part of the proceeds of 
a sale at which some of her 
dresses are to be auctioned 
for charity. 

The agreement, details of 
which were not made public, 
was announced Saturday by 


the editor of the Express on 
Sunday, Richard Addis. 

According to the Sunday 
Telegraph, Princess Diana 
will receive 75,000 pounds 
(S 120.000 ) damages, all of 
which will be donated to 
charity. 

The award would be big- 
gest to a member of the royal 
family since the Sun paid 
100,000 pounds ($160,000) 
to Queen Elizabeth II for vio- 


lating her right to privacy. 

In a public apology which 
appeared Sunday on the from 
page of the Express, the 
paper saii ‘We now accept 
that the articles were totally 
false. We unreservedly apol- 
ogise to Diana Princess of 
Wales for the hurt and embar- 
rassment caused and as if 
mark of this we have agreea 
to pay a substantial sura by 
way of compensation.” 
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Sr| Lanka 
abends for 
elections 
amid 
violence 

COLOMBO i AFP ) Po- 
litical violence has escalat- 
ed in Sri Lanka despite a 
crackdown on illegal guns 
ahead of a crucial mid-term 
test, for President Chandri- 
ka Kumaratunga' f < admin- 
istration. police said Sun- 
day. 

Supporters of .Mrs. Ku- 
maratunga's People's Al- 
liance (PA) and the main 
^opposition United National 
"party (UNP) have been at- 
tacking each other and 
sometimes fighting among 
themselves, police said. 
Nearly 500 complaints of 
polls-related violence were 
received since nominations 
for the March 21 local 
council election closed just 
under three weeks ago, a 
police spokesman said. 

"So far, the big incidents 
are arsoii, destruction of 
property and physical vio- 
lence," a police spokesman 
said. "The main incident 
was the double murder of a 
government MP and a 
bodyguard." 

The killing three weeks 
ago of ruling party legisla- 
tor Nalanda Blawela and a 
police guard by gunmen al- 
leged to be opposition 
UNP politicians has fuelled 
politically motivated at- 
tacks across the country, 
officials said. 

UN P's General Secretary 
Gamini Athukorale es- 
caped an assassination at- 
tempt Thursday and he 
quickly blamed ruling par- 
ty politicians for shootins 
at him. . 

The government respon- 
ded the next day by an- 
nouncing that opposition 
UNP men were plotting to 
kill one of its legislators. 
The UNP released photo- 1 
graphs .of one of , its local’ 
council candidates who' 
had been beaten, stripped 
naked and tied to a lamp 
post allegedly by thugs of a 
ruling party law maker. 

At stake on March 2 1 are 
more than the 238 local 
councils and analysis said 
the vote was also a referen- 
dum on Mrs. Kumaratun- 
gu's two and half year rule 
and her proposed political 
reforms. 

A senior minister said 
that a good showing by the 
government will help them 
to push ahead Mrs. Kuma- 
raiunga's radical plan to 
share power with minority 
Tamils in an attempt to end 
the separatist war which 
»has killed more than 
™ 50.000 people since it be- 
gan in the 1970s. 

The PA came to power 
promising peace and scale 
down privatisation of utili- 
ties but is blamed by rivals 
for the country's sluggish 
economy, the continuing 
Tamil separatist war and la- 
bour unrest. 

Analysts say the killing 
of PA ’legislator Mr. Ella- 
ivela. allegedly by UNP 
gunmen, turned the tables 
in favour of the ruling 
party, but it was difficult to 
predict if the sympathy 
wave would last unril the 
elections. 

Opposition leader Ranil 
Wickremesinghe. the UNP 
chief, tried to stem the 
wave of public anger 
^against his party by sus- 
pending rwo of his mem- 
bers implicated in the Mr. 
Ellawcln murder. 

Mr. Wickremesinghe. a 
former prime minister, 
called for the decommis- 
sioning of weapons held by 
all politicians and des- 
cribed the forthcoming lo- 
cal poll as the "most vio- 
lent" since independence in 

1948. 

* "Taking the guns of UNP 

1 supporters alone will not 

be useful." Mr. Wickreme- 
singhe said. “All the wea- 
pons given co politicians, 
including those in the gov- 
ernment, must be with- 
drawn." 

Justice Minister G. L. 
Peiris said violence entered 
politics because of the 

^large number ot weapons 
1 -in the hands of politicians. 
"This is a distressing 
social problem," Mr. Peiris 
said. 



Romania's exiled King Michael (left) and Orthodox Patriarch Teoctist (right) are 
greeted by people at the end of an Orthodox religious service in Bucharest Sunday. 
King Michael, 75, arrived in his homeland for a five-day visit, a week after the new- 
centrist government restored his citizenship (Reuter photo) 

Small crowds greet Romanian king 


BUCHAREST (R> — Ro- 
mania's exiled King Mi- 
chael was hailed by the 
head of the Orthodox 
Church Sunday as a son of 
the nation, but only small 
crowds turned out for a ser- 
vice in a homecoming no 
longer generating passion 
among Romanians. 

King Michael, forced to 
abdicate by pro-Moscow 
Communists in 1947. is ma-| 
king his second trip back to 
his homeland after the new 
centrist government res- 
tored his citizenship last 
week and he agreed to abide 
by the 1991 republican con- 
stitution. 

Patriarch Teoctist said the 
king had seen his church 
survive five decades of rep- 
ression, the bulldozing of 
churches by dictator Nico- 
lae Ceausescu and a 1987 
attempt to pull down its 
headquarters, the ISth cen- 
tury church of the patriar- 
chate. 

“You are the son of our 
church and of our nation." 
the white-clad patriarch told 


King Michael, seated in a 
gilded throne in the church 
spared from Ceausescu 's 
destruction of one-fifth of 
central Bucharest to make 
way for a vast palace. 

“God gave us strength to 
resist those chilling mo- 
ments in 1987. We no lon- 
ger have exiles. For us, for 
the church, we hope that 
you. will gather our brothers 
in Europe ' arounlf the 
Church." 

Outside the church, a 
crowd of no more than 
3,000 people greeted the 
king. Some waved banners 
depicting “greater Roman- 
ia," including territories 
populated by ethnic Ro- 
manians and now part of 
LTkruine. Moldova and Bul- 
garia. 

King Michael was greeted 
on Bucharest streets after 
his arrival Friday from exile 
in Switzerland by 20,000 
well-wishers. 

The authorities and many 
romanians view the visit as 
yet another sign that the 
country is returning to nor- 


mal after seven years of 
post-Communist Uncertain- 
ty- 

Opinion polls show a tiny 
fraction of Romanians, 
faced with plunging living 
standards in the transition to 
a market economy, favour 
restoration of the monarchy. 

New centrist President 
Einil Constant inescu says 
the king's prestige could be 
put to-" use promoting Ro- 
mania’s foremost foreign 
policy goal — early admis- 
sion to NATO alongside 
favourires Poland. Hungary 
and the Czech Republic. 

King Michael has ex- 
pressed willingness to as- 
sume this role, but members 
of his retinue say he should 
be “champion" of Roman- 
ian interests rather than am- 
bassador, "a term unfit for a 
king.” 

King Michael’s five-day 
visit includes a visit Mon- 
day to royal tombs north- 
west of the capital and a 
dinner with Mr. Constanti- 
nescu Tuesday. 


Tornadoes kill 23 in Arkansas 


LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (R) 
— A series of tornadoes in 
southwestern Arkansas 
killed 23 people and injured 
hundreds more Saturday, 
Governor Mike Huekabee 
said. 

Emergency services offi- 
cials said hundreds of peo- 
ple were likely to be left 
homeless. 

“It’s a major disaster. 
That's the simplest way to 
put it.” said Ray Briggler of 
the Arkansas Office of 
Emergency Services. 

Mr. Briggler said he could 
not confirm the governor's 
death toll. 

President Bill Clinton, in 
New York City to celebrate 
his daughter's birthday, 
spoke with Federal Emer- 
gency Management Agency 
director James Lee Witt 
Saturday night about the sit- 
uation in his home state, 
according to White House 
spokesman David Johnson. 
Mr. Clinton planned to 
remain in touch with Mr. 
Win over the next few days. 

"The president is quite 
concerned with the situa- 
tion." Mr. Johnson said. 


adding that Mr. Clinton first 
learned of the tornado as he 
arrived to attend the show 
‘"Chicago" in New York- 

Mr. Witt could travel to 
Arkansas as early as 
Sunday to help coordinate 
relief for victims of the tor- 
nado, he added. 

Several hospitals in south 
and central Arkansas report- 
ed treating scores of storm- 
related injuries, many of 
them serious. 

Little Rock National Air- 
port was closed to all air 
traffic Saturday afternoon 
when debris from the termi- 
nal roof was blown across 
runways. 

A Continental Airlines 
passenger plane preparing 
to take off was struck by 
flying debris and the pilot 
returned the aircraft to the 
terminal area. 

In some areas, electrical 
power and telephone ser- 
vice was lost when uproot- 
ed trees snapped utility 
lines. “It's a mess," said 
Sergeant George Craig of 
the Pulaski County She- 
riff’s Department. 

Mr. Huekabee activated 


units of the Arkansas Natio- 
nal Guard to maintain order 
and assist in providing 
emergency services. 

The hardest hit area ap- 
peared to be ArkadeJphia. a 
small city about 80 kilome- 
tres southwest of Little Rock, 
where three fatalities oc- 
curred. Dozens of homes and 
some businesses were heavi- 
ly damaged or destroyed. 

Officials declared a cur- 
few and said only emer- 
gency vehicles and property 
owners would be allowed to 
enter the city. 

Two others were killed in 
adjoining Saline County 
and a sixth in Jackson 
County, about 240 kilome- 
tres to the northeast. 

No dollar estimate on the 
damage was available. 

“We're concerned about 
people right now. not mo- 
ney," said the governor’s 
press secretary. ‘“I expect 
the governor will be declar- 
ing at least three counties 
disaster areas later tonight.” 

The tornadoes were ac- 
companied by extremely 
heavy rains and marble- 
sized hail. 


Cosmonauts return after Mir mission 


MOSCOW (R) — Three cosmonauts 
returned to Earth Sunday after conducting a 
ranae of scientific experiments aboard 
Russia's orbiting Mir space station. 

■•Everything went according to plan. The 
landing' capsule (from the Soyuz TM-24 
spacecraft) came down on schedule at 0944 
1 0644 GMT)." a mission control spokes- 
man told Reuters. 

The three cosmonauts. Russians Valery 
Korzun and Alexander Kaleri and Ger- 
many's Reinhold Ewald. landed at a remote 
location some 130 kilometres east of the 


Kazakh town of Dzhezkasgan. 

ITAR-TASS news agency said the cosmo- 
nauts, “felt well” after their mission and 
would be flown later Sunday to a location 
just outside Moscow- for routine post-flight 
medical tests. 

The two Russians blasted off from the 
Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan last 
August and conducted more than 200 
experiments in new scientific modules 
aboard Mir under programmes sponsored 
by the United States, France and Russia. 

Ewald spent 20 days in Mir. 


Zaire rebels claim victory 
at refugee site and town 


GOMA, Zaire (R) — Zairean rebels advancing towards 
Kisangani said Sunday their forces had captured the strate- 
gic town of Lubutu and the Tingi Tingi camp that had hefd 
170,000 Hutu refugees. 

"Our forces rook Tingi Tingi and Lubutu on Saturday. 
They are continuing to advance towards Kisangani." 
Mwenze Kongolo. justice minister in the rebels' adminis- 
tration, told Reuters by relepbone. 

There was no independent confirmation of the advance 
and no word on the fate of the refugees. 

Lubutu, 200 kilometres southeast of Kisangani, is the last 
town on the road from Bukavu and boasts an airstrip. 

Tens of thousands of refugees started Friday to leave Tin- 
gi Tingi outside Lubutu, fleeing the advancing rebels, ac- 
cording to aid workers evacuated from Kisangani Saturday. 

Zaire rebel leader Laurent Kabila was expected to give 
details of the capture claim at a news conference at his 
headquarters in Goma later Sunday, aides said. 

The rebel advance towards Kisangani, Zaire's third 
largest city, threatens the integrity of the vast and mineral- 
rich country, ruled since 1965 by President Mobutu Sese 
Seko. 

Mr. Mobutu, now in France ailing with prostate cancer, 
has decided to delay his return home for a few days to pur- 
sue his search for a solution to the crisis, an aide said 
Sunday. 

The delay is unrelated to Mobutu’s health, the aide added. 
His entourage earlier said he would return home at the 
weekend. 

A total of 57 expatriate aid workers from the United 
Nations and other agencies left Kisangani and Tingi Tingi 
for the Zairean capital Kinshasa, saying insecurity linked to 
the rebel advance made their work impossible. 

An estimated 1 70,000 Rwandan and Burundian refugees 
had set up a camp at Tingi Tingi after fleeing camps further 
east. Doctors said up to 40 a day were dying of hunger and 
disease. 

The Tingi Tingi refugees are said to include members of 
the Interahamwe militia and former Rwandan government 
army held responsible for the 1994 Rwanda genocide of an 
estimated 800,000 Tutsis and Hutu moderates. 

The U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees, Sadako 
Ogata, appealed Saturday to both sides in the conflict to 
spare refugees and grant access to aid agencies. 

South African President Nelson Mandela met Mr. Kabila 
and an aide to Mr. Mobutu last week in an attempt to bro- 
ker peace. 


The rebels, who have captured a swath of territory in east 
Zaire around 1.000 kilometres long in the campaign which 
started last October, responded to a Jan. 20 counter-offen- 
sive by attacking on several fronts, throwing the notorious- 
ly ill-disciplined Zaire army on the defensive. 

The rebels said they took Kindu, 400 kilometres south of 
Kisangani. Friday, a claim confirmed by independent 
sources but denied by the Zaire government. 

The rebels have identified Kisangani as a target. The city 
is a gateway to east Zaire and the last navigable point on the 
Zaire River which flows southwest to Kinshasa. 

A Zaire Defence Ministry statement read on sLate radio 
Saturday night took issue with the pullout by relief agen- 
cies. 

“It is the representatives of LIN. organisations who are 
sowing panic and confusion amongst the population 
whether in Kisangani. Tingi Tingi, Amisi or Kindu. with 
their untimely move to evacuate personnel.” said the state- 
ment signed by Defence Minister General Likulia Bolongo. 
listing other rebel targets. 

“The ministry condemns this negative action which is 
contrary to their humanitarian mission." it added. 

In Nice. France, an aide to Zairean President Mobutu said 
Sunday the Zairean president has decided to delay his 
return home for a few days to pursue from France his search 
for a solution to the crisis in his central African nation. 

The delay in returning to Zaire is unrelated to Mr. 
Mobutu's health, the aide added. Mr. Mobutu’s entourage 
had earlier said he would return to Zaire at the weekend. 

Mr. Mobutu left Zaire on Feb. 21 for southern France, 
where he owns a luxury' Riviera villa. He visited his doctors 
at a hospital in nearby Monaco the next day. 

He underwent radiation therapy following prostate cancer 
surgery- in Switzerland in August, his son and spokesman 
Mobutu Nzanga told Reuters last week, raising speculation 
that his regular visits to the Monaco hospital were for fol- 
low-up cancer treatments. 

But Mr. Nzanga insisted the visits were for routine tests. 

The aide said Mr. Mobutu had now decided to extend his 
stay in France until at least midweek so as "not to interrupt 
the work undertaken since his arrival in France, where it is 
easier to cany-on consultations." 

"His concern is to clarify the situation in the east. There 
are no negotiations under way with anyone, but there are 
discussions with the Americans and the Europeans, which 
has led to an impressive telephone ballet," the aide told 
Reuters. 


Clinton certifies Mexico as drug-fighting ally 


WASHINGTON iR) — 
President Bill Clinton Sa- 
turday defended his deci- 
sion to declare Mexico a 
U.S. partner in the war on 
drugs, praising President 
Ernesto Zedillo for his 
"brave action" in a tough 
battle that must be fought 
together. 

“Make no mistake about 
it. Mexico has a serious 
drug problem." Mr. Clinton 
said in his weekly radio 
address. “But Mexico’s lea- 
ders recognise that problem 
and they" have the will to 
fight it." 

Mr. Clinton sidestepped 
confrontation with a key 
neighbour and trade partner 
in certifying Mexico as an 
ally in the fight against 
drugs, but set the stage for a 
domestic political challenge 
from congress. 

His decision Friday 
brought a barrage of criti- 
cism from Democratic col- 
leagues. including Sen. 
Dianne Feinsrein of Califor- 
nia who is leading an effort 
to overturn the ruling, as 
well as opposition Repub- 
licans. 

But Mr. Clinton said Sa- 
turday the United States 
must “do whatever we can 
to give them the means to 
succeed.” 

"Mexican President Zedil- 
lo is fighting a tough, uphill 
battle against the drug car- 
tels which corrupt Mexico's 


law enforcement agencies. 
But President Zedillo has 
taken brave action," he said, 
citing the firing of 1,200 
officials, extradition of 
criminals for the first time, 
passage of tough laws, and 
the arrest of his own drug 
czar for corruption. 

"Stamping out the drug 
trade is a long-term battle, it 
won’t be won overnight ... 
This is a battle we must 
fight together with other 
nations," Mr. Clinton said. 

He added, however, that 
the United States would 
continue to press Mexico to 
take “tough action” against 
drugs. 

A senior White House 
official said U.S. certifica- 
tion of Mexico was “perfor- 
mance-based," meaning the 
Mexican government is 
expected to demonstrate 
progress on a variety of 
fronts in order to justify its 
approval as an ally in the 
drug war. 

The Washington Post 
quoted administration offi- 
cials as saying that under 
the agreement, Mexico had 
agreed to allow U.S. drug 
enforcement agents to carry 
arms in Mexico. The Mexi- 
can government has denied 
such a deal was struck. 

In its Sunday editions, the 
Post also said Mexico of- 
fered formal promises of 
greater cooperation in extra- 
diting drug lords, shutting 


down money-laundering 
operations and attacking 
corruption in its govern- 
ment. 

The senior official, who 
spoke on condition of ano- 
nymity, said U.S. officials 
have been engaged in exten- 
sive talks with Mexican 
government and police au- 
thorities over the last couple 
of weeks to improve coop- 
eration. 

"We will begin looking 
for continued improvement 
in those cooperative efforts 
over the next several 
months," the official said. 

Many members of con- 
gress were not mollified by 
the reasoning behind the 
Clinton administration’s 
certification of Mexico. 

"I don’t think it’s the right 
decision." declared repre- 
sentative Richard Gephardt 
of Missouri, the Democratic 
leader in the house of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Democratic Sen. John 
Kerry of Massachusetts said 
certification sent the wrong 
signal to Mexico and raised 
questions about the serious- 
ness of U.S. efforts to fight 
drugs. 

Republicans were even 
less kind, calling Mr. Clin- 
ton soft on drugs and warn- 
ing of an erosion of support 
for Mexico. 

“Certifying that Mexico is 
cooperating with the United 
Stales in the war on drugs 


is. in a word, a fraud," said 
North Carolina Republican 
Jesse Helms, the powerful 
chairman of the Senate Fo- 
reign Relations Committee. 

“Certification sends a 
message to those officials 
who are in bed with the 
drug lords thar the United 
States is not serious ... The 
American people must pray 
that this decision will not 
stand," he said. 

Forty of the 1 00 U.S. sen- 
ators signed a letter to Mr. 
Clinton this week urging 
him to decertify Mexico 
because of widespread gov- 
ernment corruption. Criti- 
cism in Congress was 
fuelled by the embarrassing 
arrest last week of Mexico's 
anti-narcotics chief Gen. 
Jesus Gutierrez Rebollo for 
allegedly taking bribes from 
a drug kingpin. 

Nevertheless. Mr. Clinton 
went ahead with certifica- 
tion on the advice of his for- 
eign policy team who ar- 
gued that to do anything 
else would only have made 
it even harder to win Mexi- 
co’s cooperation in the war 
on drugs. 

‘To decertify Mexico 
would just weaken Presi- 
dent (Ernesto) Zedillo just 
as he is fighting to weed out 
corruption among officials 
in his government," one 
official said. 


N. Korea turns to diplomacy after domestic dramas 


SEOITL (R) — Reclusive 
North Korea has sent a mis- 
sion to New York for peace 
talks with U.S. and South 
Korean officials, turning to 
diplomacy after a period of 
introspection prompted by a 
key defection and the death 
of rwo senior figures. 

News of the delegation’s 
departure came from 
Pyongyang’s Korean Cent- 
ral News Agency (KCNA) 
Saturday only hours after 
the agency reported the fu- 
neral of the First Vice De- 
fence Minister. Kim 
Kwang-Jin. 

KCNA said the delega- 
tion, which is to attend a 
briefing on proposed four- 
nation talks, was headed by 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Kim Kye-Kwan. 

The New York briefing, 
set for March 5, was called 
to discuss a joint proposal 
by the LLS. and South Ko- 
rean presidents for talks bet- 
ween the three countries 
plus China on working for a 
lasting peace on the divided 
peninsula. 

Nearly half a century after 
the 1950-53 Korean conflict 
ended in a truce, south and 
north remain technically at 


war, locked in tense con- 
frontation across the 
world’s last cold war fron- 
tier. 

Kira Kwang-Jin. who died 
of “incurable sickness” on 
February 27, was the sec- 
ond senior North Korean 
official io leave the scene 
within days. His superior. 
Defence Minister Choe 
Kwang, died on February' 
21 after a heart anack. 

Mr. Choe led a group of 
elders who had fought 
alongside North Korea's 
late “great leader.” Presi- 
dent Kim Il-Sung, in the 
guerrilla war for Korean 
independence from Japa- 
nese colonial rule. 

The deaths of the two old- 
guard revolutionaries 

quickly followed the defec- 
tion of Stalinist Pyong- 
yang's top ideologue, 
Hwang Jang-Yop, who 
sought shelter last month in 
the South Korean embassy 
in Beijing. 

Mr. Hwang, the most sen- 
ior official ever to flee 
North Korea, walked into 
the embassy on Feb. 12 and 
has been there ever since, 
surrounded by a Chinese se- 
curity cordon of police with 


assault rifles. ami-riot 
trucks mounted widi water 
cannon and armoured per- 
sonnel carriers. 

Seoul's efforts to persuade 
Beijing to allow Mr. Hwang 
safe passage to Seoul have 
so far yielded no progress. 

South Korean President 
Kim Young-Sam said Satur- 
day that Mr. Hwang's de- 
fection "eloquently illus- 
trates the grave situation 
North Korea finds itself in." 
and urged Pyongyang to 
follow die path to reconcili- 
ation and cooperation. 

North Korea has been on 
the brink of famine after se- 
vere floods in the pasr two 
years devastated croplands 
in a nation already suffering 
from chronic food short- 
ages. 

Pyongyang, which at first 
insisted that Mr. Hwang had 
been kidnapped by South 
Korean agents, later soft- 
ened its stance and vowed 
to dismiss the ideologue if 
he had in fact defected. 

Sourh Korea Sunday de- 
nied a Japanese newspaper 
report that Mr. Hwang had 
agreed not to insist on going 
to Seoul. 

"Hwang has not changed 


his mind, and he still wants 
to go to Seoul," Foreign Mi- 
nistry director Yoo Kwang- 
Sook told Yonhap news 
agency. 

Mr. Yoo said Mr. Hwang 
was "in good healrh” and 
had been spending his free 
time inside the consulate 
premises since his defection 
bid "doing some writing." 

The Asahi Shimbun in 
Tokyo Sunday quoted un- 
named South Korean sour- 
ces in Beijing as saying Mr. 
Hwang wanted to go to 
Seoul. 

But. because of North Ko- 
rean objections, his plan 
had been compromised and 
he had agreed instead to go 
to the United States. Asahi 
said. The newspaper quotad 
the same sources as saying 
Mr. Hwang's health was 
deteriorating. 

‘The South Korean gov- 
ernment will continue to 
negotiate with the Chinese 
authorities so that Hwang 
will be able to defect to 
Seoul as he intended.'' Mr. 
Yoo said. 

Foreign ministry officials 
said here last week they do 
not expect any quick decision 
by China on the defection. 
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Short and long 
term solutions 

A BLOATED bureaucracy is a curse that 
afflicts most developing countries, Jordan 
included. But how do we go about tackling it 
is the question that needs to be answered. In 
his letter to the prime minister on Saturday 
His Majesty King Hussein offered an interim 
solution: to send unneeded public servants 
home, with full pay, until such time when 
they could find other jobs in which they can 
be productive. This is necessary for now 
because the “excess baggage"’ that the gov- 
ernment is carrying, whether in terms of peo- 
ple or paper work, is hampering the public 
sector — and not just by making it a bigger 
bureaucracy. The social ills, the corruption, 
the frustration, the inefficiency that are 
caused by employing more than twice the 
number of people needed to run our public 
sector and paying them at most half of what 
they need or should be earning can be consid- 
erably reduced just by keeping the inefficient 
half at home — for now. 

In the longer term, though, real, perma- 
nent and more feasible solutions have to be 
found. The problem has to be tackled at the 
roots if we want to reach such solutions. 

But the reasons that have led to the current 
state of affairs need to be identified before we 
even begin lo think about answers. 

No two people can disagree that one of the 
main reasons for our bloated bureaucracy 
has been over-dependence on the state by our 
citizens. This is not the time or the place to 
discuss why this has become the case and to 
apportion blame for it. What is important is 
to take steps by this government to fight this 
phenomenon through any number of mea- 
sures that it sees fit No less than a white rev- 
olution can make this goal attainable, and as 
such this solution has to be long terra. For 
the shorter term, however, let the government 
just do what the King has requested from it 
Maybe such a step will be the beginning of 
what truly has to be done. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE PLANNED Israeli settlement on Jabal Abu 
Ghneini on the outskirts of Jerusalem represents the last 
link of a chain of Jewish settlements being erected 
around Arab Jerusalem to cm it off from the rest of the 
West Bank, according to Rashid Hassan. a writer for Al 
Aswaq. In his drive to cany out the programmes of the 
Likud Party and in his drive to fulfil his promises to the 
extreme right groups of Israel. Benyamin Netanyahu is 
losing no ilme'in the course of judaising the Palestinian 
lands and has been active in this police ever since com- 
ing to power last May. said the writer. The Israeli prime 
minister launched his mandate by digging a tunnel 
under the Aqsa Mosque, delayed the redeployment of 
Israeli forces in the Hebron area until he clinched a new 
accord with Mr. Arafat, securing 20 pr cent of the Arab 
city for the benefit of the Jewish settlers and his bull- 
dozers never stopped opening ring roads, uprooting 
Arab houses. Arab trees and Arab citizens from their 
homeland, he continued. Mr. Netanyahu’s announce- 
ment of plans to stan building the “Har Homa" settle- 
ment on Jabal Abu Ghneim did not surprise anyone 
because it is part of the Likud Party’s programme to 
perpetuate Israel's occupation of the Holy City and to 
cm off the nonhem part*, of Palestine from the southern 
parts, he added. The writer said that it remains to be 
seen if the Arabs are serious in dealing with the new 
challenge which, said the writer, has returned Arab- 
Isrueli relations back to square one. 

A WRITER for AJ Ra'i daily said Sunday that the 
Arabs are duty-bound to come to the help of their kins- 
men in Sudan or any other Arab country, no matter 
whether faced with internal or external threats. Salah 
Jarrar said some Arab stares have been claiming that the 
conflict in Sudan is a purely internal affairs, something 
which does not require or justify other Arab countries’ 
intervention. But how abour southern Lebanon, the 
Syrian Golan Heights and the Palestinian lands which 
are occupied by Israel which maintains aggression on 
the Arab lands, and what is the excuse of these Arab 
countries in failing to come to the help of countries like 
Yemen, whose islands are under Eritrean occupation, 
asked the writer, He said Sudan is beset with internal 
troubles, but it is also exposed to external threats aimed 
at its sovereignty and territorial integrity and it is in 
need of support and backing for its efforts to protect 
itself and fend off the foreign aggression. By claiming 
that Sudan’s troubles stem from internal strife among 
its various political factions, he said, these Arab states 
are in fact trying to shirk their responsibilities towards 
their kinsmen and escaping from a national duty. 



IT HAS become a common phenomenon in Amman to 
witness drunken minors in restaurants and to see teenage 
smokers in the streets flaunting what they believe is an 
expression of their adulthood but which, alas, is nothing 
but a form of compensation for negligence. Such behav- 
iour costs the nation dearly and a government policy 
action banning the consumption of alcohol and tobacco 
by minors is a must. 

In recent years, with the birth of the affluent middle 
class in Jordan and the advenr of a wide disparity in 
income between the rich and the poor, children of 
wealthy families have become a true manifestation of the 
economies of the leisure class. As a rule, economists 
believe that the rich families favour work and self-reali- 
sation to reproduction and child rearing which requires 
time and effort that is best invested in other types of 
employment, and because they view children as more of 
a drain on their resources than as a source of income. 
Fanners and the poor tend to have more children and 
send them to the labour market at an early age. 
Furthermore, the poor do not send their children for high- 
er education because of the more immediate needs of the 
parents and the lack of income to sponsor the children 
while attending college. Additionally, because rich fami- 
lies usually have some retirement package or fund set 
aside for their old age. they tend to part with their chil- 
dren upon entry into the labour force which usually fol- 
lows a college education. On the other hand, the poor 
tend to cling to their children and attempt to convince 
them of the merits of supporting the parents in their old 
age. This is also true in countries where the welfare sys- 
tem is underdeveloped or inadequate. 

Underlying this logic is the principle that the rich par- 
ents view their leisure time as a very expensive commod- 
ity. In fact, the more money a person makes at a profes- 
sion. the more valuable his/her leisure time becomes. 
(This provides an explanation, as Professor Gary Becker 
and other economists have pointed out. for the increasing 
availability of fast food restaurants and the spread of 
ready-made meals: as more women choose to enter the 
labour market, their free or leisure time becomes more 
expensive relative to the leisure time of women fifty 
years ago. and therefore they choose to buy a ready-made 
meal than spend time preparing one at home). 

Rich parents tend to spend less time with their children 
than poor parents. They also rely on other means to com- 


pensate their children for the time they do not spend with 
them. Substitutes for the parents' time may include the 
time of the maid, more pocket money, expensive toys, 
trips and Equality time" (which usually means very little 
time). In other words, wealthy parents have the means to 
substitute capital for labour in the production of children. 

Herein lies the dilemma. Minors in Jordan, a country 
which refuses to admit that its citizens do consume alco- 
hol. are left completely unprotected by the parents at a 
very early age. Twelve, thirteen and fourteen-year-olds 
go without the supervision of adults where alcohol is 
served and purchase and consume alcohol in large quan- 
tities with the money their parents give them to compen- 
sate for parental advice and companionship. 
Establishment owners cannot be blamed for serving 
them; after all they are not their parents and they want to 
make a decent profit at the end of the day. The parents 
also cannot be blamed for wanting to better themselves 
and the nation by working or socialising for longer hours 
than expected of them. The children are not adults and do 
not know what is good for them, they believe they are 
immortal and who wouldn’t at the age of fourteen or thir- 
teen? 

The government and society must play their part. 
Because juvenile delinquency imposes a cost to society. 
Because it is very expensive to Lose the brain of a person 
at any stage of development, never mind the loss of one 
at such an early stage. 

( And because, this is the way things are done in places 
that had to cope with such problems long before we did). 

Serving alcohol to minors in Western societies is strict- 
ly prohibited and we should follow suit. Additionally, in 
many states in the U.S., no person under the age of sev- 
enteen is allowed to purchase cigarettes. Adults who sell 
such products to underage persons face heavy fines and 
possible imprisonment. There is no reason why we 
should not create such legislation in Jordan. In fact, it will 
be more than welcomed by the parents of the cellular 
phone-touting juvenile crowd. 

Policy or government regulation is never the best 
answer. The government is nobody's parent. Legislative 
action is a second best solution in an imperfect world 
where people do not fasten their seat-belts if there is no 
fine for not doing so. And for the sake of children, some- 
body out there musr care enough to act to protect the 
innocent. 


LETTERS 

Why they won ’t let us forget 


To the Editor 

1 READ, with interest as usual. Rami Khouri's most 
recent column in which he acknowledges his understand- 
ing of the Jewish and Israeli “diligence” in continuing to 
hunt down former Nazis and collaborators. 

However, as an American, who has been subjected to 
decades of media propaganda regarding the rationalisa- 
tions behind the creation of Israel, and that state’s subse- 
quent policies towards the Arabs, I believe a more in- 
depth critique of the Jewish/I sraeli obsession with hunt- 
ing down and harassing individuals (most now in the last 
years of their lives) is necessary. Furthermore. I would 
suggest that in understanding this preoccupation, one 
must recognise several important considerations: 

1. The effort by the Jewish/Israeli lobby to portray the 
policies under Nazi Germany as unique in the history of 
the world. 

2. The refusal of the Jewish/Israeli lobby to accept the 
changing conditions in the present world, and the position 
of their peoples in this context. 

3. The direct correlation between the public relations 
efforts of the Jewish/1 sraeli lobby to resurrect the past as 
rationalisations and/or distractions of their cuirenr 
domestic policies vis-a-vis the Palestinians. 

In disucssing the first point, allow me to clarify that I 
fully acknowledge the tragedies of the Jewish peoples 
under the Nazi regime, and understand their sensitivities 
regarding this horrendous event in their history. While 
there are certain extremist groups which question the 
Holocaust, these are a minority, given little or no credi- 
bility among serious students of history. However, to sug- 
gest that what happened to Jews from 1933 to 1945 was 
a unique event in world history reveals one's ignorance of 
the chronicles of man's injustice to man. 

While the attempted “genocide” of the Armenians is 
well-documented and recognised by the international 
community, other examples of efforts to eradicate popu- 
lations tend to be overlooked: attempts by Che Spanish to 
liquidate the native populations of Latin America; 
attempts by the American settlers to liquidate the native 
populations of North America; attempts by various 
European colonial expeditions to eliminate native peo- 
ples in Asia; attempts by the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia 
to eliminate its own population. 

■’Genocide" is not unique in world history. What hap- 
pened to the Jewish people in Germany was a horrible 
tragedy, and unacceptable to anyone with a concern for 
their fellow human beings. The programmatic attempt to 
eliminate this group was perhaps the most organised and 
systematic effort we have witnessed in the history of 
mankind. I believe, however, this was not only a reflec- 
tion of the hatred towards Jews (.by a relatively small per- 
centage of the Germans), but equally a reflection of the 
efficiency of the Nazi regime combined with the techno- 
logical advancements which expedited their efforts. 

The second point I raise concerns the refusal of the 
Jewish/Israeli lobby to accept that the brutalisation of 
their people at the hands of the Nazis took place over five 
decades ago. Conditions within Europe in the late- 1920s 
and early- 1930s created an incubus in which an Adolph 
Hitler (or Benito Mussolini) could command the centre 
stage of public opinion, aspire to power and then imple- 
ment his own political agenda. Unfortunately, this agen- 
da included an attempt to conquer Europe and eliminate 
the Jewish population within that continent. 

Given the prevailing conditions in the world (the glob- 
al depression), as well as those within Germany (hyper- 
inflation. rampant unemployment, etc.), the rise of 
Nazism, accompanied by Hitler’s ami-semitism. was 
almost inevitable. The fact that his rhetoric appealed to 
the nationalism of the German people could be expected. 
Failures of Western Europe to stem the tide of Prussian 
chauvinism and the subsequent effects of Hitler's military 
strategies led to the implementation of his programme to 
eliminate the Jews. However, to portray these events as 


indicative of the position of Jews throughout the 
world, fails to recognise the unique conditions of the 
world, and within Germany at this point in history. 

Over fifty years have passed since the end of World 
War II. Germany has transformed its political and eco- 
nomic institutions and Israel has established itself as a 
powerful state within the Middle East. Yet. to hear the 
rhetoric of the Jewish/Israeli lobby, the events which 
impacted their lives took place recently. There are full- 
time organisations dedicated to hunting down octoge- 
narians who were barely out of adolescence when 
Hitler came to power. Other individuals and groups are 
busily tracing the assets of Jews who were victims of 
the Nazi atrocities. Certain prominent people (such as 
Elie Weisel) appear to have no other agenda than to 
perpetuate the actions against the Jews during a very 
limited time span of human history. 

The quesdon I raise is: “When wiH they get over this 
obsession?" For how long will Germans and the rest of 
the non-Jewish community be expected to bear the 
guilt of the actions Of the Nazi regime? Would any 
progress occur in the world if every victimised group 
throughout history insisted upon continual redress of 
their grievances? Will it ever be possible for individu- 
als to criticise policies of Israel without being labelled 
“anti-Semitic?" 

There is an expression that “time heals all wounds." 
One wonders if the Jewish/Israeli lobby has ever heard 
of this, and that if so, they believe their slogan of 
"never forget" is more important. 

My third and final point relates to the interrelation- 
ship between the above two ideas. I believe the attempt 
to portray the tragedy of the Jewish peoples under 
Hitler’s Germany as an unique historical event, and the 
failure to acknowledge the circumstances under which 
this event occurred, represents a deliberate ploy on the 
part of the Jewish/Israeli lobby. By focusing on the 
victimisation of Jews, and ignoring the advancement 
of their people under the state of Israel, the Jewish 
state can pursue a policy of discrimination against the 
Palestinians. In fact, the state can systematically 
attempt to marginalise the existence of Palestinians by 
controlling resources, including basic necessities, i.e., 
food, shelter, education, employment, etc. 

The arrogance of the present Israeli government can 
best be understood by its acceptance of the two 
premises outlined in my essay. To quesdon Israeli poli- 
cies is to ignore the tragedy of Jews under Nazism. To 
quesdon Israeli policies is to ignore the vulnerabilities 
of Jews in the world today. To question Israeli policies 
is to ignore the uniqueness of the Jewish heritage. All 
these reinforce the ability of the government of Israel 
to pursue internal policies which are contrary to pre- 
cepts of humanity. In fact, these policies appear to rep- 
resent the pursuit of programmes by Israel which are 
very similar to those of Hitler’s regime, albeit against 
a different group. 

I will conclude by stating that I do not underestimate 
the tragedies of the Jews under Nazism and other 
regimes. However, I believe that similar tragedies have 
occurred to other peoples. I also understand, to para- 
phrase Santyanna. that ignoring history may lead to its 
repetition. At the same time, [ believe that a deeper 
understanding of history may demonstrate that condi- 
tions at one point in time cannot he replicated at other 
points in time. Finally. I would suggest that manipu- 
lating and using history in order to justify unaccept- 
able internal policies can only be detrimental to the 
credibility of those responsible for adopting such an 
approach. 





Human Rights. File - 

Palestinian property 
rights stand on their 
own merits 



By Waleed M. Sadi 

THE MAYOR of 
Jerusalem. Ehud Olmert. 
has cried wolf at the plan 
of the Palestinians to 
gather information about 
their land ownership in 
West Jerusalem and 
described this Palestinian 
step as an added proof 
that they have designs on 
the whole city and not 
only on its eastern side. 

The mayor also suggest- 
ed that any real estate 
belonging to the 

Palestinians. including 
those who are legal resi- 
dents of the city in accor- 
dance with Israel's own 
criteria, should be traded 
off against properties 
belonging to Jews in Arab 
countries, such as 

Morocco. Tunis. Egypt or 
even Syria. 

To start with, since 
when does the collection 
of title deeds for 

Palestinian lands and 

houses in the western part 
of the city constitute a 
“conspiracy" of sorts? 1 
have always thought that 
Israel, which prides itself 
to being a living democra- 
cy among despotic rules, 
would be the first to think 
and act lawfully and 
democratically. Why the 
mayor of Jerusalem and 
all like-minded Israelis 
would want the 
Palestinians to forget 
about their houses in West 
Jerusalem, which they had 
acquired legally and' still 
have title deeds to attest to 
their ownership? 

The thousands and thou- 
sands of houses that the 
Palestinian had left 
behind in Jerusalem are 
living testimony that they 
were once the lawful resi- 
dents of the Holy City.*. 
Surely the mayor himself 
is haunted by these stone 
monuments every time he 
tours the city as they must 
remind him of the truth, 
the whole truth about 
Jerusalem- Surely he 
knows that what counts 
under international law is 
not historical or even reli- 
gious references that 
belong to the ancient past 
but legal proof of who 
owned what at the time 
Israel conquered most of 
Jerusalem in 194S. later, 
in 1967. extending its 
conquest to the entire city. 

The mayor must also be 
reminded that internation- 
al pronouncements on the 
city, including those 
adopted by the U.N. 
Security Council, have 
become part and parcel of 
customary international 
law that are binding on ail 
parties. 

Is there any legal way to 
obliterate the continuing 
evidence of Palestinian 
ownership of so much of 
West Jerusalem? Without 
delving into ancient histo- 
ry and whose capital 
Jerusalem was, our only 
concern now is the prop- 
erties of Palestinians 
legally acquired and 
admittedly worth billions 
of dollars. 

What kind of peace can 
we expect to nurture in 
the area as long as Arab 
Jerusalemites can only 
see, but not touch or enter 
into, the properties that 
were once their homes 
and where they, their chil- 
dren and their ancestors 
were born and reared? No 
Mr. mayor, lasting and 
durable peace can never 
be constructed on false- 
hoods and injustice so 
blatant that even you, 
yourself, can see and feel 
every time you criss-cross 
Jerusalem. Why then deny 
residents of Jerusalem the 
right to search for their 
houses and properties in a 
city in which you yourself 
admit that they are legal 
residents? 

As for the bizarre argu- 
mentation that the proper- 
ty rights of one people, 
the Palestinians, can be 
traded off for property 
rights of Jews in Arab 
countries, the minutest 
knowledge of the law on 
property rights anywhere 
in the world would 


explain to the mayor that 
the Palestinians are not 
Moroccans or Tunisian or 
Egyptians or Syrians or 
whatever else under inter- 
national law, and their 
rights and obligations are 
not one and the same with 
those of the other Arabs. 
Surely the distinguished 
mayor knows that the var- 
ious Arab countries are 
sovereign states and there 
is no way that one may 
deal with them and their 
respective peoples as con- 
stituting one so\ereign 
country and one people. 

To juxtapose the rights 
or obligations of one Arab 
country or one Arab peo- 
ple with those of others is 
no different from trading 
off property rights of 
Ecuadorians with those 
belonging to 

Argentineans, ilis as sim- 
ple as that. 

For the mayor of 
Jerusalem to state now 
that Israelis have property 
claims against Arab coun- 
tries and that those prop- 
erty rights should be 
addressed against the 
property rights of 
Palestinians in Israel is u 
legal folly of the highest 
order, and he knows it. 

Property rights of the 
Palestinians, whether in 
West Jerusalem or else- 
where in Israel, stand on 
their own merits and no 
court would accept to deal 
with them in conjunction 
with Israeli rights in sov- 
ereign and independent 
Arab states. 

And by way of a foot- 
note only, have Jewish 
properties been confiscat- 
ed. in fact, in Arab slates 
where they once resided? 
If so. what was the extent 
of this confiscation? Are 
thg concerned Jews 
deprived or have they 
ever been deprived of the 
right to seek redress and 
remedy in the courts of 
the countries accused of 
taking away their houses 
and other properties? I 
have yet to know the 
exact picture of this side 
of the equation, even 
though its adjudication 
does not in any way prej- 
udice the rights of 
Palestinians to their own 
properties in Israel. 

It is simply most unfor- 
tunate that the Jordan- 
Israeli peace treaty did not 
specifically address the 
property rights of 
Jordanians of Palestinian 
origin. I think our negotia- 
tors missed the opportuni- 
ty of a lifetime to deal 
with that dimension of 
Palestinian ; property 
rights. Accepting to deal 
with these property rights 
at a later stage and under 
the refugee issue was a 
big mistake. In any case, 
without the just and equi- 
table resolution of this 
long-standing issue, the 
wound will stay open for 
as long as there is a people 
and individuals not pre- 
pared to see their houses 
and lands taken away 
from them by conquest. 

History has demonstrat- 
ed lime and time again 
that wounds of this sort 
keep conflicts between 
states and peoples sim- 
mering and ready to 
explode at an appropriate 
occasion, when the geo- 
political equation 

changes. The bitter expe- 
riences acquired from the 
Treaty of Versatile, that 
ended World War I must 
be a lesson for all parties 
concerned. That peace 
treaty ended up to be the 
very prescription for 
World War II because of 
its inequities. 

It is in the interest of 
Israel, including that of 
the mayor of Jerusalem, to 
deal head on with 
Palestinian property rights 
instead of trying to brush 
them aside. By ignoring 
them, Mayor Olmert and 
like-minded Israelis 
would-be writing, again 
the very_ prescription' for 
the continuation of the 
conflict, no matter which 
party appears stronger and 
ahead at this juncture in 
history. 





« I 


* 


News 


Jordan Times, Monday, March 3, 1997 


7 


Deputies denounce Israeli plan 
^.all for strong counter-action 

By Maria Bizri , . . . 


By Maria Bizri 

SivcLil to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Several 
deputies at the Lower 
House of Parliament on 
Sunday condemned Israel’s 
recent decision to allow the 
budding of more Jewish 
settlements in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

During a regular session 
of the House, deputies reit- 
erated Jordan's rejection of 
Israel’s settlement policy in 
the occupied territories." 
Deputy Fuwaz Zu'bi 

tRamthaj said: “When Jor- 
dan signed a peace treaty 
with Israel, it viewed it as a 
strategic decision and a 
^treaty by which all panics 
need to abide in order to 
reach a jusr and compre- 
hensive peace.” 

“The Jordanian-lsraeli 
peace treaty and the Oslo 
accords were and still are 
the true test of Israeli inten- 
tions towards peace." he 
added, stressing that “since 
the Likud came to power, 
the Israeli government has 
demonstrated no respect for 
peace and has adopted 
numerous measures which 
can only be described as 
racist.” 

Mr. Zu’bi emphasised the 
importance of Arab East 


Jerusalem, adding that Jor- 
dan hud a crucial role in 
bringing the issue to the 
forefront of the 
international community 
and in forcing Israel ro 
abide by its agreements. 

Several other deputies 
echoed their colleagues* 
concerns about the status of 
Jerusalem and the peace 
process warning against 
Israeli attempts of Judais- 
ing the Holy City. 

Deputy Hamzeh Man- 
sour of the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) reiterated the 
Kingdom's stance on the 
issue stressing the “need to 
stop the continued Israeli 
rape of Arab land." 

He said deputies had for- 
warded a memorandum 
denouncing Israeli actions 
to House Speaker Sa’d 
Havel Srour demanding 
that the government cut all 
official ties with Israel. 

"The Lower House's 
agenda, however, did not 
refer to the issue in any 
shape or form, and came as 
a normal agenda, disre- 
garding the importance of 
Jerusalem to the entire 
Arab. Muslim and Christ- 
ian * communities,” he 
asserted. 

Mr. Mansour stressed 
“that the government 


should not overlook these 
demands and that in case it 
does not call a halt to all 
Jordanian-lsraeli relations. 
I. followed by others in this 
House, will have to leave 
the floor.” 

Mr. Srour responded that 
the government will do all 
it deems necessary and that 
the House must, despite the 
current disturbing events, 
continue its legislative 
duties. 

On other issues. Deputy 
Toufik Khreishan praised 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein s letter to Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti in 
which he dedicated AJ 
Hashemiyeh Palace as a 
home for orphans. 

Mr. Khreishan stressed 
that the King's decision 
“reflects his sense of 
utmost responsibility 
towards his people and hfs 
humanitarian sensitivity' 
towards the underprivi- 
leged." 

During Sunday's session 
the House ratified 18 arti- 
cles of the customs draft 
law. forwarded the 1997 Al 
al Bait University draft law 
to the House Education 
Committee and endorsed 
the 1996Ma'an Municipal- 
ity and Higher Health 
Council draft laws. 


Christians say 'Har Homa' is 
planned at ancient church site 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Christian 
leaders in Jerusalem have 
objected to the establish- 
ment of a Jewish settlement 
in the eastern part of the 
SHoly City on the site of 
church ruins from the Cru- 
sader period, an offical 
said Sunday. 

The Israeli government 
approved last week the con- 
struction of 6.500 homes 
for Jews abal Abu Ghneim 
ill Arab East Jerusalem, the 
same hill where several 
churches once stood as a 
stop for Christian pilgrims. 

“The heads of the Christ- 
ian communities wrote a 
common statement to the 
Israeli authorities against 
this.” Bishop Timothy 
Eveque of the Greek 
Orthodox Patriarch in 
Jerusalem told AFP. The 
objections were not 
answered, he added. 

According to a report by 
Judith Green, an archaeolo- 
gist with Israel’s Hebrew 
University. Crusader pil- 
grims would stop at the 
churches oil their way from 
the Holy City to the West 
Bank city of Bethlehem. 

Palestinians had warned 
of massive protests in light 
of the government decision 


but approval of the long- 
awaited settlement, known 
to Israelis as Har Homa. 
passed without incident. 

Construction at the site 
will be delayed for at least a 
few weeks with the peti- 
tion to the supreme court of 
a Jewish man who says he 
owns more than 50 per cent 
of the land on the hill. 

But the Christian commu- 
nities have not yet 
announced whether they 
will take the matter up in 
court. 

The mufti "Of Jerusalem * 
warned that war with Israel 
will be necessary to obtain 
control over the Holy City 
if the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) fails to 
get it through negotiations. 
Al Hayat newspaper report- 
ed Sunday. "I believe that 
the return of Jerusalem 
through negotiations is 
impossible." Sheikh Akra- 
ma Sabri told the London- 
based Arabic daily. 

“If the Palestinian leader- 
ship fails to take back the 
city through negotiations 
there is nothing left before 
us except war,” he said. 

Qatar meanwhile con- 
demned the Israelis to build 
in Arab East Jerusalem, 
saying it threatened the 


peace process, the Qatar 
News Agency reported. 

Qatar was among Gulf 
states most open to forging 
links with Israel as part of 
the Mideast peace process. 
But it backed off after the 
election of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu derailed the 
Jewish state's talks with 
Palestinians. 

A Qatari Foreign Ministry 
official said Saturday that 
the new Jewish settlements 
_ '’take the region^ back into 
; an atmosphere" of ''tension 
and violence and violate 
international law," the offi- 
cial news agency said. 

It said Qatar holds the 
international community 
responsible for any situa- 
tion resulting from 
‘’Israel’s settlements and its 
expansionist policies. ” 

Also Sunday. Bahrain 
criticised Israel’s decision 
to build the new settlement 
in Arab East Jerusalem, 
saying it violates 
international law and hin- 
ders the peace process, the 
official Gulf News Agency 
reported. 

Iran condemned the 
Israeli plan and called on 
Muslim states to respond 
firmly. 



CARNIVAL IN LEBANON: Lebanese scouts dance in Beirut, during a carnival organised by the ministry 
of economy to mark the end of the February "50% discount operation" in Lebanon. The operation, which 
will be repeated next yeai; successfully attracted twice as many tourists as compared to February' 1996, 
according to first estimates (AFP photo) 


Arafat heads for Clinton talks with 
Jabal Abu Ghneim high on agenda 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat left here for the 
United States on Sunday carrying 
strong Arab backing against Israeli 
plans to build a new Jewish settlement 
in Arab East Jerusalem. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu meanwhile vowed that 
Jerusalem would renvjin under Israeli 
sovereignty in an interview with BBC 
television. 

*it has been the capital of ihe Jewish 
people for 3.000 years.” said the pre- 
mier. taking questions over his contro- 
versial plans to build a settlement on 
Jabal Abu Ghneim in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem Thas -been taken from us. it 
was divided (...) now it's an open city, 
it’s open to all tliree faiths and it’s 
always been that way. under Israel sov- 
ereignty and that’s how its going to 
remain.” he said. 

Mr. Arafat did not make a departure 
statement in Cairo, but at an Arab 
League session on Saturday he threat- 
ened to declare an independent Pales- 
tinian state to counter the Israeli plan. 

The threat to unilaterally proclaim an 
independent Palestinian state drew 
condemnation from Israel on Sunday 
with President Ezer Weizman saying it 
would be “an incredibly stupid thing to 
do.” 

Danny Naveh. an Israeli government 
spokesman, said “such a move would 
constitute a flagrant violation of the 
agreements reached with Israel. 

"It would be a serious mistake which 
we would consider with the utmost 


seriousness." he told public radio. 

“A unilateral proclamation would be 
an incredibly stupid thing to do and 
would be evidence of blindness on the 
pan of Arafat." Mr. Weizman said 

Mr. Weizman said he hoped everyone 
involved “would display some intelli- 
gence" in resolving the latest Israeli- 
Pale.stinian crisis. 

“I hope that this crisis will end." the 
Israeli head of state told reporters 
while visiting a hospital in the northern 
city of Haifa where Israeli soldiers 
wounded in southern Lebanon are 
receiving treatment. 

Mr. Naveh. a close advisor to Mr. 
Netanyahu, added that “Israel is pre- 
pared for this possibility' (the unilateral 
declaration of a Palestinian state by 
Arafat i.” 

Mr. Arafat accused Mr. Netanyahu of 
"torpedoing" the Middle East peace 
process. 

“We are supposed to declare our 
Palestinian state in five years, but he is 
making changes and violating the 
agreements we ha\e reached and 
ignoring the negotiations on a final sta- 
tus.” Mr. Arafat said. 

“So. if I declare today from the Arab 
League the creation of a Palestinian 
state what will be his position? (For 
me) it will be one for one.” he told the 
Arab League session. 

Israeli-Palestinian negotiations on 
the final status of ihe Palestinian terri- 
tories, including Arab East Jerusalem, 
are scheduled to begin this month. 

The .Arab League accused the Jewish 
state of delivering "the heaviest blow 


to the peace process” and demanded an 
immediate halt to “racist and expan- 
sionist practices hostile to the Pales- 
tinians." 

Before leaving Cairo for his meeting 
with U.S. President Bill Clinton on 
Monday, Mr. Arafat told editors in 
chief of Egyptian newspapers that his 
talks in Washington will focus on the 
latest Israeli plans for Jerusalem. 

“I will discuss the peace process in 
all its aspects with President Bill Clin- 
ton and the question of Jabel Abu 
Ghneim will be at the top of the agen- 
da." he said late Saturday according to 
the Egyptian news agency MENA. 

Mr. Arafat stopped in Cairo on his 
way to Washington for talks with 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, 
wlio is to meet Mr. Netanyahu here on 
Wednesday ahead of a March 10 visit 
to the United States by the Egyptian 
leader. 

The United States has already 
warned that the plan to build a Jewish 
neighbourhood called Har Homa in 
Arab East Jerusalem could damage its 
efforts to bolster the peace process. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa urged Israel on Saturday to drop 
(he plan to build Har Homa. 

“The settlement issue is a dangerous 
one which is not based on any legal 
principle." he said. “I cal! on Israel to 
stop this action." 

Mr. Musa described the settlement 
scheme as "provocation against the 
Arabs" and said it would hurt efforts to 
boost the normalisation of Arab-lsraeli 
ties. 


’Israeli plan endangers peace process 


[Continued from page 1 ) 

Mr. Kabariti said King 
Hussein sent a message to 
current Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu in 
which he defined the Jor- 
danian stand w hich consid- 
ers any demographic and 
geographic change in Arab 
Jerusalem as a red line that 
cannot be tolerated. 

- In his letter. Mr. Kabariti 
said, the King made it clear 
that the status of Jerusalem 
is linked to the peace 
process, adding that Israel > 
fland in the "final Tallis 
negotiations over Jerusalem 
win determine the kind oi 
peace that will prevail in 

the region. 

^ demand that Jewish 
settlement programme** be 
hfllwd not only w Arab 
Jerusalem but aNo e»en- 
where else in (lie occupied 
Arab territories" %i, iJ ^ r - 
KEhariti. "Wo consider 
Niding settlement' as ilk- 
jsamaie and that any 
Mansion of the exiting 
SWJements constitutes an 
aggression on the Arab 
Ws. and a xiolalion ol 
t&R resolutions and » ,l? 
JjglKil accords " 

tampering l,k ’ 


status of Jerusalem, which 
is the cornerstone of the 
whole peace process, con- 
stitutes a violation of all 
agreements and peace 
treaties." he added. 

He reiterated Jordan’s 
backing for the Palestinian 
leadership and people in 
their quest to regain their 
riuhis on their national soil. 

"As to the prospects of 
Jordan taking any measures 
against Israel, this is a mat- 
ter of sovereignty which the 
aovermnent will decide on 
in n manner that will con- 
form with our interests and 
the requirements of our 
Il-cuI obligations,” he 
added. 

The Upper House ot Par- 
liament (Senate) also con- 
demned all Israeli decisions 
,o Juduise Arab Jerusalem 
and !•> change the Holv 
lily’s demographic and 
cciiaraphic features. 

“ |n a 'tatetnent issued at 
i he end of a session dedi- 
taied K> discussing the 
Israeli decision 10 esiabhah 
i..,vish selileinents on Jabal 
Ahu Ghneim. the Senate 
stressed the need lor reach- 
ulii iust and lasiint solu- 
tion lo "* ,ssue 0t 
ailing shor. 


of returning the land to its 
legitimate owners, allowing 
followers of the three 
monotheistic religions to 
exercise the freedom of 
worship in Arab Jerusalem 
and recognising Jerusalem 
as the capital of the Pales- 
tinian state will not help 
establish a just and lasting 
peace, the statement said. 

The Senate said it sup- 
ported King Hussein's 
statement about settle- 
ments, in which he said that 
the latest Israeli measures 
pose a direct threat to the 
peace process and under- 
mine the achievements 
made so far on the path of 
peace. 

The Senate voiced sup- 
port for the efforts of the 
King and the government 
to convince the Israeli gov- 
ernment to reverse its deci- 
sion to confiscate Arab land 
and build Israeli settle- 
ments in Jerusalem. 

The statement said the 
Jordanian people approved 
ihe peace treaty with Israel 
in the hope that it will be 
part of a just, lasting and 
comprehensive peace 
based on international 
legitimacy and the land for 
peace principle. 

Jordan has also supported 



Saue water... euery 
drop counts 1 


the Oslo accord between 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel, including the post- 
ponement of discussion of 
the issue of Jerusalem to 
facilitate the negotiation 
process rather than to foster 
occupation and impose a 
fait accompli policy and 
change the status of 
Jerusalem in favour of 
Israel, it said. 

The Senate called on 
Arab and Islamic leaders to 
shoulder their full respon- 
sibility towards Jerusalem 
and adopt a united stand to 
force the Israeli govern- 
ment to reverse its deci- 
sion. 

It called on Arab leaders 
to convene an emergency 
Arab summit to take the 
necessary measures to 
defend the Arab city, pre- 
vent its Judaisation and 
ensure its return to its 
legitimate people. 

The Senate called on the 
Christian and Muslim 
worlds to unite their efforts 
and join hands to restore 
the Arab rights in 
Jerusalem, safeguard the 
Islamic and Christian 
shrines there and to ensure 
the implementation of 
international legitimacy. 

The Senate hailed the 
Palestinian people’s strug- 
gle and their peaceful 
efforts to counter Israeli 
decisions and pledged sup- 
port for them. 


Israel hints it will not meet pullout schedule 


(Continued from page 1) 

Homa and the scale of the 
first stage of the withdraw- 
al," he said. 

The Haareiz newspaper 
reported last week that Mr. 
Netanyahu promised to 
increase the area to be 
evacuated to from two per 
cent to 10 per cent if Mr. 
Arafat ensured that the 
Palestinian reaction to the 
settlement decision was 
not violent. 

Israel has already with- 
drawn front major Palestin- 
ian cities in the West Bank, 
except for about 20 per cent 
of Hebron and has granted 
partial autonomy to Pales- 
tinians in about 28 per cent 
of the West Bank and most 
of the Gaza Strip. 

At a roadblock on the 

West Bank on Sundav. 


Israeli troops opened fire 
on Palestinian workers, 
injuring four, the Voice of 
Palestine radio said. Israel’s 
army spokesman said the 
troops opened fire with rub- 
ber bullets when the work- 
ers stoned them. 

The Voice of Palestine 
said four workers were 
injured, one by live ammu- 
nition. A II four were treated 
and released, the radio said. 

The clash apparently 
broke out when soldiers 
refused to allow the work- 
ers to pass the roadblock 
because they did not have 
permits to enter Israel. 

In Hebron, four tomb- 
stones were smashed at the 
old Jewish cemetery in 
what settler spokesman 
Noam Amon called “a very 
grave act of violence.'’ 

” About 450 Jewish set- 


tlers live in Hebron amid 
120.000 Palestinians. 

A right-wing international 
Jewish youth movement 
Betar said on Sunday it has 
sought Israeli approval for 
60 members to join an army 
unit to be established in 
Hebron. 

•'We submitted a proposal 
two months ago and are 
expecting a response in the 
near future." said Betar ’s 
leader Atnos Hermon. 

The army unit that Betar 
has proposed to be set up 
w ithin the settler communi- 
ty’ in Hebron w’ould include 
some 40 new immigrants 
from France and England. 
Mr. Hermon said. 

A defence ministry 
spokesman said such a plan 
has not yet been approved 
for Hebron. 


Netanyahu told Clinton he accepts 242 


(Continued from page If 

will raise the issue of Syri- 
an-Russian military rela- 
tions. it said. 

Last month, Israel criti- 
cised South African plans to 
supply Syria with arms. 

The South African press 
has reported that negotia- 
tions were in progress on 
shipping sophisticated 
equipment to Syria that 
would improve the perfor- 
mance of itsT-72 tanks. 

South African Defence 
Minister Joe Modise said 
Feb. 14 that South Africa 
had made no final decision 


on the arms sale. On Feb. 
1 1 . South African Deputy 
Foreign Minister Aziz 
Pahad said Damascus 
would make no decision for 
2 1/2 years and that “the 
question is not on the agen- 
da." 

Meanwhile. Syria called 
on the international commu- 
nity on Sunday to impose 
sanctions on Israel for 
approving a new Jewish set- 
tlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem. "It’s no longer 
possible to keep silent 
before the Israeli policy of 
settling Jerusalem." the offi- 
cial government newspaper 


Tishrin said. 

"The international com- 
munity must respond in the 
firmest and most efficient 
way to the Mr. Netanyahu 
government which is under- 
mining rhe foundations of 
the peace process." it added. 

“Arab and international 
efforts must be linked up to 
impose sanctions on Israel, 
so it will respect 
international resolutions 
and halt its settlement plans 
and its aggressive and 
expansionist policy.” 
Tishrin said in an apparent 
reference to resolutions 242 
and 338. 


Qatari crown 
prince arrives 
Wednesday 

(Continued from page I ) 

be the first by Sheikh 
Jassem abroad after 
assuming his present post 
as crown prince. 

Mr. Nasser said (hat the 
visit reflects the strong 
brotherly ties between the 
two countries. 

Sheikh Jassem is an 
accomplished military offi- 
cer who received training 
at Sandhurst Military 
School in the United King- 
dom and served with the 
Qatari armed forces. 

Conditions 

exposed 

(Continued from pagel I 

who had been on medical leave 
since early ibis year. 

Ms. Mohtaseb. also a social 
worker in the ministry, said she 
had cume across the problems of 
(he institute in ihe kiM days ul 
Ramadan, when she paid a \ isii 
to (he place ai itiar lime to check 
on (he well-being of ihe children, 
a tusk ministry employees under- 
take regularly. 

"There were 30 fasting girls 
and ihe iftar meal was so poor, 
lacking all nutrition siandarxls: 
they had no bread, no soup and no 
juice." Ms. Mohiasch said. 

’Their situation was miserable. 
They were malnunirioned and 
were wearing very thin clothes 
for the winter. The institute 
lacked all kinds of hygienic sup- 
plies in ihe bathrooms and 
kitchen." she aided. 

Ms. Mohtaseb reported ihe 
conditions to ihe ministry and 
was subsequently appoinicd act- 
ing director of the insiiiuie with 
effect from Feb. 2 simv Ms. 
Ghazi. the director, was on lease 
already. 

Nuha fell seriously sick in the 
same week 

Both Ms. Khasuwnch and Ms. 
Mohtaseb sad the conditions of 
the institute had 

deteriorated over the last years as 
a result of ’’negligboce and mis- 
management." 

There are seven siinifctr govern- 
mental institutions in the King- 
dom accommodating 520 
orphans, said Ms. Khasawneh. 

Those institutions have bud- 
gets that are enough to provide 
the children with a decern living 
(food and clothes) but unfortu- 
nately not all the lunds reach 
diem, explained Ms. Kha- 
sawneh. She implicitly blamed 
the Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment. 

The institute received two 
hours of medical care twice a 
week from volunteer doctors 
from the Saudi financed “Islam- 
ic Relief Organisation." 

According to Ms. Khasawneh 
these medical calls were not 
enough or consistent. 

Children in the institute are 
either orphans who lost kW or 
both parents, or whose parents 
an? divorced or jailed and illegiti- 
mate children usually abandoned 
by their mothers. 

"Some of the children were 
found on the streets and in 
garbage containers abandoned 
by their mothers." Ms. Mohtaseb 
said. Children abused by step- 
mother; and step- fathers can also 
end up in the orphanage, added 
Ms. Mohtaseb. 

In his letter addressed to Mr. 
Kabarib. King Hussein ordered 
that Al Hashemiyeh Palace be 
turned "into a home lor the inno- 
cent children who should be able 
to move there once it has teen 
refined and as soon as possible.” 

‘The maintenance of the chil- 
dren’s new home will be rhe 
responsibility of the engineering 
staff’ of the Royal Court." the 
King added. 

The King, along with Queen 
Note and Her Royal Highness 
Princess Zein will follow up on 
the affairs of these children with 
the assistance of the prime minis- 
ter. the chief of the Royal Court, 
tlie chief mufti of the Royal Court 
Sheikh Izzeddin Khatib. the com- 
petent minister, the chief of tlie 
Royal Medical Services and offi- 
cials and specialists in nutrition, 
mental and physical education. 

Children were eating candies, 
chocolates and lollipops and 
playing when the Jordan Times 
visited the institute. 

Princess Zein had sent all 
those gifts to ihe orphanage two 
days ago. the director said. 

“We need to draw attention to 
our institute and others serving 
equal purposes, and their needs 
for financial donations in order to 
be able to go on serving and help- 
ing the less fortunate in our sevi- 
dv." said Ms. Khasawneh, 
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U.N.: Asians increase investment in Europe 


GENEVA (AFP) — Busi- 
nesses in Asian Tiger 
economies are beginning to 
invest seriously in Europe, 
rempted by its rich markets 
and to gain access to high 
technology to strengthen 
their competitive edge, a 
U.N. report has said. 

Developing Asia’s For- 
eign Direct Investment 
(FDJ) in Europe increased 
more than eightfold to $860 
million annually during 
1992-1994 compared with 
figures in the previous three 
years. 

Hong Kong leads the 
pack, with its stock of 
investment in Europe put at 
$1.3 billion in 1994, says 
the report by the U.N. Con- 
ference on Trade and Devel- 
opment (UNCTAD). 

South Korea ranks second 
in terms of direct invest- 
ment in Europe while Tai- 
wan is next after Hong 
Kong on the foreign equity 
investment fironL 

The report, entitled: 


“Sharing Asia's dynamism: 
Asian direct investment in 
the European Union (EU)." 
draws on a range of sources, 
including figures the World 
Bank and the Organisation 
of Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD). 

Although only about five 
per cent of the area’s total 
investment is to be found in 
Europe, the low level “does 
not reflect neglect, but 
rather the fact that Asian 
firms are just at the begin- 
ning of their entry into 
Europe.” 

"Many firms of the Asian 
newly industrialising 

economies increasingly see 
need for a direct presence in 
the EU in order to serve this 
large and rich market.” the 
report points ouL 

“Others are seeking 
access to advanced technol- 
ogy and skills, research and 
development programmes.” 
it says. 

Britain is the most popular 
choice for Asian transna- 


tional firms, absorbing 40 
per cent of their entire FDl 
stock. Germany has 30 per 
cent, and the Netherlands 
20 per cent. 

Asian firms are also cast- 
ing eyes around eastern 
Europe, which offers low- 
eost production bases and a 
good platform for entry into 
the EU internal market. 

South Korea’s Daewoo for 
instance has bought into car 
plants in Romania. Poland 
and the Czech Republic. 

Manufacturing and the 
service sector are equally 
represented in the break- 
down of the investment, 
according to the report. 

Hong Kong companies 
have channeled most of 
their capital into the whole- 
sale and retail trade in 
Europe. 

South Korea's chaebols 
— industrial giants — have 
targetted manufacturing, 
and in particular, the elec- 
tronics industry which cov- 
ers three quarters of all their 


European investment. 

Taiwan too has focussed 
on manufacturing, which is 
undertaken mainly by small 
and medium-sized enter- 
prises. The island’s stock of 
European investment mea- 
sures at least half a billion 
dollars. 

Taiwanese firms are moti- 
vated primarily by rising 
costs at home, currency 
appreciation and the need 
for risk diversification, the 
study says. 

Singapore, in hot rivalry 
with Hong Kong for region- 
al hub status, is the odd 
Tiger out Up to 90 per cent 
of EU investment from 
"lion city" has gone into 
finance. 

In the future, Taiwan and 
South Korea are likely to 
show more interest in ser- 
vices as banks and insur- 
ance companies jump on the 
bandwagon. 

Though currently meagre 
in comparison with that of 
the “Tigers", investment 


from South East Asian 
nations such as Thailand, 
Malaysia and Indonesia is 
set to rise, geared towards 
niches such as components 
and in food, rubber, petro- 
chemicals and textiles. 

China and India will prob- 
ably remain on the sidelines 
for the “foreseeable future,” 
as they concentrate on 
neighbouring markets. 

As as whole, “one could 
say the scale of investment 
in Europe (from developing 
Asia) is almost a peanut.” 
senior UNCTAD economist 
Zbigniew Zimny rold a 
press conference. 

The area's share of invest- 
ment accounts for just one 
per cent of total Europe’s 
aggregate inward invest- 
ment. 

Hong Kong, the world’s 
fourth largest global 
investor after the United 
States, Britain and Ger- 
many, directs just three per 
cent of its investment to the 
EU. 


Iraq to import 
$9 million in food, 
medicine from Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Iraq will import around $9 million worth 
of food, medicine and detergents from Egypt uoder a deal 
reached between the two countries, Iraq’s envoy to the 
Arab League was quoted as saying Sunday. 

“Iraq has agreed with Egypt to import food, medicine and 
detergents worth 30 million pounds (S9 million),” NabiJ 
Najm, Iraq’s ambassador to the Cairo-based pan- Arab 
body, told the official daily Ai Gomhuria. 

In February, Iraqi Commerce Minister Mohammad 
Mahdi AJ Saleh had talks with his Egyptian counterpart, 
Nawal A) Tatawi, on ways of boosting trade relations 
between the two countries. 

Diplomatic relations between Iraq and Egypt have been 
severed since 1991. but in 1996 the two countries resumed 
trade. 

In January, an Iraqi delegation visted Cairo and secured a 
$2.7 million deal to buy Egyptian medicine. Iraqi diplo- 
matic sources here have said. 

Last year several Egyptian businessmen visited Baghdad 
to explore ways of relaunching trade between the two 
countries. 

In December Iraq revealed its intention to conclude deals 
worth $200 million with Egypt to obtain oil and industrial 
detergents. 


Arab Gulf states warned Indian tax-cutting 
against abandoning reforms budget delights business 


9~ • 




ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states could lose 
their credibility if they were 
tempted by a surge in oil 
prices and abandonned 
reforms they introduced 
recently to revive their 
economies, according to a 
prominent expert. 

Henry Azzam, chief econ- 
omist at the Saudi National 
Commercial Bank, said 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states needed to give 
the private sector a greater 
role in domestic develop- 
ment to tackle economic 
and financial difficulties 
caused by weak crude prices 
over the past decade. 

“GCC states should pur- 
sue their economic restruc- 
turing programmes regard- 
less of the developments in 
the oil price,” Mr. Azzam 
wrote in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) economic 
weekly Emirates Today. 

“If oil prices remained 
strong as they were in 1996. 
this will provide the GCC 
decision-makers with a 
room for moving and 
maneuvering. But the price 
increase should not prompt 
the GCC to abandon 
reforms as this will 
undoubtedly reflect non- 
credibility and send discour- 
aging signals to the private 


sector.” he cautioned. 

Most GCC members have 
carried out reforms, includ- 
ing privatisations and ratio- 
nalisation of expenditure, to 
spur growth and tackle per- 
sistent deficits in their bud- 
gets and balances of pay- 
ments. 

The shortfalls emerged in 
mid 1980s and were a result 
of low oil prices followed 
by huge payments for the 
1991 Gulf war. The situa- 
tion is in contrast with the 
late 1970s and early 1980s, 
when Gulf countries 
enjoyed large cash surplus- 
es. 

Sharp reduction in spend- 
ing. to $68 billion in 1996 
from around $120 billion in 
1991, trimmed the com- 
bined GCC budget deficit to 
$9 billion from a record $60 
billion . official figures 
showed. 

Mr. Azzam said the latest 
oil price increase would not 
be enough to help GCC 
states in attaining sustain- 
able growth and tackle the 
deficit. 

“If the GCC decided to 
suspend economic reforms, 
the region will lose the 
momentum of economic 
change which has become 
clear and tangible.” he said. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Master-juggler Palaniappan 
Chidambaram has delighted 
Indian business here as he 
unveiled a balanced budget 
for the fiscal year to March 
I99S. 

Mr. Chidambaram 

announced a $66.4 billion 
i budget that balanced expen- 
diture and revenues exactly. 

He slashed taxes across 
the board, cutting maximum 
personal income tax from 
40 per cent to 30, promised 
to cut government expendi- 
ture and took steps to boost 
share markets. 

A member of an eight- 
party minority coalition, Mr. 
Chidambaram also pledged 
to pump SI. 8 billion of 
credit into agriculture, “the 
lifeblood of the economy.” 

He also began chipping- 
away at the country's insur- 
ance monopoly by allowing 
selected Indian companies 
to compete in the health 
insurance sector. 

Mr. Chidambaram also 
said that he was determined 
to bring the fiscal deficit 
down to under four per cent 
in the long term. It currently 
stands at about $18.7 bil- 
lion. or six per cent of gross 
domestic product. 

He said the fiscal deficit 
would come down to 4.5 per 


THE Daily Crossword 



ACROSS 
1 Andy’s partner 
5 Kingdom ' 

10 Starch 

14 Tra — 

15 Tedium 

16 Earnest request 

17 Fan the flames 

18 Lend beauty to 

19 Speak wildly 

20 Apostatizes 

23 Bustle 

24 Attempt 

25 Snake 

28 Inspires with 
love 

32 Angel's delight: 
abbr. 

35 Wrapping 
material 

37 Evil habit 

38 — suey 

39 Has a bare 
chance 

42 Assistant 

43 Gen. Robert — 

44 Send up the — 
(imprison) 

45 Sound levels: 
abbr. 

46 First pitcher in a 
game 

48 Notable period 

49 King of France 

50 — on (start to 
compute) 

52 Is philanthropic 

60 Stratford-upon- 

61 Concerning 

62 Cun/e 

64 Receipts 

65 French river 

66 Brand 

67 Over again 

68 Certain punches 

69 Undergarment 

DOWN 

1 TV alien 

2 Handle roughly 

3 Butter substitute 

4 A condiment 

5 Use one's head 

6 Within: pref. 

7 In a short time 

8 Artificial fishing 
bait 
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cent during the fiscal, 
adding: “I have not wavered 
In my commitment to con- 
tinue on the course of fiscal 
correction.” 

Former Confederation of 
Indian Industry president 
Subodh Bhargava, who 
heads leading Indian car 
maker Maruti Uydog. said: 
“It's a very good growth- 
orientated budget. It should 
boost the capital markets 
and investment." 

K. G. Raman a than, chief 
of the state-run India Petro- 
chemicals Ltd, said: “It is a 
very positive budget I give 
it eight points on a scale of 
10 . 

“The change from regula- 
tion to overall management 
is an indication that the 
reforms are continuing and 
■ will continue.” he added. 

Pran Taiwan a car compo- 
nent businessman, added: “I 
am only disappointed with 
insurance because it needed 
a little wider competition. 
Overall, however, the bud- 
get is excellent. It has done a 
little bit for everyone — the 
poor, the corporate sector, 
the capital markets and even 
senior citizens." 

Mr. Chidambaram, how- 
ever, warned India was fac- 
ing problems with its rising 
oil demand and its under- 
performing power sector. 

Mr. Chidambaram said: 
“Two areas of great concern 
are the sharp drop in domes- 
tic crude oil production and 
the sluggish performance of 
the power sector. 
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by Edgar R. Fontaine 


9 Musician 

10 Small branch 
with flowers 

11 Jai — 

12 Man 

13 Vow 

21 Delightful places 

22 Paris money: 
abbr. 

25 Syrian leader 

26 Indian title of 
respect 

27 Goads 

29 Batting champ, 
once 

30 Headdress 

31 Certain group 

32 Push 

33 Cowboy, at 
times 

34 Horse — (film 
genre) 

36 Wonder 

38 Greek letter 

40 — hang out (be 
completely 
candid) 
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41 Boo-boo 

46 Distress signal 

47 Makes jubilant 
49 Restore 


54 Mark a ballot 

55 One of the reeds 

56 Kind of cap 

57 Ached 


51 Liquid measures 58 Cafs-paw 

52 Silly 59 Bema 

53 The Terrible 63 Soft drink 
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B0JB0SCOPE 
• FORECAST 
dPQR MONDAY, 

MARCH 3, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARSES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Make notes to 
yourself of any ideas 
which you have today, so 
you won't forget them in 
the days ahead Stop 
dreaming about success 
and make it a reality for 
yourself and your loved ; 
ones who will be appre- 
ciative. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Check out some 
new recreations today 
which you can enjoy with 
your mat e, however, stay 
within your budget. A 
wealthy friend can give 
you good advice concern- 
ing career activities, only 
if you are responsive. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) If you use your 
imagination today and try 
some new technique, you 
can get ahead much faster. 
Be sure you use mud) 
care in motion of any kind 
later, thereby you elimi- 
nate any difficulties pre- 
sent. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 2 1 ) Con- 
tact important acquain- 
tances today and make 
sure they know your 
intentions, thereby there 
won’t be any misunder- 
standings . Avoid anyone 
who will hinder your 
progress and make your 
career activities less pro- 
ductive. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) If you get into any 
new activities today, be 
sure you keep them sepa- 
rate from your present 
endeavours. If you travel 
anywhere later this 
evening, don’t over pack 
or you won’t enjoy the 
experience ahead. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Sit down 
with your mate today and 
make plan# Tor the days 
ah&ad. so ”that r j $bu v tom 
galh recognition from a 
bigwig. A business fellow 
associate can give you 
good advice, however, 
only if you are willing to 
listen. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Seize an 
opportunity today which 
will help you to improve 
your reputation and make 
you more recognisable to 
those in authority. Make a 
plan with a fellow associ- 
ate and Jabour together for 
greater success. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Be more 
energetic at your usual 
activities today, and you 
can gain greater benefits 
from your endeavours. Be 
more cooperative and 
helpful with your fellow 
associates 1 and thereby 
both of you will become 
successful. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21 ) An individual con- 
nected with entertainment 
can be of assistance to you 
today, only if you are will- 
ing to learn.. Ypu can com- 
municate well later . this 
eveoing, however, don't 
be extravagant in your 
method of operation. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) This 
is a good day . to have 
guests into! your home, 
both old friends and new- 
comers. You can finish up 
those home projects ai this 
time, so make the best of 
this opportunity and make 
your residence more 
attractive. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Your 
usual allies can -give you 
much support for your pet 
project today, so ask for 
their assistance and make 
your endeavour success- 
ful. Stay around friends 
who have a sense of 
humour similar to your 
own tonight. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You’ll have an 
opportunity to improve 
your financial situation 
today and possibly to gain 
some property. Make sure 
you .have a plan for tins or 
you could discover that 
your roOrSeof action win 
become fruitful. 

Birthstone of March: 
Aquamarine — Jasper: 
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Jordan Times, Monday, March 3, 1997 


Daily 


; J review of news from the Arabic press 


Department of Customs 
begins implementing new system 
for collecting fees and taxes 

** STARTING SUNDAY, March 2, 1997, the Depart- 
ment of Customs began implementing rhe “unified 
fees and taxes law and the tax reform plan associated 
with it. Accordingly, customs fees as well as other fees 
and taxes will be collected under one heading called 
unified customs fee which include customs tariff 
import fee. additional tax, unified custody and addi- 
tional unified. 

Along with the unification of fees and taxes the 
tables of customs tariff were modified as follows: 

1 ) Restructuring the customs fees and other fees and 
taxes into six categories other than the categories of 

cigarettes and alcoholic drinks.” The exemption on 
the six classes begin with total exemption and rises to 
five. 10. 20, 30 and 40 per cent. Previously there were 
eleven categories and the exemptions ranged from 
total exemption up to fifty per cent. 

2) Lowering the customs ceiling from 50 per cent 
and 45 per cent to a maximum of 40 per cent. This 
means reducing fees and taxes by 10 per cent and five 
per cent respectively. This reduction affects clothes, 
shoes, cosmetics, cleaning material, mouquet, ciga- 
rettes. home appliances and electrical equipment in 
addition to other imported products which are also 
produced locally 

3) Lowering the customs which were imposed at a 
rate of 25 per cent to the 20 per cent level. This reduc- 
tion will benefit cheese, tea. coffee, paper used by the 
press and threads ready for sale by retailers. 

.Alcoholic drinks and cigarettes were not affected by 
the reduction in customs. As for cars, the customs were 
restructured to become 40 per cent to be in line with 
the unification of fees. The difference in revenue to the 
treasury wifi be compensated through an additional 
sales tax that would vary in accordance with the size of 
the engine. As such there will not be any increase or 
decrease from the amount that used to be collected in 
the past. 

Finance Minister Marwan Awad said that the new 
measure would reflect positively on the economic 
activity and on the local industry in addition to simpli- 
fying customs procedures The minister explained that 
the effects would be: 

1) Lowering production costs for local industries 
through exempting 500 products of raw materials as 
well as equipment" and machinery considered as capi- 
tal goods and through reducing customs on intermedi- 
ate products, computers and communication equip- 
ment 

2) Contributing to the introduction of scientific and 
technical means by lowering customs on computers, 
calculators, examination and survey tools, typing and 
telescopic as well as uommunicacion eqifiptiient.>- ■: 

3) Encouraging industrial workshops depending on 
labour by decreasing customs on hand tools and 
machinery. 

4) Keeping customs tariffs, fees and taxes at 40 per 
cent on imported goods similar to those produced 
locally would be an acceptable protection level on the 
one hand and an encouragement to improve the quali- 
ty of local production. 

51 Curbing the costs of essential products by reduc- ■ 
ing the customs on cheese, coffee and tea by five per 
cent. 

Mr. Awad cited as other positive effects the higher 
degree of clarity and transparency and greater flexibil- 
ity as revenue would be collected in one fee instead of 
five as was the case before. In addition, the modifica- 
tions would curb any speculation or disputes that used 
to surface under the past laws and regulations and 
would allow any amendments to be easily applied in 
the future according to the economic stage that would 
he prevailing at that time (A1 Aswaq) 


THE BETTER HALF- By Glasbergen 



Saudi Arabia 
to exhibit products 
in Amman next week 


AMMAN (Petra) — Saudi 
Arabian national products 
will be on display in Jor- 
dan through an exhibition 
due to open on March 15 at 
the International Fair Cen- 
tre located at Maij A1 
Hamam district, west of 
Amman, according to a 
statement from the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce 
Sunday, 

The statement said the 
exhibition, which is being 
organised by the Saudi 
Arabian Trade and Indus- 
trial Chambers of Com- 
merce in conjunction with 
the Saudi Arabian embassy 
in Amman, will be open to 
the public for six days and 
will display products by 
scores of Saudi Arabian 
firms. During the exhibi- 
tion, Jordan will be visited 
by a 30-member delegation 
of Saudi Arabian business- 
men, headed by Hamad Al 
Zamel, the Saudi chambers 
chairman, who will hold 
talks with their Jordanian 
counterparts and with rep- 
resentatives of various Jor- 
danian firms 

The exhibition and the 
businessmen’s visit come 
close on the heels of the 
opening by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti of a 
Jordanian-Saudi Arabian 
joint company last week to 
manufacture aluminium 
cans according to the 
chamber’s statement which 
noted thar Jordanian and 
Saudi Arabian joint firms 
were earlier established at 
the Sahab Industrial City'. 


Jordan to organise 
exhibition in Yemen in Jane 

Meanwhile, the Jordanian 
Trade Association (JTA) 
announced Sunday that it 
will organise a Jordanian 
trade exhibition in the 
Yemeni capital in June 

JTA Director General 
Halim Abu Rahmeh said a 
large number of Jordanian 
firms are expected to partic- 
ipate in the exhibition 
designed to orient the 
Yemeni public on Jordanian 
national products. He indi- 
cated that Jordanian goods, 
especially drugs and veteri- 
nary medicine, agricultural 
equipment and foodstuffs as 
well as ready- made gar- 
ments have a potential mar- 
ket in Yemen Furthermore. 
Mr. Abu Rahmeh said that 
the existing Jordanian- 
Yemeni trade agreements 
are bound to further facili- 
tate Jordan’s exports to the 
Yemeni markets noting that 
a Jordanian trade exhibition 
held in Sanaa last Septem- 
ber was highly success fid 

Mr. Abu Rahmeh noted 
that the Jordanian- Yemeni 
trade balance is in favour of 
Jordan pointing out that Jor- 
dan sold products estimated 
at JD 10 million to Yemeni 
markets in 1995 compared 
to JD 5.2 million worth of 
Yemeni imports. He said 
that in the first seven months 
of last year Jordan sold JD S 
million worth of national 
products to Yemen and 
imported Yemeni goods 
estimated at JD 3 million. 


“I ate all of your Valentine candy, 
so you won’t get fat. It’s sort of like 
throwing myself on a grenade for you. 1 


Miller beer 
comes to Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Miller Brewing Company 
has awarded a licence to the 
Middle East International 
Company (MUC) to pro- 
duce its beer in Jordan. 

The Jordanian firm will 
begin construction of the 
plant in Madaba with the 
know-how from American 
representatives of the 
Miller Company assisting 
Jordanians in construction 
details and engineering 
inpui. Production of the 
beer will subsequently 
begin in May I99S. 

According to Yousef 
Amayreh. spokesman for 
M7IC. the beer will be mar- 
keted in Jordan and some 
will be exported to Iraq. 
Syria. Lebanon, the Pales- 
tinian self-rule areas and 
Israel. 

“In addition, production 
of Miller's alcohol-free 
beer in Jordan will be 
aimed at markets in the 
Gulf states where alcohol is 
prohibited under Islamic 


law.” said Mr. Amayreh. 

TTie company has a total 
equity=rof- Sift -million' of 
which $5 million will be 
loans to cover construction 
of the plant. The remaining 
$5 million will be covered 
by company shareholders. 

According to Mr. 
Amayreh. the shareholders 
include five main group 
investors. They are the Kat- 
tan Group, the Tamari 
Group, the Petra Tours 
Group, and the Golden 
Crescent group. Shares of 
the company will not be 
made available on the pub- 
lic market. 

Mr. Amayreh told the Jor- 
dan Times that the Ameri- 
can licensers believe in the 
Jordanian economy and 
believe that Jordan’s stabil- 
ity and strategic location 
will guarantee the project’s 
success. 

“They believe that Jordan 
can act as a main catalyst 
for business in the region" 
he said. 


BIS: Global debt issues rise 18% at end of 1996 


BASEL, Switzerland (.AFP) — Ou stand ing international 
debt securities totalled almost S3 .2 trillion at the end of 
1996, an IS per cent rise over 1995. the Bank for 
International Settlements (BIS) said in a report. 

Capital markets activity was particularly buoyant in the 
last quaner of 1996, with an increase in the number of cur- 
rencies used and in the proportion of structured deals, such 
as asset-backed securities, the BIS said in its February 
report. 

Net debt issues in the three-month period were a record 
SI 63.6 billion. 

For the first time, debt last year was denominated in 
Argentine pesos. Croatian kunas and Icelandic kronur, 
said the BIS. which is the world’s bank for central 
bankers. 

Investors' growing appetite for high-yielding instru- 
ments was evident in a “pervasive" use of derivative fea- 
tures in a widening array of debt issues. 

Issues by Asian customers, at $14.3 billion . dwarfed the 
S7.4 billion worth of securities put to market by Latin 
American borrowers. 

Investors seeking higher returns were able to add long- 
maturity issues [©"their port folio last year, particularly in 
the case of emerging market borrowers, the BIS said. 

Several bond issues had a maturity of 30 vears and one 


up to 100 years. 

The syndicated loan market, where a range of banks par- 
ticipate in one project, continued to be buoyant in the 
fourth quarter, the BIS said. 

New announcements in the period amounted to SI 55.7 
billion compared to SI 13.6 billion in the third quarter. 

U.S. borrowers accounted for the lion share of new cred- 
its extended (S96.5 billion) followed by British clients 
(S14.9 billiom and Canadians (S6.5 billion i. 

Financing for emerging country borrowers continued at 
a strong pace. 

South Korean firms, which had S4 billion worth of new 
loans, profited from rhe country’s entry into the Organisa- 
tion of Economic Cooperation and Development, which 
gave them access to better loan terms. 

However, short-term capital flows to Asia dropped, con- 
tinuing a trend that started in the second quarter. The fall 
was particularly acute for South Korea and Thailand, 
whose banks have a high -proportion of short-term debt. 
There was a slowdown in bank lending to China. Malaysia 
and the Philippines. In contrast, credit flows to Indonesia 
Gathered momentum. 
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10 

3. BOO 

3.000 

JOR. INV. FIB. BANK 

17.6 

0.00 
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VALUE OPEN CLOSE CHANCE 

TRADED PRICE PRICE 

JD 


HANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 201.64 *CHC: +0.03 


ARABIAN SEAS I NS UR. 
JOR FRENCH XHSUR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 119.46 *CHG: -0.23 


1.830 

1-450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.5 

7.23 

1.540 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

.800 

.410 

KACH.EQP. RENT. MAIN. 

9 

0.00 

3.720 

3.130 

ARAB INTL.XHV.BDUC. 

13.4 

5.BB 

1.220 

.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

2.230 

1.690 

UNIFIED 00. 

a . 7 

6.01 

1.200 

.780 

ONION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 


SERV ICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEE t 108.B1 ICHO: -0.15 



GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 156.46 *CHGi -0.29 340 40176S 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 


02/03/1997 



t : New 12 monthn high 
N : Listed during the past 12 months 
P : P/B ratio is 100 or more 
a : Negative P/E 

E i Earning is zero or N/A for the most recent year 



J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** J ordan Marketplace 


D A J ANI 

I JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs, 


Am ra H cte I Shops 
6th .Circle: Amman I 
AlsC incBrazil • . : 


A tv.J » 




Print answer here ; LIXIXXJ 

(Answers Monday) 

I himhlns: BROIL GLOVE HUNTER WHENCE 
■'featarday's | ___. wtws ha ended up whon he went broke - 

IN THE HOLE 
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Fed Cup springs surprises; France 
survive gruelling test against Japan 



Nathalie Tauziat of France raises her fists a moment 
after defeating Naoko Sawamatsu of Japan in the sec- 
ond round of the Fed Cup World Group 1. Japan vs 
France in Tokyo. Tauziat won 7-5. 4-6, 17-15 and the 
French team proceed to the semi-finals (Reuters photo) 


PARIS (Agencies) — The 
Fed Cup was true to form 
and produced a series of 
upsets and surprises on the 
first day of this year’s com- 
petition on Saturday. 

Spain, winners in 1991. 
1993, 1994 and 1995, faced 
a shock first-round defeat 
after losing both of the 
opening singles in their 
away World Group One 
clash against Belgium. 

The United States, cap- 
tained for the first time by 
former World number-one 
Martina Navratilova, ended 
the day 1-1 with the 
Netherlands. 

The Czech Republic were 
also level-pegging 1-1 in 
their dash against depleted 
Germany in Mannheim. 

France defeated Japan 4-1 
in their Fed Cup Eorld 
Group One tie on Sunday, 
but not until after two 
marathon matches and a 
surprise loss by top player 
Mary Pierce. 

After comfortably win- 
ning both singles rubbers on 
Saturday. Pierce and 
Nathalie Tauziat spent over 
seven hours on court in two 
epic reverse singles match- 
es. 

Ai Sugiyama. world 
ranked 29 and Japan's num- 
ber one, upset Australian 
Open finalist Pierce 7-5 6-7 
6-4 in a three hour and 10 
minute contest 
Pierce, ranked 12 in the 
world, forced Sugiyama to a 
tie break in the second set as 
the Japanese player showed 
some nervousness but she 
seemed to tire in the third as 
the match dragged on. 

Tauziat's match lasted 
even longer as she needed 
four hours and five minutes 
to beat Naoko Sawamatsu 


7-5 4-6 17-15. 

The total of 54 games tied 
the record established in a 
1974 Cup match between 
Spain and New Zealand, 
officials said. 

The 32-game third set 
eclipsed the previous single- 
set record of 24 games 
recorded before the tourna- 
ment rules were amended in 
1995. 

The French then went on 
to win the final match with 
Alexandra Fusai and anne 
sidot bearing Naoko 
Kijimuta and Kyoko 
Nagatsuka 7-5 6-4. 

France go through to the 
semifinals in July while 
Japan must enter a relega- 
tion tournament and face 
possible demotion from the 
World Group. 

Belgium upset the 
Spaniards with 43rd-ranked 
late substitute Els Callens 
making the most of Arantxa 
Sanchez-Vicario’s poor 
form and loss of confidence 
to chalk up a 6-3. 7-6 (7/4) 
win. 

Callens came in at the 
eleventh hour for 
Dominique Monami-Van 
Roost, who was forced io 
pull out with an abdominal 
injury. 

Sanchez- Vicario, who is 
now being trained by big 
brother Emilio, battled hard 
in the second set but she 
was still clearly struggling 
to find her touch. 

Sabine Appelmans then 
defeated Maria Luisa Serna 
6-1. 4-6, 6-3. 

Spain are without former 
Wimbledon champion 
Conchita Martinez. 

The defending champions, 
the United States, got off to 
a poor start in Holland when 


Mary Joe Femmandez was 
crushed in straight-sets 6-1, 
6-4 by Miriam O remans. 

It was left to Chanda 
Rubin to level the tie with a 
hard-fought 4-6. 6-4, 6-3 
win over big-serving 
Brenda SchuItz-McCarthy. 

Germany, facing an uphill 
task against the Czech 
Republic after the with- 
drawal of World No. 1 Steffi 
Graf and Anke Huber 


because of injury, managed 
to end the first day level- 
pegging in Mannheim — 
thanks to 1 7-year-old 
Marlene Weingaertner. 

Weingaertner pocketed 
the first rubber when she 
came back to beat lanky 
Ludmila Richterova 3-6, 7- 
5. 6-3. 

Richiervova only moved 
into the Czech team's from 
line when World No. 3 Jana 


Novotna pulled out shortly 
before the opening match 
because of shingles. 

It is still not confirmed if 
Novotna will be well 
enough to play Sunday’s 
doubles. 

Buoyed by Weingaertner’s 
unexpected victory, the 
Germans hoped (o add 
another win when Barbara 
Rittner took on Adriana 
Gersi. But Gersi turned the 
tables round by scoring a 6- 
4. 6-2 win. 

German team captain 
Klaus Hofsass admitted that 
he was surprised it was 
Weingaertner and not 
Rittner who won Germany's 
first point. 

“We expected it to be 1-1 
after the first day — but the 
other way round,” he con- 
fided. “We thought rittner 
would win and 
Weingaertner lose.” 

In World Group Two 
matches. Croatia were 2-0 
up against Austria in Zagreb 
while Australia took a sur- 
prise 2-0 lead over South 
Africa in Durban — Rachel 
McQuillan scoring a dra- 
matic 6-3. 7-6 (12/10) win 
over home number-one 
Amanda Coetzer. 

World No.2 Martina 
Hingis kept Swiss hopes 
against the Slovak Republic 
alive in Kosice by winning 
her singles against Katarina 
Studenikova 6-1. 6-3 but 
team-mate Party Schnyder 
went down in straight-sets 
against Karina Habsudova. 

In the other World Group 
Two match in Seoul. Korea 
and Argentina were also all 
square on 1-1. 


Camacho stops Leonard in 5th round 



Challenger Sugar Ray Leonard (L) loses his balance as he falls back after a blow from 
defending champion Hector '"Macho" Camacho during the first round of their IBC 
middleweight title fight in Atlantic City. Camacho won in a fifth round TKO. 
Leonard has not fought in six years (Reuters photo) 


ATLANTIC CITY (AFP) 
— Puerto Rico's Hector 

“Macho” Camacho 
spoiled 40-year-old Sugar 
Ray Leonard’s comeback 
bid. stopping the gloved 
grandfather in the fifth 
round of their mid- 
dleweight bout. 

Leonard returned to 
retirement after his firsr 
bout in six years, which 
ended here early Sunday 
when the fight, dominated 
entirely by Camacho, was 
stopped one minute and 
eight seconds into the fifth 
round. 

“My career is definitely 
over in the ring. I’m 
through." Leonard said. 
“Nobody wants to stop. 
But this is a pretty good 
indication.” 

Leonard was sent to the 
canvas by Camacho with a 
combination early in the 
fifth round. He rose but 
was defenceless and 
pounded against the ropes 
until referee Joe Cortez 
gave Leonard his first 
technical knockout loss. 

“No excuses. I just never 
got into it.” Leonard said. 
“I was trying to establish 
my jab. I couldn't get 
myself established. 
Camacho had a perfect 
fight." 

Camacho rose to 64-3 
with one drawn, having 
stopped 30 foes. 

This was his 19th con- 
secutive victory and sets 
up a possible matchup 
against the winner next 
month between Oscar De 
La Hoya and Pemell 
Whitaker. 

Leonard’s career ends 
again with a record of 36 
triumphs and three defeats 
and one draw. He claimed 
to have an injured right 
calf muscle but his punch- 


es were clearly slower and 
weaker than those of his 
foe. 

“I fought better than I 
thought I could fight when 
I stepped into the ring.” 
Leonard said. “I could 
never really push off with 
my right leg. For a couple 
of minutes I was landing. 
But when I reached in. I 
didn't have the balance I 
once had.” 

Camacho backed up his 
guarantee of stopping 
Leonard, the pre-fight 
favourite of oddsmakers 
here. As Leonard and 
Camacho hugged after the 
fight, the winner was 
already predicting his vic- 


tory would be tainted. 

“People are going to take 
this around and twist it 
because he was retired," 
Camacho said. 

Camacho slammed 
Leonard off-balance in the 
first round and kept him 
on the defensive, with 
Leonard stumbling to the 
canvas during one of many 
retreats. 

While Camacho scored 
in flurries, Leonard jabbed 
in vain, in the third round 
Camacho staggered 
Leonard with a left to the 
head. A cut opened over 
Leonard's left eye and 
Camacho finished him 
with continued pressure. 


Leonard said he felt 
physically fine after the 
bout. His first retirement 
came in part due to a 
detached retina and there 
was concern it could be 
damaged in future fights. 

Leonard returned to the 
ring for the first time since 
a 1991 loss to Teny Norris 
and was paid $4 million, 
twice as much as 
Camacho. 

Leonard was forced to 
wait in the ring for nearly 
10 minutes, pacing as he 
watched Camacho enter 
wearing a gladiator's garb 
and being" pulled slowly 
toward the .ring in a 
makeshift chariot. 



crashes 

through 

wall 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Safari 
rally leader Colin McRae 
escaped unscathed after 
crashing through a wall 
when he swerved to avoid 
a pile of rocks left in the 
middle of the road by 
hooligans here Sunday. 

McRae managed to get 
his Subaru back on die 
road and retain his lead. 

The Scotsman took the 
lead early into Sunday's 
stage when overnight 
leader Armln Schwarz was 
forced to stop for repairs 
when the rear suspension 
of his Ford Escort 
snapped. 

Schwarz was further 
delayed when the tread 
peeled off his rear tyres. 

“The suspension is so 
soft the back end is sliding 
all over the place and our 
tyres are being destroyed, 
explained Schwarz. 

Finn Tommi Makinen 
was forced to retire after a 
series of puntures crippled 
his Mitsubishi. 

The retirement of the 
1996 world champion left 
only four top drivers left in 
the rally. 

On Saturday Carlos 
Sainz in a Ford Escort and 
Kenneth Eriksson driving 
a Subaru Irapreza were 
forced to retire because of 
mechanical problems. 

McRae is being chased 
by Britain’s Richard Bums 
.in a Mitsubishi and Ian 
Duncan in a Celica. 


‘Giantkillers’ put out Paris 
St. Germain and Strasbourg 


PARIS (AFP) — First 
Division Giants Paris St. 
Germain and Strasbourg 
crashed out of the French 
Cup Saturday as the 'part- 
timers' of Clermont Ferrand 
and Creieil reached the 
quarter-finals. 

Paris St. Germain’s recent 
nightmare run of poor 
results continued when they 
let slip a 4-1 lead with just 
20 minutes left to play 
against Fourth Division 
Minnows Clermont at the 
home side's tiny Gabriel- 
Montpied Stadium. 

Clermont surged back to 
make it 4-4 and then, after a 
goalless extra-time, won the 
penalty shoot oul 

Benoit Cauet opened the 
scoring for PSG after just 
13 minutes when the 
Clermont defenders failed 
to clear a Vincent Guerin 
comer. 

Brazilian striker Dely 


Valdes made it 2-0 for the 
visitors after 25 minutes 
when he slotted home from 
close range after the 
Clermont keeper eujoLras 
tailed to hold a sizzling 
drive from Patrice Loko. 

Clermont came back into 
the match seven minutes 
into the second-half when 
Bessaque scored from the 
penalty spot after Ngotty 
had brought down 
Chastang. But PSG went 
clear again on rhe hour 
through Rai and then Loko 
looked to have put the issue 
beyond doubt when he 
made it 4-1 in the 70th 
minute. 

The First Division Giants 
were then rocked back on 
their heels as Chastang. and 
Beliec scored for the home 
side and Ngotty put into his 
own net. 

In the penalty series 
Clermont made no mistakes 


whereas Enjolras saved 
from both Paul Le Guen and 
Guerin. 

The night's other shock 
was me red out by Third 
Division Creteil who 
defeated Strasbourg 1-0 
thanks to a goal on half- 
time from Kharehaoui. 

The defeats followed hard 
on the heels of the surprise 
elimination of last season’s 
champions and cup winners 
Auxerre on Friday. Auxerre 
went out 1-0 to Second 
Division Troyes. 

In Saturday's other match- 
es. Bordeaux beat fellow. 
First Division Cannes 1-0* 
and nice scored twice in the 
last five minutes to put out 
Second Division Gueugnon. 

Guingamp defeated Caen 
1-0 and Laval won the all- 
Second Division clash 
against Niort by the same 
scoreline. 



Russia's Varvara Zeleoskaja raises her arms after setting the best time after the ninth 
race of the World Cup women’s downhill series, on what will be the 1998 Winter 
Olympics Alpine skiing course in Hakuba, central Japan. Zelenskaja captured her 
third consecutive victory in the race, with a time of one minute 35.64 seconds, follow- Kf 
ing her victory in the February 28 downhill race here. Zelenskaja jumped to the top 
in the World Cup women's downhill standings with 423 points, two points ahead of 
Swiss Heidi Zurforiggen after seven races (Reuters photo) 


Russia’s Zelenskaja feels 
at home on Olympic hill 


HAKUBA, Japan (AFP) 
— Double downhill win- 
ner Warwara Zelenskaja 
found herself ac home on 
the wet Japanese snow 
here, in conditions far 
removed from the main 
World Cup resorts on the 
other side of the world, 
she said after her victo- 
ries. 

“I just feel that the 
ocean is close.” the 24- 
year-old from the 
Kamchatka Peninsula, in 
the Russian far east, said 
after winning the second 
downhill in three days on 


the 1998 Olympic course 
here. 

“The weather is the 
same, the wet weather. In 
the springtime, snow is 
the same.” she said on die 
Hakuba Hills in the 
Japanese Alps region 
exposed to severe winter 
winds from Siberia. 

Zelenskaja said her pair 
of Japanese-made 
Mizuno Skis were differ- 
ent to those she used on 
European and North 
American Pistes. 

“Snow is wet here and 
they are good on wet 


snow.'* 

Mizuno has provided 
skis and services to the 
cash-strapped Russian 

and Slovenian teams 
since the breakup of the 
communist block, \ 

Zelenskaja usually 

needs to spend much of 
her off-season time with 
her team, training on 
European hills. But this 
year the camp will move 
on to Kamchatka to use 
summer snow on a vol- 
cano there. 


"Y" CINEMA TEL 634 144 

PHILADELPHIA “I” 


CINEMA TEL634144 

A PHILADELPHIA “Z” 


V 


Dolph Lundgren, Gina Bellman 
& Conrad Dunn in 


SILENT TRIGGER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 . 






Brad Pitt, Julia Ormond, 
Anthony Hopkins 
& Aidan Quinn.. lin 

LEGENDS OF THE 
FALL 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


A 




“Cinema tel699238 "\7 

PLHZH I 


CINEMA 


Adel Imam , Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
AI Jardal Walkankah 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


A 




2 


TEL677420 


CONCORD 


i Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

A, TEL: 625155 


CONCORD "1" 

CURT RUSSEL & STEVEN SEGA! IN 

EXECUTIVE DECISION 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
CONCORD **2 B 

Michael Jordan ...in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


\ 


THE THEATRE WILL BE CLOSED 
UNTIL MARCH 1 FOR 
MAINTENANCE 
& REDECORATION 
WE WILL BE BACK WITH 
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Third leg winner ‘Save the Children’ fights for position with ‘Motorola’ (left) in front of the Sydney Opera 
House (right) before the start of the fourth leg in the 48,000 kilometre around-the-world Global Challenge yacht 
race. The field of 14 yachts are heading for Cape Town in South Africa (Reuters photo) 


j A1 Orthodoxi win Under-22 basketball title 

AMMAN ( J.T. ) — A1 Orthodoxi Sunday scored a 94-80 (49-39) win over Al Jazira to win the Under-22 Basketball 
i Championship title — the first of the 1997 season competitions. The win ended A1 Jazira’s two year reign. A1 Ahli 
i came in third, Abu Nuseir fourth and AJ Jalil fifth. 


Rockets beat Mavericks despite Barkley injury 



Cleveland Cavaliers Bobby Phil Is goes up for two points 
as Boston Celtics Marty' Conlon and Eric Williams 
(foreground) defend on the play in the first half at Gund 
Arena. Cleveland beat Boston 99-81 (Reuters photo) 


HOUSTON (R) — Kevin 
Willis scored 26 points as the 
Houston Rockets overcame 
another injury to Charles 
Barkley for an 89-80 victory' 
. the Dallas Mavericks 

‘ Saturday. 

Hakeem Olajuwon had 16 
I points and 1 1 rebounds, 
i Mario Elie scored 14 points 
and handed out a career-high 
1(1 assists and Matt Maloney 
scored 13 points for 
Houston, which won for the 
fifth time in seven games. 

The 252-pound (114-kg) 
Barkley left the game in the 
first quarter after he suffered 
a lacerated left hip in a colli- 
sion with Dallas centre 
Shawn Bradley, who is 7 foot 
6 t2.29 metres) and a bony 
248 pounds ( 1 12-kg). 

Barkley was treaied in the 
locker room before being 
sent to the hospital . Team 
doctors announced that a 
magnetic resonance imaging 
test on Barkley's hip was 
negative. They expect him to 
be sidelined for a week to 10 
days, 

“The enthusiasm level has 
to be built back up now that 
Charles is out.'" said Willis. 

“It was a tough win with- 
out Charles and thank good- 
ness it's no r fora long period 
|of time that he'll be out,” 
Elie said. "Everyone stepped 
up and I'm feeling real good 
and real confident right now. 
It was a total team effort 
tonight.” 

The Rockets already are 
without iheir starting back- 
court of Clyde Drexler and 
Brent Price. Price is out for 
the season after suffering a 
knee injury and Drexler is 
not expected back until late 
March due to a hamstring 
injury. 

Michael Finley scored 14 
points. Robert Pack added 13 
and A.C. Green contributed 
1 2 for Dallas, which lost for 
the eighth lime in J 1 games, 

"Kevin Willis hurt us 
tonight and the Rockets were 


still too strong on the inside, 
even without Charles 
Barkley.” Mavericks coach 
Jim Cleamons said.” 

At Washington. Chris 
Webber recorded his third 
straight triple-double against 
his former team as the 
Bullets won for just the 
fourth time in 14 games with 
a 118-108 victory over the 
Golden State Warriors. 

Webber had 23 points. 15 
rebounds and 10 assists for 
his seventh career triple-dou- 
ble and second this season, 
both against Golden State — 
the team he left three seasons 
ago after his rookie cam- 
paign. 

Webber made 1 0-of- 1 6 


shots from the floor on his 
24th birthday. 

"I'm happy. I’m happy we 
got the win,'; Webber said. 
"That is all* I want my inten- 
tions to be. The guys played 
real well tonight and I just 
try’ to do what I can do. 1 
don't know what it is. 1 don't 
do anything different. I treat 
these games like any other.” 

Juwan Howard scored 25 
points to lead six players in 
double figures and Rod 
Strickland added 12 and 10 
assists for Washington, 
which is 4-6 under new 


coach Bemie Bickerstaff. 

"For us to win is the most 
important thing” Howard 
said. ”We all had a good all- 
around game. Everyone was 
hitting their shots. This was a 
great birthday present for 
him” 

At Cleveland. Terrell 
Brandon scored 13 of his 19 
points in the third quarter as 
the Cavaliers cruised to a 99- 
81 victory over the Boston 
Celtics, who matched their 
longest losing streak in team 
history. 

Rookie Vitaly Potapenko 
added 15 points in his first 
career start and Danny Ferry 
had 14 for Cleveland, which 
has won seven of its last nine 
games. 

Antoine Walker scored 21 
points and Todd Day had 18 
and nine rebounds for 
Boston, which has dropped 
13 straight games and 21 of 
23. The Celtics previously 
lost 13 in a row in 1994. 

In Milwaukee. Billy 
Owens scored a season-high 
31 points and the 
Sacramento Kings shut down 
the Bucks in the second half 
for a 103-92 victory. 

Mitch Richmond recov- 
ered from a four-point outing 
against Chicago on Friday 
with 26 points for the Kings, 
who beat the Bucks for the 
fourth straight time. 
Sacramento went 2-2 on its 
four-game road trip. 

Vin Baker had 20 points 
and 1 5 rebounds for 
Milwaukee, which managed 
just 35 second-half points 
and blew a 10-point halftime 
lead. Glenn Robinson fin- 
ished with 18 points and 10 
boards, but had only two 
points in the second half. 


VACANCY 

The Embassy of the Kingdom of Spain wishes to 
clarify the announcement recently published in the 
Jordan Times and Al Ra’i newspapers and stress 
that the main function required for the vacancy post 

advertised is: UJR ITER. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


An International Company is seeking to appoint a 
Civil Engineer or Measurement Surveyor with ten 
years experience in measurement of construction 
works. Good command of English is a must 
Qualified candidates are invited to send their CVs 
detailing experience, certificates, along with refer- 
ence and contact address to: 

p.o. Box 962031, Amman - 11196, Jordan 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 
IN UM UTHAYNAH 

tedrooms. 2 bathrooms, sitting room, living room, dining 
>m L-shaped. fully equipped kitchen, telephone is avail- 
le, separate central heating, suits diplomatic families. 


Contact Tel.: 5510794 - 5530444 


Secretary Wanted 

An Italian construction company is looking for a secretary 
for their Amman site office: 

— English and Arabic fluency a must. 

— Knowledge of Italian a plus. 

Salary commensurate with experience. 

Please contact 662493 or 079/27915 


FOR RENT 


SSJ&”s^ssasreiasri 

ScTgSgjllta Te., attar 6 p.m. 679319 J 


FURNISHED FLAT TO LET 


CONSISTS OF : 2 BEDROOMS , 2 BATHROOMS , SITTING 
ROOM , DINING ROOM , INDEP. CENTRAL HEATING , NEW 
LOCATION : KHILDA , OPP. NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL . 

ANNUAL RENTAL : JD 3,000 . 


FOR MORE INFORMATION P : ..tASE C^LL 5527RG7 


Arab Champions Cup 

Faisali face Morocco’s 


Khreibkeh today 


By Mufeed Hassouneh 
in Casablanca and 
AJeen Bannayan 
in Amman 

AL FAISALI have the 
chance of making Jordanian 
soccer history when they 
meet Morocco's Khreibkeh 
in Casablanca. Morocco 
Monday to conclude the 3rd 
Arab Champions Cup 
which groups top four Arab 
teams. 

Al Faisali will secure the 
title if they beat Khreibkeh 
provided Morocco's Al 
Raja' beat Arab Champions 
League titleholders Egypt's 
Al Ahli or the match ends in 
a draw. 

If the results of both 
matches come up otherwise 
a set of complicated possi- 
bilities wjl] decide the 
standings and eventual 
champion with goal differ- 
ence playing a pivotal role 
in the process. 

"We expect a tough match 
but the players will give it 
all they have.” Faisali's head 
coach Mazhar Saeed said 
Sunday referring to the fact 
that his team was burdened 
with injuries including lead- 
ing goalie Anis Shafiq, 
Osama Talal, Rami Abu 
Fanar, and reserve goalie 
Walid Abu Hmeid. 

Khreibkeh currendy top 
the standings after their 3-2 
win over Al Ahli in 
Saturday’s match when Al 
Faisali also scored an 


momentous win beating 
Moroccan champions and 
league-leaders Al Raja' 2- 1 . 

Al Ahli have 3 points in 
the overall standings but 
lead Al Faisali on goal dif- 
ference thanks to the 4-0 
win in the opening match. 

Al Faisali have met 
Khreibkeh twice drawing 
I- 1 in Amman before losing 
3-1 in the final round of the 
Arab Cup Winners Cup. 

Finishing runner up in that 
championship qualified Al 
Faisali to become the first 
Jordanian team to partici- 
pate in the elite event which 
groups the Arab World’s top 
reams and aims at naming 
the best Arab team. The 
competitors are the top two 
teams of the Cup Winners 
Cup and League 
Champions. 

Significant cash prizes 
await the participating 
teams with the winner 
receiving $50,000. the run- 
ner-up $25,000, the third 
place finisher $15,000 and 
the fourth team $ 1 0.000. 

In addition, the Prince 
Faisal trophy and prize will 
be awarded to the ideal 


team. Each team started the 
championship with 20 
points. Two points were 
deducted few each yellow 
card booking and 6 points 
for each suspension. There 
will be prizes for top scorer, 
top goalie and best player. 
A I Raja' will receive 
$50,000 for hosting the 
event. 

Meanwhile. Arab Soccer 
Federation (ASF) officials 
said HRH Prince Abdullah, 
president of the Jordan 
Soccer Federation (JSF). 
would be holding a series of 
meetings with ASF 
President Prince Faisal Ben 
Fahd. Discussions are 
expected to centre on 
Jordanian soccer and how 
the Kingdom can utilise 
ASF seminars and pro- 
grammes to develop the 
game in the country. 

Talks would also centre on 
the Saudi experience and 
their advanced standing in 
Arab, Asian and internation- 
al sports arenas. 

Prince Abdullah was 
scheduled to arrive in 
Casablanca Sunday evening 
to attend the finals and hold 


talks with the Egyptian and 
Moroccan soccer chiefs and 
other dignitaries invited to 
the championship. 

The ASF has invited FIFA 
President Joao Havelunge. 
Asian Football chief Sultan 
Ahmad Shah. African 
Football chief Issa Hayatou. 
and Egyptian Football 
Chairman Samir Zuher. 

The ASF praised Al 
Faisali's participation nam- 
ing them as the ”ASF team 
to watch.” 

Al Faisali's 29-member 
delegation includes players: 
Anis Shafiq, Walid Abu 
Hmeid. Freidon Saeed. 
Mohannad Mahadin. 

Ahmad Khalil. Firas 
KhalaiJeh. Ali Zu'bi, Jhab 
Nasr, Rami Abu Fanar. 
Osama Talal. Raieb Awudut. 
Ziyad Abu Shanab. Jama! 
Abu Abed. Subhi Suleiman. 
Hassuneh Sheikh. Halem 
Aqel. Haithum Shboul. 
Jiryes Tadros. Mahmoud 
Matar. Ja’fur Hammad. 
Mansour Tawaihah. Raed 
Jbour. 


STANDINGS 


TEAM 


W 


D 


GF GA 


PTS 


Khreibkeh 

Ahli 

Faisali 

Raja' 


Sampras 


Vacant site 
to house 
media at 
2000 Games 

SYDNEY (AFP) — The 
expected 6,000 international 
media representatives for 
the 2000 Sydney Olympics 
will be quartered at a former 
hospital site near the central 
Homebush venue in the west 
of the city, Olympics minis- 
ter Michael Knight 
announced on Sunday. 

The 50-hectare site at the 
vacant Lidcombe hospital, 
located four kilometres (2.5 
miles) from Homebush, 
offered an ideal opportunity 
to accommodate a large pro- 
portion of the written and 
broadcast media near the 
games venue, Knight said. 

"This is an exceileni result 
because of the proximity to 
the main Games area.” 

From the media village, 
shuttle buses would operate 
to and from Homebush 
where the main press centre 
(MPC) and international 
broadcast centre (IBC) 
would operate, he said. 


PHILADELPHIA (AFP) 
— World No. 1 Pete 
Sampras rallied to beat 
unseeded Dutch qualifier 
Sjeng Schalken 3^6; 7-5. 6-’ 
3, here Saturday and reach 
the finals of a $589,250- 
ATP tournament. 

The 25-year-old Austra- 
lian Open champion strug- 
gled but finally won his 
79th match in a row by sub- 
duing the 20-year-old 88th- 
ranked Schalken. 

Sampras will now play 
Australian Davis Cup hero 
Pat Rafter in the final. The 
60th-ranked, 24-year-old 
Australian defeated South 
Africa's Grant Stafford 6-3, 
6-4 in the other semifinal. 

It will be Rafter’s first 
appearance in an ATP sin- 
gles final in three years. His 
fast appearance in a final 
came when he won in 
Manchester in 1994. He 
also reached the Hong Kong 
final earlier that year but 
lost to Michael Chang. 

Sampras will be bidding 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 

699634 - 68431 


FOUND 

Young Boxer found between Dead Sea and 
Aqaba, well kept and looking for owners. 

If yours please call mobile: 079-24607, 
(voice mail available). 

Looks homesick! 


A highly professional and reputable company is 
seeking to hire young, energetic, self- 
motivated and professional 

Sales Executives 


With the following qualifications: 

* A university degree in business or marketing 

* Fluent in English 

* Presentable with a very strong character 

* Owns a car 

* Willing to work hard in a very competitive yet 
healthy environment 

* Prior experience in advertising is a plus. 


If you think you are up to the challenge, 
please fax your resume addressed to 
the Director of Sales & Marketing 
Fax number 5510853 


rallies to reach final 


for a third victory in the 
Philadelphia event on 

Sunday. He will also be 
seeking his third title of 
1997 and the 47th of bis 
career He took the 

Australian Open crown in 
January and won last month 
in San Jose. 

Schalken needed only 31 
minutes to take the opening 
set. breaking Sampras three 
times. 

”1 didn't get off to a great 
start, losing my first service 
game.” Sampras said. "He 
didn't make any errors and I 
was the one either making 
or breaking the point. 1 just 
hung in there and mentally 
stayed strong.” 

But the top-seed took 
advantage of a long cross- 
court backhand return by 
Schalken for a break in the 
1 1 th game of the second set. 

. Sampras then held to 
force a third set. 

“Once I got to the third 
seL I felt he was starting to 
get tired.” Sampras said. 


"We had been playing some 
long, long points and he 
started to feel that toward 
the end of the match.” 

- A sweat-soaked 1 Sampras 
broke Schalken in the fifth 
and seventh games before 
the Dutchman recovered for 
one final break to pull with- 
in 3-5. 

But after a hard-fought 
match. Schalken's unlikely 
title bid ended on a hum- 
bling match point foot fault. 

"I was not throwing the 
ball up in the air on my 
serves very well,” said 
Schalken. “You have to hit a 
good serve against him. If 
you don't, he's going to 
come back at you in a hurry. 
The pressure is always 
there. You try to serve the 
ball faster and my technique 
wasn’t that good.” 

Schalken survived two 
qualifying matches and 
eliminated fifth seed Jason 
Sroltenberg of Australia in 
his first main-draw match. 


FOR RENT 

DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Main bedroom, living room, and kitchen, Modern furni- 
ture and equipment. Telephone, water supply, electric- 
ity central heating, separate entrance, surrounded by 
garden 

Location: Calm area — Tla’a Al Ali, near Pizza Hut Rest. 
For more information: Call 5513027 
from (8-10) p.m. — daily 



(SHE) 

MUCH as YOU CM 


(Pizza, Pasta. Salads. Cheese Garlic Bread. Pepsi) 

Adult: J.D. 3.99 * Child: J.D. 2.49 
GET GNE FkEE 

when you buy 2 at regular price 

(Pizza. Lasagna. Salads. Cheese G. Brd..SubM 

* Not valid with any other offer, expires on 31st March 97 


Jaber Trade Center Swalcyeh .Pclra 

A. Ghosheh Si. Prince* Tasreed St, Touristic Road 

821938 812264 2157087 









12 News 


Bahrain, Qatar 

i 

agree to set up 
diplomatic ties 


MANAMA (Agencies.) — 
Qatar and Bahrain agreed 
Sunday to set aside their long- 
standing territorial dispute and 
establish diplomatic ties. 26 
years after the two countries 
gained independence. 

The decision was announced 
here after talks between the 
Bahraini foreign minister. 
Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Mubarak A1 Khalifa, and 
Qatar's foreign minister. 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jussem AJ 
Thank the official Gulf News 
Agency (GNA) reported. 

"The two ministers agreed to 
establish embassies for each 
country', for the sake of contin- 
uing coordination and coopera- 
tion between them, and to 
guard their joint interests.'* the 
agency added 

Bahrain and Qatar, which 
both gained independence 
from Britain in 1971. have 
competing claims to the Hawar 
islands in the Gulf and the dis- 
pute is being heard by the 
international Court of Justice 
(1CJ> ar the Hague. 

The two countries share a 
common cultural heritage but 
have never before exchanged 
ambassadors. which has 
stymied efforts by Gulf Arab 
states to forge political and 
economic unity'. 

Both sides agreed Sunday to 
“clear the atmosphere and 
improve the relations between 
them, as well as returning these 
relations to their previous level, 
which are based on the ties 
li nking the two peoples of close 
and inherited family bonds." 
GNA added 

The emir of Bahrain, Sheikh 
Isa Ben Salman A1 Khalifa, 
met with the Qatar’s foreign 
minister. 

Bahrain angered its Gulf 


Cooperation Council (GCC) 
partners in December with its 
unprecedented boycott of a 
summit of the six-nation organ- 
isation because it was being 
held in the Qatari capital Doh£ 

But Bahrain agreed to attend 
the GCC meeting last month 
with the .European Union in a 
gesture of reconciliation. The 
GCC groups Qatar and 
Bahrain i with Saudi .Arabia. 
Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates and Oman. 

The other GCC states setup 
the mediating committee fol- 
lowing the December summit 
in a bid to end the 60-year-old 
territorial dispute. 

While. Doha claims sover- 
eignty tb the Hawar islands 
held by Manama. Bahrain says 
it has rights to the Qatari region 
ofZuhara. 

The GCC committee pro- 
posed a compromise calling on 
both sides to stop their war of 
words through their news 
media and to pledge not to sup- 
port opposition members from 
the other country. 

The proposal does not centre 
on finding a solution to the dis- 
pute itself. 

Sheikh Khalifa agreed earlier 
this month that the dispute 
should be settled through the 
IGI. a change in policy by 
Bahrain which has always 
insisted in the past that the con- 
flict should be settled within 
the GCC 

“Manama and Doha agreed 
to set up embassies in both 
countries to further coordina- 
tion and cooperation between 
them.’ GNA said 

GNA said Sheikh Isa and 
die Qakei foreign minister dis- 
cussed “close relations 
between the two brotherly 
countries.” 
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Contest 
heats up 
for Israeli 
Labour 
leadership 



Women cry amid the rubble remaining from their homes on Sunday after the devastating earthquake which hit the 
northwestern Iranian province of Ardabil on Friday (AFP photo) 

Death toll in Iran quake could be 
3,000; bad weather snags rescue 


'Lebanon planned Red 
Army arrests for 1 year' 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Lebanese authorities pre- 
pared for a year before 
reportedly arresting sus- 
pected -Japanese Red Army 
members drawing on vital 
information gathered from 
police here, "the Mainichi 
Shimbun said Sunday. 

The newspaper, quoting 
sources close to the affair, 
said an investigator trav- 
elled to Japan in February 
1996 to contact Japanese 
police. 

He collected valuable 
information on the criminal 
records and activities of the 
Japanese Red Army, the 
paper said. 

The same investigator was 
sent back in November to 
Tokyo lo finalise the alleged 
arrest of Japanese Red 
Army members last month. 
Mainichi said. 

The Lebanese govern- 
ment has still not officially 
confirmed the reported 
arrests of five or six 
Japanese nationals. 

Japan's ambassador 
Yasujji Ishikagi said Friday 
in Beirut that Lebanon was 
holding several Asian 
nationals. 

Judicial sources told AFP 
that nine Asians, including 
three Japanese, and a 
Lebanese nurse were being 
detained, adding that no 
further developments were 
expected in the case before 
Monday. 


In a bid to cry to clear up 
the contusion, Japan has 
dispatched senior envoy 
Hiroshi Hirabayashi. direc- 
tor of the councillors' office 
on external affairs under the 
prime minister's office, to 
Lebanon, Lebanese offi- 
cials sad Saturday. 

He is due to hold talks on 
Monday with Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri, and will deliver a 
letter from Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto calling 
for cooperation in transfer- 
ring the suspects to Tokyo. 
Jiji Press said. 

Mr. Hashimoto told 
reporters on Sunday: “We 
really need to clarify their 
identification first." 

The Japanese envoy will 
also, visit Syria .on. March.5 
and 6 to discuss the 
Japanese Red Army issue, 
the Japanese Foreign 
Ministity said Sunday. 

Mr. Hirabayashi is to hold 
talks with high-ranking 
officials of Syria, which is 
seen to have strong influ- 
ence on the issue, the min- 
istry sand. 

The Japanese Red Army 
fostered close links with 
radical Palestinian groups 
in the early 1970s and Red 
Army members were 
responsible for a bloody 
attack at Tel Aviv's Lod air- 
port in May 1972 that left 
26 people defed. 


SHIRAN. Iran (AP) — 
Temperatures plunged and a 
blanket of snow covered 
northwestern Iran on Sunday, 
hampering rescue teams try- 
ing to reach villages devastat- 
ed by a massive earthquake 
and forcing survivors to strug- 
gle to keep warm. 

The earthquake that struck 
Friday has claimed at least 
3.000 lives, rescue and aid 
workers say. The official toll 
released by the government 
stood at 554. but was expect- 
ed to rise. The government 
said at least 2.000 were 
injured. 

The quake, which registered 
5.5 degrees on the Richter 
scale, killed 554 people and 
left more than 2.400 injured 
according to the latest provi- 
sional toll given by the Iranian 
authorities. 

The temblor. which 
occurred at 4:3 1 p.m. Friday 
(1301 GMT), destroyed or 
damaged 110 villages in a 
mountainous region of 
Ardabil province in Iranian 
Azerbaijan near the Caspian 


Sea. according to the Iranian 
Red Crescent 

Thousands of head of live- 
stock perished in the quake, 
the Red Crescent said. 

Heavy snowfall follow ed by 
strong * winds complicated 
relief operations arriving from 
adjoining provinces. 

Traffic was congested on 
the main highway lo Ardabil 
as dozens of trucks carrying 
aid came lo a hall on a narrow, 
windy road along the Caspian 
coast covered with icy snow. 

Several trucks carrying tents 
and blankets were unable to 
advance on the road sur- 
rounded by thick forest 
because of poor visibility, cre- 
ating a bottle-neck. 

Ardabil. in a mountainous, 
occasionally inaccessible 
region west of the Caspian, is 
reputed to be one of the cold- 
est areas in Iran. 

A rescuer in Ardabil told 
reporters that about 40 people 
had been pulled out of the 
wreckage alive some 24 hours 
after the quake. He said freez- 
ing weather and rough terrain 


diminished the chances of 
saving more lives. 

State television said the 
authorities had wrapped up 
their search and rescue opera- 
tions. without giving more 
details. It briefly showed 
images of aid arriving to the 
quake-stricken area, but did 
not show any victims. 

Tents, biankets, canned 
food as well as heaters and 
stoves were shown being dis- 
tributed. 

Hundreds of people have 
been mobilised from the 
police, the Red Crescent and 
volunteer groups to conduct 
rescue operations and provide 
relief supplies. 

Efforts are also underway to 
shelter the more than 35,000 
homeless, many of whom 
have been temporarily lodged 
in mosques or in relatives' 
houses. 

The authorities have 
appealed for public assistance 
for the victims, saying more 
blankets, clothing, stoves and 
heaters were needed. A 
national bank account has 


been opened to collect cash 
contributions. 

The authorities in Ardabil 
declared three days of mourn- 
ing for the victims. 

Iranian spiritual leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani dispatched sepa- 
rate teams to the disaster areas 
to help coordinate relief oper- 
ations. 

It was the second deadly 
.quake to hit northern Iran in 
the past month. On Feb. 4. 
two earthquakes left 79 peo- 
ple dead and 25,000 homeless 
in the Bodjnurd region of 
northeastern Iran. 

Friday's temblor was felt in 
neighbouring provinces and 
some 200 aftershocks have 
been recorded. 

The quake shattered win- 
dows in many buildings in the 
main city of Ardabil, which 
lias a population of 600.000. 
and telecommunications, 
water and electricity networks 
have been damaged in many 
nearby districts. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Yossi Beilin, a former 
minister who oversaw the 
Arab-Israeli peace 

process, joined the race 
on Sunday to replace for- 
mer Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres as head of 
Israel’s opposition Labour 
Party. 

Shlomo Ben Ami, a 
member of the Israeli par- 
liament. the Knesset, also 
presented his candidacy 
for the Post Sunday, a 
Labour spokesman said. 

Two other candidates, 
former armed forces 
Chief of Staff Ehud Barak 
and former Health 
Minister Ephraim Sneh, 
are also vying for the job, 
for which Mr. Peres will 
not compete for the first 
time in 23 years. 

Mr. Barak, a former for- 
eign minister, is consid- 
ered the favourite. 

Like former Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
who was assassinated in 
November 1995. he has a 
strong military back- 
ground, reassuring to vot- 
ers concerned by security 
issue 3. 

Mr. Barak's main rival 
is Mr. Beilin, who repre- 
sents the left-wing of the 
party and “doves” who 
support the creation of a 
Palestinian state. 

The Labour Party's 
200,000 members will 
select the leader June 3 
who will run for the prime 
ministership in elections 
in the year 2000. 

Mr. Peres has twice 
been prime minister but 
has never won election to 
the posL 

Most recently, he 
ascended to the prime 
ministership when Rabin 
was killed, but was ousted 
in May 1996 elections by 
Likud Party leader 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 


Iraq renews charges U.S. 
blocking food shipments 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq again accused the 
United States on Sunday of 
delaying the arrival of 
badly-needed food and 
medicines in a partial lifting 
of sanctions under the 
humanitarian deal with the 
United Nations. 

“More than two and half 
months after the signing of 
the accord, neither food nor 
medicines have yet to arrive 
in Iraq because of the 

■ American - obstacles.” 

President Saddam 

Hussein’s cabinet said in a 
statement on government 
radio. 

Iraq, crippled by six years 
of sanctions, will not 
receive its first shipment of 
humanitarian supplies 
before April, despite 
Baghdad's insistence that 
the delivery be sped up. 
officials said Saturday. 

A U.N. official in 
Baghdad, however, told 
AFP earlier that the first 
deliveries of food and med- 
icines were expected before 
the end of March. 

Under the oil-for-food 


agreement struck between 
the U.N. and Baghdad in 
December, Iraq is allowed 
to export S2 billion worth 
of oil in six months, in 
return for food and medi- 
cine. 

But Baghdad has lodged 
an official complaint with 
the United Nations, protest- 
ing that more than two 
months after the deal was 
concluded, nothing has yet 
arrived to ease the suffering 
- of Iraq’s 20 'million people. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan has said last 
week that Lbe first ship- 
ments would arrive at the 
weekend, but Under-secre- 
tary-General Yasushi 
Akashi later said he expect- 
ed the first food and med- 
ical supplies to reach Iraq in 
mid-March. 

Mr. Akashi said some 
countries on the Security 
Council did not want distri- 
bution to begin until the 
main complement of U.N. 
monitors who are to super- 
vise the distribution were 
on the ground, which would 
occur about March 15. 


Turkey sends special envoy 
to Iran after diplomatic spat 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — A senior Turkish 
official is in Iran with a message from 
President Suleyman Demirel for Iranian 
head of state Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
amid a diplomatic row between the two 
neighbours. Tehran Radio said. 

Deputy Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs Ali Tuygan arrived late 
Saturday and was to hold talks with several 
Iranian officials. 

Details of the message were reported in 
Ankara on Saturday after the Turkish 
Foreign Ministry said - Mr. Tuygan was going: 
to Tehran as a special envoy to hand the let- 
ter to Mr. Rafsanjani. 

In the letter. Mr. Demirel asked Iran to stop 
meddling in its internal affairs, adding that 
the two countries “must be more attentive od 
certain points” and “respect the principle of 
non-interference” in each other’s domestic 
issues. 

Mr. Demirel also referred to Iran's willing- 
ness to let Turkish Kurdish rebels operate 
from inside its territory, stressing Turkey's 
“continuing concern” over border security. 

Iran on Saturday ordered out the Turkish 
ambassador in Tehran and another diplomat 
after Ankara said it was expelling an Iranian 
consul after he strongly criticised Turkish 
military officials. 

Hassan Ruhani. secretary of the national 
security council. Iran's highest political and 


military decision-making body, on Sunday 
blamed the crisis on “American plots” and 
expressed hope the two neighbours could 
resolve their differences. 

The United States, seeking to isolate Iran 
for its alleged support of terrorism, has urged 
Ankara not to strengthen economic links 
with Tehran. 

Several Iranian newspapers blamed Turkey 
for “provoking" the diplomatic row. 

But the . English-language newspaper Iran 
News urged the foreign ministry to “exercise 
restraint and try to diffuse U.S: and Israel 
plots." 

Press reports Sunday said the military 
handed Mr. Erbakan a 20-point list of mea- 
sures aimed at halting creeping Islamisation 
in Turkey and thwarting alleged Iranian 
efforts to destabilise the Turkish government 

The plan included a ban on pro-Sharia 
propaganda on pro-Islamic television and 
radio, tighter restrictions on religious dress, 
and measures to prevent militants entering 
the state administration. 

It demanded a strict application of eight 
laws on the secular principles of Turkey's 
constitution, and the closure of Koranic 
teaching institutions controlled by funda- 
mentalists (see page 2). 

But Mr. Erbakan, speaking before a 
Welfare Party meeting, denied there was a. 
split with the military. 


Abu Marzouk wants to give up his green card, leave U.S. 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Outside New York’s mar- 
riage bureau, hundreds of 
illegal immigrants line up to 
be licensed to marry 
Americans in the hope the 
marriage will provide a 
green card to let them stay 
in the United States. 

A few metres away, 
inside the Metropolitan 
Correctional Centre. Musa 
Abu Marzouk. an Arab the 
U.S. government considers 
a terrorist, is eager to give 
his green card back. He has 
cancelled his plans to 
become an American. 

In solitary confinement 
for I 8 months, the leader of 
the militant Hamas organi- 
sation wants so badly to 


leave his adopted country 
that he has asked- to be 
extradited to face charges in 
Israel or to be deported to an 
Arab country. 

"I thought there’s justice, 
freedom of speech and 
human rights here,” Abu 
Marzouk said in an inter- 
view Friday, flicking his 
hand dismissively. 

“But 1 was wrong.” 

A prosperous business- 
man who has lived intermit- 
tently in the United States 
since 1982, Mr. Abu 
Marzouk was head of the 
Hamas politburo in July 
1995 when he arrived at 
John F. Kennedy 
International Airport and 
was immediately detained. 


His name was. on an 
Immigration . and 

Naturalisation Service 
(INS) watch list of people 
suspected of involvement in 
“terrorist" activity. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk. who 
insists he is not involved 
with the violent Hamas 
wing that has bombed buses 
in Israel, said he does not 
know which government 
agency put him on the list. 
He thinks he was ‘’trapped” 
to be eventually delivered to 
Israel. The INS did not 
return calls on circum- 
stances of the arrest. 

Israel requested Mr. Abu 
Marzouk’s extradition 
immediately after his deten- 
tion. alleging he financed 


■and planned attacks against 
Israelis. U.S. District Judge 
Kevin Duffy found probable 
cause last May to believe he 
joined in Hamas attacks in 
Israel from 1990 to 1994 
that killed 47 people, and 
Mr. Duffy granted the 
Israeli request. 

Last October. U.S. District 
Judge Kimba Wood denied 
Mr. Abu Marzouks petition 
to avoid extradition. Mr. 
Abu Marzouk challenged 
the order, then dropped his 
appeal last month. 

Sitting in a beige plastic 
chair in the jail’s ninth floor 
visitors room. Mr. Abu 
Marzouk said he has been 
treated unfairly — he cited 
Mr. Wood's order — 


because he is a Muslim and 
a Palestinian. 

“A Palestinian cannot be 
sent back to Israel without 
taking into consideration the 
political issue," Mr. Abu 
Marzouk said, sporting a 
trim beard and moustache 
and dressed in a bright 
orange prison uniform and 
dark blue sneakers. ‘’But 
when it comes to Israeli 
interests, there’s no room 
for American justice.” 

Mr. Abu Marzouk. known 
as an astute and pragmatic 
politician, was not allowed 
to speak Arabic in the hour- 
long interview. The maxi- 
mum-security prison’s 
information officer. Robert 
Manco. who sat in on the 


interview, did not explain 
why. 

While denying he master- 
minded any attacks against 
Israel, Mr. Abu Marzouk 
said Hamas will continue its 
‘ ’resistance,” a euphemism 
for suicide attacks, until 
Palestinians get their rights. 

Those include Israel’s 
withdrawal from the occu- 
pied West Bank, Gaza Strip 
and Arab East Jerusalem, 
territories occupied in the 
1967 war, removal of 

Jewish settlements from 
those areas. release of 

Palestinian prisoners held 
by Israel, and repatriation 
of Palestinian refugees. 

Asked whether he advo- 
cates Israel's ’■elimination." 


the Hamas war cry that has 
sent youths on suicide mis- 
sions, Mr. Abu Marzouk 
shrugged his shoulders. 

"Israel is the strongest 
country in the Middle East,” 
he said, “and for any kind 
of practical solution we 
have to consider that.” 

Whenever he leaves the 
United States, his eventual 
destination is uncertain. He 
could prove a political 
embarrassment as Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu makes tentative 
moves towards mending 
fences with Arab countries. 
Sources close to Mr. Abu 
Marzouk said he could be 
sent to Jordan. Egypt or 
Yemen. 


17.$. aid to Russia 
nicked at Heathrow 

LONDON (AFP) — A bag 
containing S2.5 million in 
U.S. aid to Russia, was 
stolen last Tuesday during a » 
stopover at London's 
Heathrow airport, the Mail 
on Sunday reported. The 
cash vanished despite being 
under constant surveillance 
by British Airways person- 
nel in a top security area of 
the airport's freight zone, 
the paper said. The money 
in large denomination notes 
was parr of a consignment 
of S10 million from the 
Republic Bank of New York 
used by the U.S. treasury to C 
deliver money to Russia. It 
was to be delivered to the 
Russian Toko Bank. Police 
suspected the existence of 
an inside accomplice and 
were questioning the 40 
members of staff and securi- 
ty guards, the paper said 

Taylor back 
in hospital 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Movie star Elizabeth Taylor 
was readmitted to hospital 
here on Saturday after suf- 
fering a mild seizure follow- 
ing her surgery for a benign 
brain tumor. Taylor’s publi- 
cist Shirine Ann Coburn told 
a local radio station that 
Taylor was readmitted to 
Cedare-Sinai Medical Cen- 
ter around 4 p.m. (0000 
Sunday GMT). Cobum said 
Taylor was conscious and 
able to speak and was to be 
examined on Sunday by 
doctors. Cobum said the 
seizure is not uncommon . 
following the kind of brain^T 
surgery Taylor had Doctors *' 
successfully completed an 
operation on Taylor Feb. 20 
to remove a tumor the size 
of a golf ball from the lining 
of her brain, a Cedars-Sinai 
spokesman said Doctors 
used a computer-generated 
neurological "navigation" 
system "that provides sur- 
geons a three-dimensional 
view of the Lumor while per- 
forming the procedure, a 
hospital spokesman said. 

Endangered reptile 
stolen from zoo 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 

A nine-year-old male broad- 
snouted caiman, an endan- 
gered crocodilian described 
as aggressive and danger- 
ous, was reported missing 
and believed stolen on 
Saturday by zoo officials. 
“We are very concerned 
about this animal,” said 
Mike Sulak. a curator at the 
zoo. “Not only for his wel- 
fare, but if handled improp- 
erly or if provoked, he can . * 
bite.” The 1 . 1 metre caiman. t 1 
which has no name, is the 
larger of two caimans in San 
Francisco’s collection. 
Broad-snouted caimans, 
found in South America, are 
similar to alligators in 
appearance, but with green- 
ish-brown markings. They 
can grow to three metres at 
maturity. Caimans are gen- 
erally smaller than their 
cousin, the alligator, “but are 
much more aggressive." 
Sulak said. 

Oasis appeals 
against ‘piracy’ 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
British rock band Oasts 
have called in the police to 
investigate an’ attempt to sell 
a pirate copy of tracks from / ’ 
their next album to a nation- * 
al newspaper, a band 
spokesman said. The claim 
comes as work continues on 
the third album — about 
which the band have been 
highly secretive — at a stu- 
dio in Hampstead, north- 
west London. A Scotland 
Yard spokeswoman said: 
“Police at Hampstead have 
received an allegation of 
theft from business premises 
at Hampstead. “Inquiries are 
still at an early stage 
Hampstead CID are han- 
dling it and we are not dis- 
cussing it any further.'’ In a 
statement issued to the Press 
Association news agency; 
the band spokesman said: 
“Oasis have referred to the 
metropolitan police reports 
that a tape, purporting to be 
the forthcoming Oasis* 1 . 
album, is being presented to 
a notional newspaper. 





